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Sermon Schedule

Sunday, Oct 2 — 10:30 AM
Why Religion Matters
Presented by Rev. Jon Dobrer

Attend the Wild & Crazy
Bunco Night
Saturday, Oct 15 at 7 PM

Have Fun in a Good Cause!

Sunday, Oct 9 — 10:30 AM
Turning & Returning

Presented by Rev. Jon Dobrer Raise funds for the Social Action Committee to do its
good work in our wider community.
Sunday, Oct 16 — 10:30 AM Kids 7 & up: $4  Adults $7 Families $15
’ ’ Baby-sitting provided)
The D he D (
¢ Day of the Dead Cold drinks available Volunteers needed
Presented by guest speaker g i ).

Genevieve Southgate

Sunday, Oct 23 —10:30 AM

The Place of Sacrifice
Presented by Rev. Jon Dobrer .
Sunday, Oct 30 — 10:30 AM - PR
What’s With the Ghosts Guest Speaker - October 16 Genevieve Southgate is the
& Supernatural? Director of the Children's M useum at the Bowers M useum. She is a

Presented by Rev. Jon Dobrer native of Orange County, a homecoming Queen from Mater Dei High

School and a graduate of Cal State Fullerton. Her topic will be
"The Day of the Dead".
Guest Speaker - Oct. 30 In addition to Reverend Dobrer,

guest speaker Marshall Saunders from RESULT S will also be part of the
service. He will be talking about "Creating the Political Will to End

Dates to Remember

Oct15  Bunco Night Hunger and the Worst Aspects of Poverty."
Nov11-13 deBenneville
Pines Retreat FIES Annual Dinner — October 2nd
Nov20 Begin Membership Drive The annual fundraising dinner for FIES will be held on Oct. 2nd.
Dec10  Holiday Dinner There will be a drawing at the dinner with $1000 as first prize. Please

Dec 18 Hanukkah Breakfast
Feb 11 Service Auction

support this worthy organization by purchasing $10 tickets on the
morning of the dinner. Rose Bale and Jane Livezey will be selling these

in the social hall after church.

Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton
1600 North Acacia Avenue - Fullerton, California
Service on Sundays at 10:30 AM



Out of My Mind: With Sincere
Gratitude

©2005 Jonathan Dobrer

As I recuperate from my back sur-
gery, I find myself deeply grateful for so
many things. Utterly selfishly, I celebrate
the progress medicine has made since my
first back operation about twenty years ago.
Instead of being filleted like a flounder, to-
day they just drill two holes in the spine.
(Hmm, this seemed better before I put it into
such graphic terms) I felt better much faster
than before.

I am also deeply appreciative of
everything my wife Helene has done to com-
fort, support and help me heal. True, she
too had some enlightened self-interest here.
Listening to me cry and scream—as I did in
the last 3 days before the surgery, could not
have been fun. Her worry was palpable. On
the bright side, she did learn that snoring
wasn’t nearly as bad as screaming. Small
blessings. (Though she is still unsettled
whether screaming is worse than my sing-
ing.)

And to you, my dear friends, | am
extremely grateful for your support, under-
standing and patience. My spirits are
buoyed by your cards, letters and emails. I
feel the power of being held in your
thoughts.

I am also very pleased at how well
our congregation is functioning without my
full participation. We have a strong commu-
nity, one that my work enhances and sup-
ports but that [ don’t create. Our lay leader-
ship, Marlies and our board, has made sure
that we continue to function at a high level
of both caring and competence. Judi and our

Mighty Choir continue to create moments of
inspiration and beauty, and Doug Schneider
has delivered faithfully and artfully my
semi- remote sermons. (It has been great fun
for me to write some controversial things
and not have to be in the room to defend
them!)

I know that I sometimes have
joked that I wanted things to go OK on my
days off but not so well that [ wasn’t
missed. It is not true. I have wanted us to
function wonderfully and strongly in my
physical absence—and YOU have. We have
gone on with stellar Sunday services, Reli-
gious Education and social events. You have
cared for me, cared for each other and cared
for the larger world. After collecting $3,000
for Tsunami relief in just one special offer-
ing, you have contributed $3,396 through
our congregation for relief from Katrina.
How much of your acts of kindness and
generosity have been channeled through
other organizations, I cannot calculate. But I
will tell you how very proud I am to be a
part of this amazing community .

I truly look forward to being back
with you on October 2!

Jon

Thinking Ahead to Thanksgiving

For those in our congregation who
may not be observing Thanksgiving dinner
with family we are considering having a pot-
luck meal here in the social hall with Temple
Beth Tikvah. If you are interested in being
part of this please contact Lou Arnwine so
this can be planned.




Request for Folding Chairs
The choir is looking for donations of folding card table chairs. We are currently using large arm-
chair-type chairs for practice on Thursday evenings, and there are not enough for our growing choir.
Plus, RE will be able to use these chairs, as well, on Sunday mornings. Currently, they are using the
blue chairs and cannot push them up to the table because of the arms. Your kind donations would be
much appreciated.
Judi Herz

Social Action Committee (SAC)

Please join us the first weekend in October as we paint the home of a very special congre-
gant and friend Rose Bale. Please see Mike M ahaffey or Tim Blaine for information on how
your time and skills can best be used.

Also in October, the UUCF Social Action Committee will begin collecting clothing to dis-
tribute in November and December to homeless persons using the Emergency Cold Weather Shel-
ter in the Fullerton National Guard Armory on Brookhurst, so please look for, and save, the

used clothing that may have outlived it's prime, but is still serviceable. Warm winter clothing,
and especially larger sizes are in the greatest demand. And in November through February, plan
to share in the fellowship and camaraderie on Wednesdays with your friends and congregants
serving the evening meal, and distributing clothing and our compassion and concern to less fortu-
nate members of our community. Also, we are still collecting suitable books for aspiring young
readers at Kennedy Elementary School in Compton, where our congregant Deirdre Selby teaches
third grade.

Your UUCEF Social Action Chairman,

Dan Guy

Hymnal Dedication

Have younoticed that in the front of many of our hymnals there is a dedication-- to
honor, memorialize or just a simple acknowledgement of someone? We are now offering this done
in calligraphy by one of our members Hilary Key. Just contact her and the job will be done. There is
a charge of $30 per dedication which will go toward buying more hymnals and/or worship materials.
We do run out of hymnals occasionally for our services so buying more would be beneficial to our
congregation.



Fullerton Interfaith
Emergency Service (FIES)

Living poor anywhere is difficult. Surviving on a minimum wage job in Orange County is
almost impossible! There are many people here who do not expect public welfare, but attempt to
raise families in situations that most of us would consider unbearable. Housing and food prices in
Orange County are among the highest in the country.

FIES makes a huge difference in the lives of our working poor. It provides emergency
housing and food for four months to working (or actively seeking work) families enabling them to
save enough to be independent. That housing is called Neo Vista and is located on Amerige Street
in Fullerton.

There is also a network of churches providing housing and food for working single home-
less people for two week stretches at each church.

The third arm of FIES is the food distribution center in Fullerton, which a well-monitored
emergency program providing help including motel vouchers for the unfortunate. Our church is
the only church out of the 30 churches in FIES that collects every Sunday for this program.

Our church has just undertaken a new venture - the renovation of the meeting room at
Neo Vista. Dan Guy and Tim Blaine met with Judi Bamba, the new FIES executive director.

Our responsibility will be to provide whatever might be needed to make this room attractive and
efficient. I think we can be very proud of our growing involvement with this excellent organiza-
tion.

Jane Livezey

Social Action Committee



President's Message

September was a difficult month for all
of us. The images of all the destruction and
devastation on the Gulf Coast and human suf-
fering will be forever burned in my memory
and that of many of us. This kind of pain,
anguish and strife seems hard to understand
and deal with, but deal with it we have deal
with it we must.

When things are difficult, whether it is
about my life or the lives of those around me, I
do try to focus on the good things that do
come out of the bad. We see people stepping
forward everywhere to help and lend a helping
hand to those who are suffering. This makes a
difference in my life—the things that seem
important and that comfort me and make my
life easy are incredible blessings. I find it diffi-
cult to complain about my aches and pains—
my door that doesn’t quite close properly, my
sink full of dirty dishes--the inconveniences of
having to sit in traffic—all the things that
make up every day life. The irritations of
daily life that spark my anger and seem so im-
portant at the time they are happening seem
pretty trivial. I believe it isa 12 step saying—
“To have an attitude of gratitude.” I am grate-
ful for all [ have materially and more impor-
tantly the rich friendships with family and
friends that I enjoy. When I’m feeling down
and sorry for myself I make a gratitude list. A
simple list that tells what I am grateful for
because in times of pain, sorrow and anguish I
tend to forget what is so good and sweet about
this life. This helps me to refocus and find the
needed balance. Embroidered at the top por-
tion of the list is always UUCF.

This congregation is amazing and gener-
ous. At this writing we have contributed
$3396.00 to the Katrina Hurricane victims.
Our UUSC (UU Service Committee) has been
collecting money since right after the hurri-
cane and I envision our association making a
huge contribution both financially and with

the help of congregations/churches to assist
this huge endeavor.

In the meantime back home at the
farm...we have personally had an interesting
time without our beloved minister Jon. I think
we’ve held up and managed to get by without
our minister’s presence. We ARE a strong,
talented congregation with many people in
leadership positions that helped make every-
thing come together. This is really heartening.
Yes, we missed Jon terribly but we want him to
heal properly, and return to us strong and well.
We did have Jon’s words at many of our ser-
vices which was comforting and very helpful
which added nourishment and wisdom to our
services. | was amazed that he was able to write
sermons and special messages to us while re-
covering from back surgery. His dedication to
us is astonishing and we are so very lucky to
have him as our minister. We welcome him
back with open arms and gladness in our hearts.

I, personally, have even a stronger
sense of my faith in this congregation and the
wider UU world from this month of difficulty
and tragedy. We are beautiful and work to-
gether in a beautiful way to help each other
AND the world outside. It’s part of our mis-
sion statement and part of my personal vision
for this community that seems to be fulfilled
on a regular basis. Let’s hold our mission
statement (and each other) close to our hearts
and remember where we have been and where
Wwe are going,

Let us continue in our important work
and the incredible support of one another and
the larger world.

With faith,
Marlies

We come together as a loving spiritual
community to support each other in life's jour-
ney. We reach out with active caring to the
larger community. We are bound together by
common threads and enriched by their many
colors. (UUCF Mission State-
ment)



Summary* of Board Meeting—
Sept. 13, 2005

In attendance were Lou Arnwine, Tim Blaine,
Carolyn Champagne, Mary Rhodes, Lorraine
Rothman, Tom Stark and Marlies Worley.
Minutes and treasury reports approved.

Unfinished Business: Calendar review done
and all planned events look like they are set
and proceeding well. Congregational meeting
planned for Nov. 20 and we will be working on
nominees for nominating committee. We
have discussed a joint Thanksgiving celebra-
tion with the Temple and now will put an-
nouncement in order of service to see how
much interest there is in doing this.

Capital Campaign--Jon will report on this
more at next board meeting.

UUA proposed marketing plan for Orange
County church has been something the board
has agreed to go forward with. The date was to
begin in January for 3 months, but I know that
the UUA has been pretty wrapped up with the
situation on the gulf coast so this process may
be slowed a bit. We are waiting to hear more
from them.

Pledge/Canvass campaign--we are working on
chairperson for this important campaign
which begins in the spring.

Reports:

FIMA (Fullerton Interfaith Ministerial Asso-
ciation) meeting was attended by Marlies
Worley and the 9/11 service at St. Jude went
very well.

Liaisons reports:

Service Auction--Donnette Guiltinan will chair
this again this year. Thank you, Donnette!!!
Worship-All has been going well and Al Dan-
zig has done excellent job with speakers and
we have managed in Jon Dobrer's absence.
Social Action- Rose Bale's home will be
painted by congregants with Rose paying for
the paint. Winter overnight housing for

homeless begins Nov. 1, UUCF will provide
volunteers on Wed. nights. Previous years
fund raising funds have been allocated to Neo
Vista, Habitat for Humanity and Circulo de
Amigas. UUSC--About $2600 (NOW $3396--
as of this writing) has been collected for the
hurricane victims in the Gulf. Library--Aaron
Stark has been compiling a list of lost or over-
due books and will be working at the library on
Sundays. Adult RE- will be resumed when Jon
Dobrer returns. Social- planning has begun for
the Holiday Dinner Dec. 10

New Business: Changes are underway for the
method used to pay for custodial services for
our Temple events on Saturdays. (6 per year)
Marlies J. Worley
UUCEF President
* Full minutes are available upon request.

Membership Drive

We will be conducting a membership
drive beginning the last two Sundays
of November and the first two Sundays in De-
cember. The purpose of this drive is to help
recent guests and others who are not members
of our church to better understand who we are,
what we do, and the advantages to them of
becoming members. Rev. Dobrer’s ser-
mons will be keyed to Unitarian Universalism
in general — and to our church in particu-
lar. On Sunday, Nov. 20, 27, Dec. 4 and
11 Rev. Dobrer and key members of our
church will have a corner discussion after our
service for newer people to get information
and get questions answered about membership.
Anyone interested in this discussion please
attend.

If you have friends or relatives who
you think might be interested in what our
church has to offer, make it a point to invite
them to attend with you on one of these Sun-
days.




Children's RE Helpers —
Thank You, Thank You!

We have an almost full roster of adults
who will be making sure the children's RE pro-
grams have lots of healthy refreshments each
week. Many of the adults on this list will also
be helping our RE teachers. Most of the adults
on the helpers' list are primarily parents of the
children who are participating in our RE pro-
gram. If youdo not have children in the pro-
gram and would like to occasionally bring
healthy refreshments and/or work with the
teachers and children directly, please contact
Barbara Burns to be included.

Treasurer Corner

I thought I would take this opportu-
nity to clarify a few things. First, and most
importantly, on behalf of the church I wish to
thank each and everyone who contributes
financially to the church. Without your hard
earned dollars, we would not be able to con-
tinue the programs at UUCF.

I have been the church Co-Treasurer/
Bookkeeper for several years now and during
the last couple years I have received questions
from time to time. As a result, I often wonder
whether the questions I am being asked others
might benefit by the answers as well. So on
that basis I thought I would cover a few things
in this month’s treasurer article.

I am often asked: how or how often
can | make my pledge contribution? I always
inform congregants that the easiest way for
you and for the church is simply to deposit
your check contribution in the church offering
that is passed through the isles each Sunday.
As to how often, that is entirely up to each
individual. We are happy to take weekly,

monthly, quarterly, or annual pledge contribu-
tions. Whatever works best for you and your
budget! You are also welcome to mail your
church contribution(s) directly to the church
address. Sometimes people mail their checks
directly to my home, which is fine as well. In
other words there is no “wrong” way to con-
tribute to the church. We welcome your con-
tributions in any manor that works best for
you!

If you would prefer to make a contri-
bution to your pledge in the form of cash,
simply put the cash in an envelope with your
name written on the outside of the envelope
and deposit it in the weekly church offering.
Do not mail cash, as the money could get lost
in the mail. If you don’t happen to have an
envelope with you on Sunday, simply deposit
the cash in the church offering, and advise
myself or Claude Coppel after the church ser-
vice (or by email) and we will make sure that
your cash contribution to UUCF is credited
towards your pledge.

UUCEF sends pledge statements each
quarter to assist everyone and also provide a
receipt for their tax records. Your pledge
statement is not a bill. You are always free to
increase and/or decrease your pledge with the
church at any time, should your financial cir-
cumstances change. If youever find yourself
wanting to do so, simply let me know and I
will be happy to honor your wishes. No ques-
tions asked, just let me know.

If anyone should ever have questions
about their pledge, or anything pertaining to
the church finances, please feel free to contact
me at any time.

Frank Thomas
Co-Treasurer/Bookkeeper



New to Unitarian Universalism?

You can learn more about Unitarian Universalism and ask questions to help you explore
this faith on the Unitarian Universalist Association’s website at
http://www.uua.org/lnewcomers/newcomerbb.html . You’ll find a list of questions from other
newcomers on topics such as creeds, sacraments, sin, atheism and agnosticism, and Unitarian
Universalist views on Jesus. A Frequently Asked Questions list addresses many of the most
popular questions. Answers are provided by the UUA Office of Information & Public Witness
staff and “seasoned” UUs.

An Anniversary Celebration

Hundreds of colorful heart-shaped anniversary cards created by UU children nationwide
added an especially joyous note to the recent celebration of the one year anniversary of the M as-
sachusetts Supreme Court decision legalizing same-sex civil marriage. The paper hearts, inscribed
with notes such as “love won out”, “marriage is for everyone” and “happy anniversary, long live
love”, festooned UUA headquarters in Boston during the celebration. Knowing that the battle for
marriage equality is far from over, the UUA continues to offer support to Unitarian Universalists
who are advocating for this civil right. Contact the Office of Information & Public Witness (617
948-4652 or mailto:nfo@uua.org) for more information. You can also find information on the
history of our Association’s support for same-sex marriage at

http://www.uua.org/news/2004/freedomtomarry/index.html .



Taking it Home: Families and Faith

The UUA’s Family Matters Task Force announces a series of six booklets for congrega-

tions and families to use at home or in community to support them through life transitions and
spiritual/ethical challenges. The series covers:

Let’s Talk About Respect

Let’s Talk About Time/M oney Balance

Let’s Talk About Marriage and Committed Relationships
Let’s Talk About Divorce and Broken Relationships
Let’s Talk About Families and Loss

Let’s Talk About Interfaith Families

The booklets are available at http:/www.uua.org/families.

Your Input Invited!

The UUA has announced that its all-member magazine, UU WORLD, will become a quar-

terly beginning with September issue. At the same time, a web-based UU WORLD will be

launched that will have more timely news and will reach a wider audience than the current maga-
zine, which 1s mailed only to voting members. An experimental version of the new web magazine

will be at http:/www.uuworld.orgin July. Check it out and give your feedback.

End of Daylight Savings —

Time reverts to standard time at 2 AM on the last Sunday of October. Don't forget to change

your clocks back one hour on Saturday night OCT OBER 29th before you go to sleep.




Youth Religious Education

Children’s Service

David Ferencz presented his first of
many children’'s services on Sunday, Septem-
ber 18™ tfo our elementary-aged children.
David read the story, "A Unitarian King”
from the book A Lamp in Every Corner
(available through the UUA Bookstore). The
children then debated on themes of freedom,
tolerance and choice, with topics such as:
Are Cats Betfer than Dogs? Chocolate versus
Candy, and Is There a 6od..If so How Many?

David's monthly service is an example
of just one of the new things we're trying in
R.E. this year. October's sermon topic is
friendship. David hopes to incorporate fun
activities such as skits, debates, and crafts
to reinforce what the children are learning
through his sermons. We are all so fortunate
to have David, an ordained Unitarian minis-
ter, for our children!

Parents of children in R.E. will re-
ceive a special children’s version of the "Or-
der of Service" that David will be following
during his services. Also included in this
booklet are blessings and songs that will be
part of this new program.

Registration

R.E. registration will be held through
October. Please stop by and complete a reg-
istration form for each child in the R.E. pro-
gram or in childcare. A fee of $10 per child
with a maximum of $25 per family is due at
registration. This fee helps defray program
costs for the year. Parents or guardians will
also be asked to sign up as classroom volun-
feers and snack providers.

Summer Program

The summer program was a big hit this
year. Children had their hand ata variety of
crafts and games. Rocket Day was a huge

success. Children decorated their own Alka
Seltzer-propelled rocks and took furns blast-
ing them of f.

o Caaly

Co-DRE David Ferencz helps launch rockets

Halloween Fun and Service

Mark your calendars for our annual
Halloween celebration. Children should ar-
rive in costume fo start the morning with a
Halloween character parade. As children
proceed through the femple, they will be col-
lecting donations for UNICEF. Children will
then enjoy a special Halloween party of food,
crafts, and games. Please see or contfact Col-
leen Wieghorst if you would like to volun-
teer.

Teen Talk Tuesdays
7 PM, Oct. 11 & 25

Jr. High teens are invited to come and
share ideas/opinions on the 2" and 4™ Tues-
days of the month. These supervised evenings
provide a safe environment for young people
to discuss issues which concern them.



UUCF Sunshine Committee Survey

Our caring committee responds to requests for assistance from members of our church
community. We rely on your help to implement this assistance.

If you or a member of your family could use some assistance, you are invited to respond to Part I—
Needs Assessment.

If you can Volunteer your services please check the right column, Part lI—Resource/Volunteer Assessment.
With a large group of volunteers you shouldn’t be called often, but you will be a vital part of UUCF’s caring
community.

Part I Resource/Volunteer Assessment
Partl Needs Assessment

O Aride to church
O |am taking care of someone
homebound and would like

additional support

a | would like some help letter writ-
ing

O | need help filling out forms

a Other

000D

| would like: | can:

a A friendly visitor O Be a friendly visitor

O A weeky phone call (s) O Make weekly phone calls

QO Someone to assist me with gro- O Assist someone with grocery shopping
cery shopping O Read to someone

O Someone to read to me O Drive someone to church or to Doctors

office

Visit someone who ishomebound
Prepare and deliver a meal for some-
one who isrecuperating from illness
Help with letter writing

Help fill out forms

Deliver flowers to hospital or home
During what times are you available?

| Wish to be on the committee

Thank you for taking the time to complete this assessment. You are helping us
immensely by sharing your time and talent with others. We will try to honor as
many needs as we are able.

Name:

Address:

Telephone: (home)

(work)

Email:

Please return form to Gwen Fyke
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UUCF Calendar for October 2005

Oct 2

Sun

9:30a Adult R.E. Meeting

First Sunday of each month

Why Religion Matters Sermon by Rev. Jon Dobrer
12:30p Lunch Bunch At Marie Callender's, Placentia. Contact Pat Woodhull.
8:30a Fuddy Duddies. Conversation, then breakfast at a restaurant. Contact Dawn & Bill Pumphrey.
Oct3 | Mon
7:00p Women's Circle. Call Barbara Keller for topic and location.
Oct6 | Thu 7:00p Choir Practice.
Oct8| Sat Circle Supper
Turning and Returning Sermon by Rev. Jon Dobrer
Oct9 | Sun 1230p el Aviton Clorin (= Meet in the Sanctuary after Services
tee
12:30p Lunch Bunch At Marie Callender's, Placentia. Contact Pat Woodhull.
Oct 11| Tue 7:00p Board Meeting. Held at Temple Beth Tikvah.
Oct 12| Wed 11:45a Men's Lunch Group Meet at Carrow's in Fullerton.
Oct 13| Thu 7:00p Choir Practice.
Oct 15| Sat Bunco Night Social Action. Atthe Temple.
The Day of the Dead Sermon by guest speaker Genevieve Southgate
Oct 16| Sun
12:30p Lunch Bunch At Marie Callender's, Placentia. Contact Pat Woodhull.
7:00p Investment Club. Call Gwen Fyke, or JackTheibert, for details.
Oct 17| Mon
7:00p Women's Circle Call Barbara Keller for topic & location.
7:00p Choir Practice.
Oct20| Thu
Reading Circle, this Evening. Contact Claude Coppel or Evan Van Ginneken.
Oct 21| Fri 7:00p Bridge Night. Call Claude Coppel for information.
The Place of Sacrifice Sermon by Rev. Jon Dobrer
Oct 23| Sun
12:30p Lunch Bunch At Marie Callender's, Placentia. Contact Pat Woodhull.
5:30p Salon: All Souls Pot- . . L )
Oct25| Tue : : Supper 5:30, discussion 6:30. Contact Judy Stirling. Meet at Temple social hall.
luck & Discussion.
11:45a Men's Lunch Group Meet at Carrow's in Fullerton.
Oct 27| Thu
7:00p Choir Practice.
I
What’s With the Ghosts and Sermon by Rev. Jon Dobrer
Supernatural?
Oct 30| Sun

12:30p Lunch Bunch

At Marie Callender's, Placentia. Contact Pat Woodhull.

Trick or Treat for UNICEF

Youth RE




The Reverend Jon Dobrer welcomes your calls and is available for appointments on Tuesdays
from 10:30am-6pm and before or after church on Sundays.

UUCF

President: Marlies Worley
Board Members: Lou Amwine, Tim Blaine, Carolyn Champagne, Will Nettleship, Lorraine Rothman, Mary
Rhodes, Dennis Spiro and Tom Stark

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150

Email: mailto:ucf@uufullerton.org

The deadline for the next issue of the
CommUUnicator is NOON October 19
Please submit all items to Lesley Mahaffey.

The ComUUnicator is published monthly. Visitors will receive a free newsletter for
five months. Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members.

| Certain personal information (such as contact information) has been removed from this
| edition of the newsletter, for publication on the world wide web.



