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Services begin at 10:30 am 

August 3:  Shaikh Mohammed Faqih, the Imam from the Islamic Institute of Orange County will be 

our guest speaker on August 3.  He is originally from Yemen but completed his BA in Islamic Studies in Fairfax, VA.  He graduated 

in Quran Memorization and Recitation from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.  Previously, he has held the positions of Imam at the Islamic 

Community Enter in Laurel, MD and at the Islamic Center of San Diego.  He has also acted as an assistant Imam at the Islamic 

Association of Raleigh, NC and as a teacher at the Al-Iman School in the same community.  He will discuss how Islam guides his 

heart and actions in moral struggles. 

  

August 4:  The Women's Wisdom Circle will meet at 7 PM at the home of Barbara Keller.  The topic:  "What is the thing that you 

find yourself procrastinating about the most often?"  This is an open group and all women are welcome.   

 

Aug 10: The Sky Is Falling! (Apocalypse Now?)       Jon Dobrer, Minister 

 Adult RE at 9 AM in the classroom upstairs.  Topic:  "Manichaeism" taught by Ed Tschabrun.  Manichaean thought has had a 

profound influence on spiritual and religious views in the Western world.  This talk will benefit those who want to increase their 

cultural literacy as well as those who are interested in learning more about this form of spirituality.  

Social Action Committee Meeting  after our service in the sanctuary.  Anyone interested in social action projects is invited to attend.  

Please contact Patrick Barbush, interim social action chair, for more information. 

Aug 17: Humor and Irony in Sacred Scriptures           Jon Dobrer, Minister 

 Aug 24: Censorship  & Censure: What We Can’t Say Jon Dobrer, 

Minister 

August 26: Salon topic will be “The Power of Myth.  Come prepared to share a myth or parable 
that you find particularly inspiring or instructive.” 

Aug 31: What Happened to Labor?                            Jon Dobrer, Minister  

Our minister, Jon Dobrer, has returned from sabbatical.  He is available for calls anytime and 
appointments on Tuesdays and Sundays. He is also available in emergencies and may be 
reached at (818) 995-7731 or mobile (818) 599-8298.    

Learn more about Unitarian Universalism:     http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n 

http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n


Report on African Unitarian Universalists 

A Status on some of the happenings with African UU’s, Janice Brunson joined us for a service on July 20
th

. 

Wonderful news.  Janice Brunson spoke to UUs in San Diego and a UU couple, Peter and Carolyn 

Woodbury, pledged $3,000 to double the size of the date oil production enterprise in Burundi.  This was the 

first economic entrepreneurship project funded by Bridges into Africa.  Fulgence had written that if the project 

could double in size it would be so helpful, stabilizing the business.   The one request from the Woodburys is 

that the project now include the name of their church in San Diego.   

This gift means employment and income for Burundian UUs.  Burundi is a very, very poor country and it is 

often overlooked when international aid is distributed.  The small profit from the oil production is used to help 

pay the monthly Internet connection for the UU congregation in Burundi. This is the only computer connected 

to the Internet by our black African UUs.   UUCF helped to purchase this computer two years ago.  (I also 

purchased a camera and printer for their use, Randi Hetrick)  Fulgence married this year and became a father,  

He delayed marriage for a long time by Burundian standards, being over 30.  He explained in his culture he is 

not considered a man until he is married and has a child Pic 

On a sadder note, the cow and her calf purchased for 

“the UU farm” in Kenya both died following the 

riots and dislocation of thousands of Kenyans early 

this year, people fled to the farm with their animals 

for shelter, bringing sick animals that subsequently 

infected the cow and calf.  Crop production has 

improved since Bridges into Africia has been 

supplying seed and some fertilizer. 

Fulgence and his new wife the day their son was 

born. 

 Janice Brunson 

 Bridges into Africa 

NPR’S MOST E-MAILED STORIES: CAN 'BLUE ZONES' TURN BACK THE BIOLOGICAL CLOCK? 

Author Dan Buettner's new book The Blue Zones: Lessons for Living Longer from the 
People Who've Lived the Longest identifies parts of the world where pockets of people tend to 

live longer than the rest of us, (and do we want to extend lifespan anyway – see below)  FYI – 
the state of California has the most Centurions of any state in the United States. 

 

The Empty Cradle – How Falling Birthrates Threaten World Prosperity (and What to Do 
About It) by Phillip Longman   You might conclude UU’s have something unexpected in 

common with the Shakers after reading this very thought provoking book.   

 

Book reviews or suggestions welcome occasionally for the newsletter. – editor 

 

 

 

http://www.publicradiomail.org/ct/wpsBTYY11Egl/
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGEðAugust 2008        On Attention  

 
Our daughter Anna is now nineteen and is an adult in many ways.  This summer she is home between her 
freshman and sophomore years of college.  And though her education is well underway, one thing she hasn’t 
studied up until now is how to drive an automobile.  It’s a mystery why a young person in California would 
have no interest in driving when she was say sixteen, but it’s a fact that she hasn’t even wanted to drive up 
until now.  So a project for the summer: teach Anna how to drive.  This has made me think about attention.  

 

Of course, after forty plus years behind the wheel, driving is something that I do automatically for the most 
part.  Unless an eighteen-wheeler cuts me off on the freeway, then I’m suddenly in full flight-or-fright mode 
and paying close attention.  But now with Anna behind the wheel and me riding shotgun, I’m alert to every 
nuance.  Exactly how far ahead is that car?  And what is that driver about to do?  And how should Anna 
respond?  And when should I say something or can I just let her take notice and act as she sees fit?   

 

Still, Anna is learning quickly, and after twenty sessions or so, she has a facility with the process and I have 
begun to relax.   I find that I notice things along the route, things I might not have noticed, if I myself was 
driving.  This week she was driving herself to Fullerton College for her summer class with me alongside to 
watch and bring the vehicle back.  As we pulled up to a kiss-and-ride point on the campus, my gaze was 
drawn to an overhanging tree covered in large, newly-sprung pink blooms.  I pointed out the beautiful 
flowers, and Anna responded correctly: “Dad, I not paying attention to that tree, I’m maneuvering to pull 
safely up to this curved curb!”  A good thing too, and now that you bring it up, Anna, I’m grateful that you 
are paying close attention to your driving (and that we don’t have to have the front-end aligned again).   

 

Well, it is a beautiful world out there: both young women learning to drive and trees in bloom, and each 
deserving its appropriate attention.  Last night Lois and I were at the Huntington Library for an evening 
concert.  In the slanting light of the setting sun, the bank of large trees south of the central lawn stood 
illuminated before us.  Each tree, each branch, each leaf, twinkled in the golden light.  Fifty shades of 
green before us: it is a beautiful world.  What a pleasure it is to give it our attention.   

 

         Will Nettleship  UUCF Board President 

 

 

 
 

 

Update on Wendy Gonaver :  14,000  people signed People For the 

American Way Foundation's petition to California State University 
after they fired me because I wouldn't sign a state-mandated "loyalty 
oath" without being able to attach an explanatory statement -- a 
statement I felt was necessary to protect my beliefs as a Quaker and 
a pacifist.   

I've got my job back, and Cal State has agreed to let me attach a 
statement to the oath explaining my religious and free speech 
concerns, enabling me to sign the oath in good conscience. And 
I'm confident, and most proud, that others in the future will be 
able to do the same. 

 
Here I am with my daughter, along with People 

For's Legal Director Judith E. Schaeffer (left) and 
President Kathryn Kolbert (right) during a trip last 

week to People For's office in DC. 

 

Foreign Foods Friday will return on September 26 after a summer hiatus.  For the coming year we 
have a lineup of restaurants serving delicious meals from many corners of the world.  This is an 
open  group, please join us.  Signups for the dinners are available  in the  Social Hall for three 
weeks before the event which is each month on  the fourth Friday of the month. 

 



The American Humanist Association is seeking potential cases for legal action. 

Within recent weeks the Appignani Humanist Legal Center of the American Humanist Association filed an 

important legal brief and concluded a legal action in Iowa. We're writing today to seek your help in directing 

our attention to other situations deserving of legal attention. 

 First, here's what just occurred. We filed a legal brief in the U.S. Supreme Court case 

Pleasant Grove City, UT, et al. v. Summum , urging the Court to hold that permanent 

religious monuments in city parks constitute government endorsement of religion in violation of 
the Establishment Clause. We invited collegial organizations to sign our brief and a number did, 
among them: the Unitarian Universalist Association, Atheist Alliance International and the 
Society for Humanistic Judaism. 
  
We also completed a satisfactory settlement with Southwestern Community College in Creston, 
Iowa. The Appignani Humanist Legal Center secured representation for educator Steven C. 
Bitterman in his dispute with the college over his firing. The process started when Bitterman told 
his Western History class that the biblical story of Adam and Eve shouldn't be taken literally. 
While the terms of the agreement are not disclosable, we are very pleased with how it 
concluded. 
  

You may  contact the AHA  and tell them about any situation that you believe might deserve 

legal action. And because many Americans are hesitant about standing up for their own 

constitutional rights, please encourage others to contact the AHA with their concerns.  Contact: 
legal@americanhumanist.org 

  

Available at the Church of the Larger Fellowship  

Spirituality available 24 hours a days, 7 days a week!   These courses may be especially appealing 

to those who work on a Sunday morning, for those who are staying home more due to increased 

gas prices, or for those who are housebound.  

  

Please consider using the entire pdf or excerpts from the attached Microsoft Word document 

describing courses available at the Church of the Larger  Fellowship (CLF).  Membership to the 

CLF is not required.   Two courses are free!   Valuable resources for interested UUs  

www.clfuu.org  (click on Resources) 

 

New Interest Group!!!  Mindfulness Meditation Group meets every Wednesday at 7 
PM.  Location changes.  If you are interested in group meditation, plan to attend.  This 
is an open group.  All are welcome.  Beginners welcome.  Contact Geri McNenny, for 
more information. 

 

 

http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=tZ3Jn22PupyOXPK/JR6KtVcNlU/Mb/te
mailto:legal@americanhumanist.org
mailto:legal@americanhumanist.org
http://www.clfuu.org/
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Religious Education NEWS 
 

REsources For Living 
By Lynn Ungar, Minister for Lifespan Learning                                             Church of the Larger Fellowship 

 

One of the things that I have come to realize, after going through the seasons a few times, is that 
there really are not a whole lot of holidays in July and August. For the Northern Hemisphere, there 
are a ton of fall holidays, like Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Labor Day. There are lots of spring 
holidays, like Easter, Passover and, of course, Naw Ruz. And of course the winter is chock full of 
holidays like Christmas, Chanukah, Yule and Divali. But summer? Not much. Not much at all. In the 
US thereôs Independence Day, but really, the pickings are pretty slim. 
 

Of course, one of the things about being a Unitarian Universalist is that we tend to be take-
charge kind of folks. If thereôs something wrong with how the world is, we want to go out and 
fix it. So I say, maybe itôs time for each of us to get down to creating some holidays of our 
own. What holiday would you come up with for July or August? Here are a few ideas to get 
you started: 
 

Fruit Salad Day  

One of the great things about summer (in those parts of the world where it is summer in 
July and August) is that all kinds of wonderful fruit are in season. Go with your family to a 
farmers market and shop around for a bunch of different kinds of fruitðnectarines and 
tangerines; peaches, plums, and pluots; strawberries, raspberries, blueberries and 
blackberries.  

Bring your haul home, wash it up, cut it in bite-sized pieces, and toss it with a little yogurt or orange 
juice so nothing turns brown. Fruit salad is a celebration of summer. Itôs also a celebration of how you 
can put together a bunch of different colors and flavors and textures and get something thatôs even 
more beautiful and delicious than any one by itself. A blueberry doesnôt give up any of its blueberry-
ness sitting next to a chunk of peach, but each lends something special to the other. What a tasty 
way to celebrate diversity! 
 

Perseid Night  

August 12th is the night of the year when youôre most likely to be able to see meteors (shooting 
stars). The Perseid meteors are dust left behind by the tail of the Swift-Tuttle comet, and when that 
dust falls through our Earthôs atmosphere it burns up, showing a bright line of fire across the night 
sky. Celebrate Perseid Night by going to a place away from city lights where you can stay up really 
late and watch the night sky. Itôs a great night to go camping, and set a travel alarm clock to wake you 
up in the middle of the night. While youôre staring at the sky, waiting for a meteor to shoot by, you can 
look at the stars and think about how something that looks so tiny is really unimaginably huge and 
unimaginably far away. Itôs good to get a reminder every now and again that each of us is a very tiny 
part of something way, WAY bigger than we are. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Ice Cream Day  
Really, donôt you think there should be a holiday for eating ice cream? Hereôs the 
thing about ice cream. It comes in literally hundreds of different flavors. You might be 
a mint chip kind of person, while your best friend is chocolate all the way. Your dad 
might be a pumpkin ice cream fanatic, while your Aunt Lulu plans her vacations 
around getting to the best green tea ice cream in the world. We donôt all agree about 

which ice cream is best, but we know that there are oodles of different flavors, and that life is better 
for the fact. Doesnôt that sound kind of like Unitarian Universalism? Celebrate Ice Cream Day by 
having two scoops of ice creamðone thatôs your tried-and-true favorite and one that youôve never 
tasted before in your life.   

So what summer holiday would you create? 

 
UUCF Religious Education Retreat  

Date:  Saturday, August 16th                                      Time:  1:30 p.m.  
Place:  Veronese Gallery Café, 419 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton 

  
Please join parents and teachers as we discuss our childrenôs and youthôs religious education program 
for the 2008 ï 2009 year.  Refreshments are available for purchase at the café.  Adults only, please. 
 

Summer Program  

Pre-school and elementary children continue to explore their awesome selves and their 

awesome universe.  The high school teen group is continuing to meet during the summer.  

Joining them in August will be the junior high teens and tweens.  The groups have been 

combined since our summer attendance is lower than during the regular academic year. 
 

Teens and their advisors gathered for a fun-filled Ice Cream Game Night last month.  Please continue 
to check e-mails for upcoming after hour teen events. 
 

Spare the Air Music Festival! 
ñLetôs Spare the Air Music Festivalò is being held on Saturday, August 30th from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. in 
the Fullerton Transportation Center near the Amtrak station.  The cost for a ticket is $10.67. 
 

In 2005, this Fullerton Earthday Festival was attracting crowds over 15,000 people and became one 
of the biggest Earthday Festivals in the United States. ñSpare the Airò founder Sean Francis owner of 
the Slidebar decided that he would focus on one main environmental cause ï clean air.  So, 
everyone is encouraged to take public transportation to the event.  Booths offering information 
on public transportation, alternative fuels, and recycling are just part of the dayôs event.  Food will be 
available from local Fullerton restaurants.  And of course, there will be music!  Platinum rock band Lit, 
John Easdale, The Used, Death by Stereo and other bands are all scheduled to perform. 
 

Royce D.C. Office Now Accepting Internship Applications for Fall, hurry if interested or consider in 2009 

 

Rep. Royce's Washington D.C. office is seeking interns for the fall semester/quarter. “We make it a priority to 

give our interns a firsthand view of the legislative process and we make every effort to provide them with a 

worthwhile learning experience. This is an excellent opportunity for college students or recent graduates 

interested in obtaining Capitol Hill experience. Please fax or email a cover letter and resume to 

elyse.derian@mail.house.gov, 202-226-0335 by August 1, 2008.” 
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UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callenderôs 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:30AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating 

Womenôs Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM Barbara Keller  Rotating 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
Canceled August
  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer  

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM       
Canceled August 

 Rev. Jon Dobrer   
 

Temple 

All Soulôs Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                                    

4th Tuesday   
Potluck 5:30PM  
Salon    6:30PM              

Rev. Jon Dobrer  
 

Temple Social Hall                     

Menôs Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Carrows in Fullerton 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  Temple 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

Bridge Night 3
rd

 Friday  7PM Claude Coppel  Contact Claude for 
location  

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., Mar., May) 

Mary Rhodes 
Resumes in October 

Rotating 
 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday Lou Arnwine   
Resumes in September 

Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 2
nd

 Sunday at 9 AM Ed Tschabrun Upstairs classroom 
at Temple 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Anne Thorward or Patrick 
Barbush 

Sanctuary 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for exact time and 
location of events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you more details about the groups or 
you can ask the individuals listed above.  If any of this information is incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last 
update:  6/08.  

 

Service Auction Dinner event: 

Dinner with An Angle , special guests Drs. 
Lloyd and Melissa Rodgers shared music composed 
by Professor Lloyd Rodgers.  Attendees included 
Doris Dressler-Clark, the Rodgers, the Hetricks 
(hosts), Marlies Worley, Mitzi Herman and Ethel 
Sapico.  Service auction events are a great way to 
enjoy the fellowship of other UU’s.  Pictures of 

other events welcome by editor. 

  
 

 



 

 

 

ƿPlease check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Will Nettleship. Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher 

Lesley Mahaffey, Gloria May, Susan Perlson, Tom Stark, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun 

. 

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of theCommUUnicator is NOON, August 18th.   
 Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 
The ComUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for five months. 
Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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