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CommUUnicator

The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton
1600 North Acacia Avenue,

Fullerton, CA 92831 Jon Dobrer, Minister

Services begin at 10:30 am Thank you Lesley Mahaffey and
Anne Thorward for the

incredible effort to organize the
Assessment Visit in October

. with Mary Gleason. The
Nov 4: Potluck & Election Party at the Temple benefits to our congregation

) o should be many fold and
Nov 9: Healing Our Brokenness Jon Dobrer, minister | provide considerable grist for
the mill to develop an

9:00 amAdult Religious Education classroom upstairs. expanding vision for UUCF —
Jennifer Myers will talk about "Overcoming Self Esteem". alzo thanxhto theda”t?]”ymc.’tus
Look at self esteem from another direction and consider onor gvoszirgfé _eRH evisi
how we judge what we do and don't "esteem".

Nov 11: Board ®

Nov 16: The Colors of Fall Jon Dobrer, minister

Nov 2: One Nation Under Law Jon Dobrer, minister

Ethnic Breads Celebration let us break bread. Please bring bread to share reflecting your
heritage or preferences in the baked grains category.

Nov 25: No Potluck Annual Interdenominational Thanksgiving Service sponsored by
Fullerton Interfaith Ministerial Association will be held at 7 PM. in Fullerton. St. Paul
Lutheran Church, 111 W. Las Palmas Drive. Rev. Jon Dobrer will be one of the
speakers. There will be special readings, reflections and music.

Nov 30: Mr. Ross Altman, folk musician will be our guest speaker

Our minister, Jon Dobrer is available for calls or at least e-mails anytime and appointments on
Tuesdays and Sundays. He is also available in emergencies and may be reached at (818) 995-
7731 or mobile (818) 599-8298.

Learn more about Unitarian Universalism:  http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n



http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n

Out of My Mind: Articulating Our Vision Jon Dobrer, Minister

We have just had a wonderful gift and experience. Over this weekend many of us had the opportunity to meet
with UUA consultant Mary Gleason and share our hopes and dreams for this our communityd along with our
challenges and questions. Unsurprisingly people were straightforward, trusting in their honesty with one
another and kind to each other. We spoke, we listened and we learned from each other and Mary.

This was a terrific chance to talk to each other about important things and to coalesce around this community
that plays such an important part in many of our livesd both our social and spiritual lives. As we await her
written report and her suggestions, there are some truths that seem clear.

We are at, what she called, a tipping pointd whi ch doesndt mean wtaneaesmweareg o i
poised at a natural point of change and transition. Congregational cultures, and therefore processes, change at
around 50 members. Then again at 150 and once more above 350. As we have grown to about 150 adults we

can plan on growth and decide to build the kind of programs that will welcome people into this our spiritual
home and into our hearts. Growth is not accidental. It is intentional, and we can choose to make it happen.

We will be welcoming her report, her suggestions and the next steps along our way. We know that we have
something special here. The growth in both numbers and excellence in our Religious Educationd from nursery
to high schoold is central to why we are growing and why we deserve to grow. The Sunshine People, who
number in terms of services and support way in excess of the roster of the committee, is the beating heart of this
caring community. Our social actiond in all its forms, from the armory to FIES to the UUSC to our outreach to
Latin America and our special collections in times of emergency here and abroad put our hearts and values into
action to make a difference in this world. Our souls are nourished with wonderful music, beautiful flowers and
a social hall arranged to welcome, inform and even inspire. Meanwhile the board and finance committee help
to transform our dreams and values into programs that touch us at so many levels.

I tried to be pretty quiet during group process. (Talk about intentionality and an act of will) but when | had my
chance to talk with Mary, out poured my pride in you at how much you have done for each other and how
extraordinary you are at giving support to each other without turning away from the larger world. Yes, |
bragged and in conventionally religiousterms| 6 d have t o c¢ onf Busysukitowwhathled Isli
just enjoy it. 1 knew all of this about you. You have shown who you are over the years, but there is something

that seems to me new and satisfying in articulating what I already know.

As we move forward, we will be trying to put into words our values, our dreams, our goals and our mission.
We will be focusing our combined little lights and letting them shine on the paths we choose to walk together.

Jon
Barack Obama’s grandfather, wifDte poetry on occasion, listened to jazz, counted a number of J e ws h e
met in the furniture business as his closet friends. In his only skirmish into organized religion, he would enroll
the family in the local Unitarian Universalist congregation; (in Hawaii) he liked the idea the Unitarians drew on
the scriptures of all the great religions (il t 6 sy olui lgeet f i ve relighons i n one

Barack Obama, Dreams From My Father

Saturday, December 6 is the date for our traditional Holiday Dinner. You'l
have an opportunity to sign up for this festive event beginning November 9 after
the Sunday service. There will be special music, a catered dinner and family
entertainment.
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The Cold Weather Armory Program in Fullerton provides shelter for, and services to,
about 100 individuals each night throughout the 120 to 149 days winter program. The
program is in effect from November 18, 2008 through April 15, 2009.

UUCF has supported this program with individual volunteers showing up at the Armory on
Wednesday evenings, approximately 5pm to 8pm, helping out with set up of the site,
distributing blankets, donated clothing and toiletries, and serving dinner. Our congregation
has also contributed used warm clothing and toiletries.

Wednesday, November 19 is our first opportunity this year to serve in this way. You don't need to sign up, just
show up at the Armory, 400 S. Brookhurst. If you have clothing or toiletries to donate and won't be coming to
the Armory, you can bring them to church on Sundays and give them to Lou Arnwine and/or Patrick Barbush.

your fellow congregants for a wonderful weekend in the mountains complete with
activities and great food. Contact Tom Thorward for all the details ASAP.

WOW! What a wonderful Embrace!

Thank you everyone for participating in o
Your Church Community. o Embrace we di d!
enlightened our Congregation about our strengths, power, and leadership. She also

gave us some great ideas to begin growing our faith.

Approximately 40% of our congregation participated from Friday afternoon through
Sunday afternoon. This is a higher than expected level of participation. In addition
to all who attended Saturday and/or Sunday afternoons, Mary met with our three
staff members, held consultations with 11 committees, all 9 members of the Board,
and the Minister.

Taking the opportunity to work with Mary was a great experience for our church
community. She will send us a written report within a month. Many congregants are
now excited to work on projects over the next few weeks and months. Where to
begin? Mary gave us a list of a few Task Forces we can begin to work on right away.

1. Stewardship

2. Communications

3. Policies & Procedures
4. Personnel Committee

Are you curious about the work to be done? If you have an interest or special
knowledge in any of the above, please contact Lesley Mahaffey or Will Nettleship.

Submitted by Anne Thorward & Lesley Mahaffey
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PRESI DENT’' S ME&SSWE PO0S On Leadership

As | write this in mid-October, we do not know the outcome of the presidential election, though perhaps it
will be known by the time you read this. The election season has caused me to reflect on the subject of
leadership and what are the qualities of a good leader. But | am not thinking about the political leaders
now vying for our votes, but rather a friend who became a leader.

Lois and | lived in Kansas City for many years. One of the friends we made there was a man my age named
Paul Schaefer. Paul had grown up in rural Missouri where his parents raised eight children, Paul the eldest
of them. He had a degree in electrical engineering and worked in the defense industry. He and | got to
know each other well when we voyaged down the Missouri and Mississippi rivers on a raft in the summer of
1973. On that trip Paul proved to be even tempered keeping his head during three weeks of tedious rowing
punctuated by storms with ten foot waves.

Soon after our return from the river trip Paul took an interest in the question of nuclear electric power

generation. He knew something about nuclear technology because of his training and his experience in the
weapons program. Since there was no organized opposition to the proposed construction of two nuclear

power plants near Kansas City, he began by seeking pec
committee. He spoke out at public forums and wrote articles and letters to spread the word. He proposed

and participated in studies that considered not only safety issues but also alternative approaches to the

production and consumption of electric power. In the years that followed, Paul became the central figure

in the effort to raise public awareness of the issue and an effective leader of what was a fractious group of

people who disagreed amongst themselves at least as much as they did with the proponents of nuclear

power . How did he do it? It seems to me that Paul 08¢
listening. He rarely offered his own view of the road ahead until he had heard what everyone else had to

say, and he had a genius for finding a way to combine the most complex and contradictory views into a

functional consensus. At the end of the process of seeking opinions and considering options, when he

proposed a path forward, everyone came along. Above all, he was a model of patience and calm.

Paul died in 1999 of cancer, and | often wish | could still call him to discuss what is on my mind, not because
I think he would offer advice but because | know he would listen and help me see what was happening. My
prayer for our country is that we can find our way to such leadership in the years ahead.

Will Nettleship UUCF Board President
T

Skeptic Michael Shermer Chall enges theSamaayt hf ul
November 15™, 2008 from 10:30 am to 12:30pm, first Evangelical Free Church of Fullerton, Room
NC-200, 2904 N. Brea Blvd., Fullerton, CA 92835, this event is free and promises to be very, very

lively.

OA  6New and Natived Beauty: The Artisand Criraivt fobn
through Jan. 26, 2009, inthe MaryLou and George Boone Gallery at -
Henry Greene believed architecture to be no less than a design language for life, imbuing their

houses and furnishings with an expressive sensitivity for geography, climate, landscape, and

| i f e s tThd UdJ Néighborhood church in Pasadena is a Greene and Greene building, this is a

very rare opportunity to see so much of their work. .

Promises, a documentary -Documentarians Justine Shapiro and B.Z. Goldberg went to Israel to
work on a project about children and conflict, interviewing Palestinian and Israeli kids ages 11-13
to get their views on living in a society afflicted with violence, separatism and religious and
political extremism. The film culminates in an astonishing day when some Israeli children meet
Palestinian youngsters at a refugee camp. A 2002 Oscar nominee for Best Feature Documentary.
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http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Justine_Shapiro/30009304
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/B.Z._Goldberg/30009305
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Tuesday, November 25, 7:00 p.m. ( 0 ] M I N I T I
Join our minister Rev. Jon Dobrer at W
this inspirational service SERVICE =

St. Paul Lutheran Church
111 W. Las Palmas Drive(at Harbor/So. of Imperial Hwy.)
Fullerton, California
Featuring special readings, reflections, and musiat®a clergyay leaders, and civic representatives.

Uniting our diverse faith community in friendship, respect, and love.

Fullerton Interfaith
Ministerial Association

Contact Marlies Worley for directions or questions.

You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist -Indira Ghandi

2008 Holiday Program F.I.E.S.

F.I.E.S. assists local groups again in bringing Holiday Cheer to needy families in Fullerton. Please

begin collecting non-perishable food items and new, unwrapped N
toys/gifts valued at $10.00 (specially needed items for adolescent =
children are requested) Items COLLECTED will be delivered prior to 1 “

A
Thanksgiving and will be distributed between Dec. 1 and Dec. 16 at B &\ i;ﬁ &
the FIES Distribution Center. Doris Dressler-Clark will accept all goods vy dl aw

at the Fair Trade coffee table after Sunday services beginning Nov. 2.

Please be generous!

A soft and cozy thank you to Nadia Felix and Barbara
Keller for donating couches to the Teen Room. Sweet!

Religious Educaion NEWS

As we gather with family and friends this month to celebrate Thanksgiving, think about how your family says
thank you. One of the best ways to give thanks is by sharing the richness of our lives with others. We do that
every week that food is collected for FEIS (Fullerton Emergency Interfaith Services). It is delightful to see
children, some hand-in-hand, others dragging bags, carry food from the pantries of our congregants to be
shared with others in need.
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Another way that many UU congregations showthanks is with AGuest at Your Te
our AGuesto box to the dining table for the holidays
Years Day, we try to add loose change or a few dollars to help for our special guest -- a young girl from
Guatemala, a little boy from Mississippi, or a family in Darfur. The growing box of money is our way of saying
thanks for both the gift of having enough to eat and the gift of being able to share with others less fortunate.
Sothi s Thanksgiving set a speci al pl ace for the fAiGuest

The fall R.E. program is up and running. It is wonderful to see so many families and children at church on
Sundays. We look forward to seeing our families who are at the Long Beach church back home soon.

Please be sure to register your child or children in the program so that we have updated information on record.

Pl ease see Susan Perlson for your familyés registra
program too. Adults are needed as classroom volunteers and to help at social events. R.E. is also looking for

adults who would like to share their special talents, hobbies, or interests with children on an occasional
Sunday. Please see Liz Heaton if you would like more information.

deBenneville Pines Weekend

Just a reminder, we will not have our regular scheduled religious education program on Sunday, November
16"as many families will be at our churchoés wonder f ul
ages 1 through 3 will be available; older children should plan on remaining upstairs for the adult service with

their parents.

UUCEF Kids Visit Local Animal Shelter

Recently a group of UUCF families visited the
Orange County Animal Care Center to present
a check for $73.29 from the UUCF Kids. The
children also donated toys, collars, and
blankets to pets looking for a home. Please
visit www.ocpetinfo.com to see how you can
donate, volunteer, or adopt a pet.

Mentors for Coming of Age Program

Many cultures and religions mark the
transition from childhood into youth by
preparing for a Bar / Bat Mitzvah,
confirmation, or other ceremony. This year
fourteen teens from our congregation will .
mark this transitont hr ough RE®&s Co mi nAninpdrtanAapraponent of this pragram is pairing
youth with a mentor. Mentors will periodically join youth in class so they can get to know one another and by
June help that youth articulate their beliefs into faith statements. If you are interested in finding out how you
can become a mentor, please contact Liz Heaton

R.E. Committee Meeting

Join fellow parents, teens, and interested adults on Sunday,
November 9" at 12:15 in the Pre-School Lunchroom for

N o v e mb eErc@msnittde meeting. All are welcome and childcare
is provided.

You will feel like you are in the dog house if you do not attend.
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UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location
Lunch Bunch: Sunday 12:30PM Pat Woodhull Marie Call
After the service Placentia
Fuddy Duddies 1st Monday 9:30AM Jan Lillibridge Rotating
Womendés Wi sdom|1lst&3rdMonday 7PM | Barbara Keller Rotating
Nov. 3 Alice Dyer’ s home
Investment Club 3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or Contact Gwen for
Brad Woodhull location
Movie and Dinner with Rev. 1st Tuesday Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon | See Sunday
Jon Dobrer Election Potluck at Dobrer Announcements
the temple
3" Tuesday Discussion Group | 3rd Tuesday 7 PM Rev. Jon Dobrer Temple

with Rev. Jon Dobrer

Al'l Soul 6s Pot Il 4th Tuesday Rev. Jon Dobrer Temple Social Hall

Salon Discussion group Potluck 5:30PM Canceled, Interfaith St. Paul Lutheran
Salon 6:30PM Service November 25th 7:00

Mends Lunch Gr dAlternatingWed. & Brad Woodhull Carrows in Fullerton
Thurs. 11:45AM

Choir Practice Every Thurs. 7PM Judi Herz Temple
(also Sunday 9 AM)

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley See Sunday

Announcements

Bridge Night 3" Friday 7PM Claude Coppel Contact Claude for
location
Circle Suppers 2nd Sat. (times vary) Mary Rhodes Rotating
(Oct., Jan., Mar., May) | Nothing scheduled for
Nov. and Dec.
Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday canceled Lou Arnwine Contact Lou for
for November And December restaurant

Adult Religious Education

2" Sunday at 9 AM
Self-Esteem

Ed Tschabrun or Jennifer
Meyers

Upstairs classroom
at Temple

Social Action Committee
Meeting

2" Sunday after the
service

A. Thorward or P. Barbush

Sanctuary

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for exact time and
location of events. There are usually changes. Announcements will usually give you more details about the groups or you
can ask the individuals listed above. If any of this information is incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan. Last update:
6/08.

Foreign Foods Friday will resume in January, happy holidays .

Thank you

7
|

It is time for me to retire from the chair of the Sunshine Committee. It has been a rewarding position that has
periods of activity and periods of inactivity. I've been privileged to get to know more members of our
congregation in a special and wonderful way. | am glad that | have had this opportunity. I've always
considered our whole fellowship the Sunshine Committee and they have lived up to the title. Thank you all for
your assistance. Gwen Fyke
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p Please check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list.

UUCF Board: President; Will Nettleship. Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher
Lesley Mahaffey, Gloria May, Susan Perlson, Tom Stark, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org

Website: www.uufullerton.org

The deadline for the next issue of theCommUUnicator is NOON, November 18",
Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com

The ComUUnicator is published monthly. Visitors will receive a free newsletter for five months.
Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON
P.O. BOX 4151

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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