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CommUUnicator 

The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton 
1600 North Acacia Avenue, 
Fullerton, CA 92831    Jon Dobrer, Minister 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Services begin at 10:30 am -  

Our minister will be on vacation until January 6, 2009 

January 4: Rev. Ellen Livingston, Minister Emeritus at the Monte Vista UU Congregation in 

Montclair.  The title of her sermon will be "Ring Out Wild Bells".  We look back at the tumult, 
trauma and surprises of 2008 and ahead to the new possibilities of the coming year. 

 Join us after the service in the social hall for the annual:  

All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast.  Adults:  $5; Children under 12:  $4.   
Coming of Age Mentor Orientation will be held at 12:30 pm in the Youth Chapel.   

 

January 6 Movie Night Discussion: Milk (as in Harvey) 
 

January 11: Now is the winter of our…What Shall we make it?   J.D. 
Adult RE: Who was the Real Michael Servetus?  It has been 450 years since the death of 
Michael Servetus by burning at the stake in Geneva (and they used green wood!) Every history 
of Unitarianism mentions him prominently but what did he actually believe ?  Was he a martyr to 
the Unitarian cause?   9:00 AM in the classroom off the upper parking lot. 

Congregational Meeting.  Agenda:  We will vote on whether or not to proceed with the next 
phase of the strategic planning process, a "Searching for the Future" weekend.  Funds will need 
to be approved for this venture.  See page 5 for details 

 
January 13: Board 
 
January 18: Making the Dream Come True Jon Dobrer, Minister 
 
January 20: Discussion, details to be announced    
 
January 25: Rabbi Ken Milhander from the temple 

 
January 27: Pot Luck/Salon 
 

UUCF Service Auction, February 7, 2009 

 
The Service auction is only 5 weeks away!  Mark your calendars and plan to attend.  You 
will be receiving a call in the next few days from someone on the service auction 
committee asking for your donation.  So put your thinking caps on NOW.  See page 4 



2 
 

Out of My Mind: Civil Discourse in a Civil Society Jon Dobrer,Minister 
 
Someone came up to me before the Longest Night Service on Saturday  (the 
ecumenical service by the Fullerton Interfaith Ministerial  Association FIMA) and told 
me that she read my column in the Observer  and enjoyed it, but she confessed that 
didn’t always agree with me.   I told her that I didn’t always agree with me either.  I 
can disown a position not because I didn’t believe it at the time but something  
changed.  I learned something.  I too listen, learn and change my mind.  I am fond of 
saying that life is an incomplete information problem.  We do not have all of the 
information and we cannot know the full consequences of our decisions, our actions 
or our inaction. 
 
This is exactly how the world should work.  We should be able to differ and to 
disagree and either hold or change positions without fear.  We should be able to 
express ourselves strongly, yet both kindly and respectfully.  Yet too often we get 
mad, excited and ego involved.  Too often people need to make a “them” out of 
those who differ. 
 
We have recently had some members hassled by people from the larger political world 
for expressing their own political views peacefully and, I believe, correctly.  But even 
if I were not in agreement, my point would be the same. 
 
Our larger society, with considerable help from the media (largely cable shows), has 
made “in your face” angry disagreement and name- calling the norm.  The default 
position in most any controversy is “it is all your fault—and not only are you wrong but 
you’re evil, twisted and besides your breath stinks.”  This is not immensely useful in 
building a more civil civilization. 
 
As a result of showing our face on an issue of separation of church and state—and 
pretty much settled law—we have been cited by a Nazi skinhead white supremacist 
website.  Needless to say I won’t be repeating the names and allegation but they are 
not pretty.  Even more disturbing is the name-calling from self-identified Christians.   
They seem to miss the point, the central and fundamental point of their faith.  I say 
unto them that they should turn the other cheek and if they love God whom they have 
not seen, they might try to practice loving their sisters and brothers whom they have 
seen. 
 
At the FIMA service the very same social-political issues came up in discussion 
amongst the clergy.  We talked.  We listened.  We did not come away in agreement.  
But we came away with our collegial relationships intact and our mutual respect 
undiminished.  This is as it should be—amongst different parties, faiths and “sides.”  
There is little of real importance in this complex and challenging world that we are 
likely to agree on, but if we are to survive, we must learn to  live with civility and 
respect.  It can be done.                                          Jon 

Learn more about Unitarian Universalism:     http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n 

http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE—January  2009  On Finding One’s Way Home 

India has been on my mind these last few weeks.  In the 1970’s Lois and I 
visited India twice, and since the attacks in Mumbai, I find myself 
thinking about those trips and what India, especially the city then called 
Bombay, meant to us.  We traveled there while we were living in Britain 
on a fellowship.  

As a young sculptor, I was anxious to see the sculptures of India.  Since those 
sculptures are poorly represented in western art collections, it is necessary to travel 
there to see them as they are, and to understand their context.  Some of the temples 
are near cities, but most of the historic, monumental sites are in rural areas.  We 
arrived in Bombay anxious to get our train tickets and depart for those rural areas.  
But Bombay is an arresting place, India in all its multifaceted glory.   

 

The day we arrived was the holiday of Holi, a festival where people on the street 
throw colored water on each other.  And this was but one of the many sights in the 
city that were novel to our foreign eyes.  But what was stranger than any of the sights 
of a country so different than our own, or than Britain where we had been living, was 
how much at home I suddenly felt.  Bombay, a world away from where I grew up, 
made me comfortable and cheerful in a way that Britain never did.   

 

Why was this?  I reflected on that question while we were there.  Some of it, of 
course, was simply the weather.  Bombay has the climate of California, also a western 
coast at a semi-tropical latitude.  Suddenly it was warm, and people were in short 
sleeves.  But there was more, a hectic energy, people on the make, possibility in the 
air.  Foreign as India was to us, Bombay at least was like home, like America.  I found 
myself longing to be back home, where everybody is an migrant or the child of a 
migrant, and where everybody has come together to build a new place, a place based 
not on blood lines, but on a sense of adventure that starts with abandoning a former 
home and former attitudes and trying on the new clothes of a world city.  Bombay, 
now Mumbai, is a city of people making the choice to start anew.   

 

Of course, I continue to follow events in India, and I am well aware of the multiple 
problems there, of xenophobic Hindu nationalism, of the ongoing, unsolvable problem 
of Kashmir, of caste and religious sectarianism that may drag India back to a medieval 
mindset.  But Mumbai, the lively city of migrants remaking themselves reminded me 
of New York, San Francisco and Los Angeles, of my own country, based as it is in our 
better moments on the belief that everyone can start anew.   

My best to you all for a happy 2009.                     Will Nettleship  UUCF Board President 

 

oreign Foods Friday will be happening again on January 23.  The restaurant hasn't 

yet been finalized; please watch the electronic announcements and order of service 

for the exact location.  Time will be 7 pm as usual.  Everyone is invited to come to 

enjoy a meal from another culture and fellowship with others from the church.   The sign 

up list will be available after the first of the year in the Social Hall. 

F 
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DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 2009 

—the annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists in the 
Pacific Southwest District—will be in Mesa, Arizona 
May 1-3, 2009 

The theme will be “Open doors, open hearts, exploring our sources” 
Friday night there will be a presentation of the UU Cantata "Sources," composed by the Rev. Jason 
Shelton with words by the Rev. Dr. Kendyl Gibbons, minister of the First Unitarian Society of 
Minneapolis. As described in the UU World, "Sources: A Unitarian Universalist Cantata is the seven-
movement work that Shelton and Gibbons co-created without ever meeting, working solely over email 
and phone lines for nine months in 2005 and 2006." 

 

Service Auction February 7th ~UUCF has had so many wonderful services offered for 
auction in the past and we are hoping that they will all be repeated again this year. But 
coming up with new ideas is what makes the auction fun.  So give it some thought and 
BE CREATIVE.  Your editor will be offering a square root dinner on 3-3-9 (this is only 
possible now and than).  Give a party or have a group over for a special dinner. Offer to 
animal sit or provide a night of child care or a ride to the airport.  Help someone plant a 
garden or paint a bathroom.  Can't provide a service but have some valuable items you 
would like to contribute?  That's great too.  If you have never been to the auction before 
and need some suggestions, just call Jim Fyke.  So start thinking today and contribute 
as much as you can.  This is the biggest social event of the year and our biggest 
fundraiser.  (Sometimes we even dress up for this event). Do your part for your 
community.  (Major fun and a little guilt do go together). 

  
Remember, even with the best donations available, the auction will not be a success 
unless EVERYONE attends.  You can't fill your social calendar for next year if you aren't 
there.  If your funds are limited, don't let that be a reason to stay home.  As always, there 
will be items offered at all price levels.   

 

 It's on the street...Up2UU helps local homeless toward independence!  
 
Fullerton-area homeless are pulling ahead with a new 
resume, new interviewing skills, basic computer skills, 
high school graduation and more. Up2UU, part of our 
Social Action Committee, develops independent-life 
skills, with focus on career development and job-skill 
training. Heart-felt thanks to these active Up2UU 
volunteers:  Also thanks to many others who have 
donated time and materials and who are still available as 
volunteers! 

 

Jim Fyke – donates countless hours tutoring high-school subjects, above with Ana, a 
shelter resident 

Randi Hetrick has many vocational resources, some on-line and very useful for volunteers, 

an example is  Integrating Substance Abuse Treatment and Vocational Services  

Treatment Improvement Protocol (TIP) Series 38;Nancy K. Young, M.S.W., Ph.D 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
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LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER - The International Convocation of 
U*U Women (Feb 26-Mar 1, 2009) will be a fabulous escape from winter's cold in 

Houston and a way to meet many U*U women and people of other progressive religious 
faiths!   We already have hundreds registered so the Convocation promises to be an 
extraordinary event...The deadline to apply for a partial scholarship to help you defray your 

costs to attend is December 31, 2008.  To apply for a scholarship online, go to: 
http://www.icuuw.com/html/Secure/scholarshipapplication.cfm. Remember, all 
materials and applications are due December 31st.  To register for the Convocation, 
go to: www.icuuw.com <http://www.icuuw.com/> Editor Randi Hetrick is attending. 

 

More Really Important Upcoming Events Congregational Meeting - Jan. 11, 2009  

 During November and December, Anne Thorward and Lesley Mahaffey presented to the 

congregation a proposal for an initial phase of strategic planning, known as "Searching for the 

Future". They offered three separate opportunities for congregants to learn and ask questions 

about this UUA-recommended process.  

    

On December 20, 2008 the UUCF Board of Trustees voted to recommend that the congregation 

undertake the "Searching for the Future" process, beginning the weekend of Feb. 20-22, 2009, 

and authorize spending up to $7,000 in church reserves for this process and hiring UUA 

consultant Mary Gleason. All members are urged to attend this important meeting right after 

service on January 11 to cast their vote on this important issue. 

 

Go Green Expo                             Jan . 23 - 25, 2009 . LA Convention Center 
 Go Green Expo will host this nation’s most invigorating and diverse eco-friendly event 
of its kind at the Los Angeles Convention Center from January 23rd to 25th. The Expo is 
featuring a wide variety of green products and services, including everything from 
solar panels and hybrid cars to organic food and wine.  Go Green Expo will have over 
10 seminars with leaders in the green industry, local politics, and community 
organizations discussing subjects including innovations in transportation, emerging 
energy sources, conservation and eco-entrepreneurialism.  There will also be an eco-
film festival: for information and about film dates and times visit GoGreenExpo.com.  
 

Sunshine Committee Description: 

 Sunshine Committee is our caring committee.  The committee is available to support the needs 
of our congregants during their more difficult times dealing with illness, death and to celebrate 
their joys in life. If you would like to volunteer to be part of this committee you will find it a 
gratifying experience.  Contact Barbara Burns if someone needs Sunshine committee services 
or to volunteer. 

   

Religious Education NEWS 
Happy New Year and I hope your year is off to a great start!  If you’re like a lot of folks, you 
celebrate the New Year by maybe watching some football or the Rose Parade, and then start 
thinking about letting go of the past and starting over.  And that’s exactly what New Year’s 
resolutions are - a way to let go of the past in exchange for intentions for the future. Maybe this 
year when we turn to the New Year, the seven Unitarian Universalist principles can be our guide 
to how we live.  As Unitarian Universalists, we can live in a way that daily recogniz 

http://www.icuuw.com/html/Secure/scholarshipapplication.cfm
http://www.icuuw.com/
http://www.icuuw.com/
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 Everyone is important; 

 We are fair and kind to others; 

 Church is a place where we learn together; 

 We are always learning for ourselves; 

 We have a say about things that are important to us; 

 We help make the world a better place; and 

 We help to take care of our world. 
 
So, what are you waiting for?  Make your resolution to live by our principles today and start 
living a Happy New Year the whole year through! 

 is one of the most important of the traditional 

Chinese holidays.  It begins on the first day of the first lunar month, 
which is why it’s sometimes called the Lunar New Year.  Then on 
the first night when we see a full moon (the fifteenth day of the 
Chinese New Year), it’s time again for celebration – The Lantern 
Festival.  When there is a bright full moon hanging from the sky, 
thousands of colorful lanterns are hung for people to appreciate.  

This year, Religious Education will celebrate the Chinese New Year, the Year of the Ox, with 
our annual Dragon Parade on Sunday, January 25th.  Children and youth in pre-school through 
middle school will meet together in the Youth Chapel for a special celebration – something we 
call “Shake It Up Sunday!”

 

Classroom News: Welcome to all our new families!  It’s always a pleasure to get to know 

our youngest members and new parents you can help the teachers get to know your child better 

by registering him or her after three visits to our congregation.  Registration paperwork is 

available and can be completed at our Family Resource table.  There’s an annual materials fee 

of $10 per child and a maximum of $25 per family, but no one will be turned away.  

 
At the Family Resource table, you’ll find information on upcoming events both at our church and 
throughout the district.  Parents are also kept informed about classroom events via weekly e-
mail communications, so please make sure we have your e-mail address.  In the future, weekly 
classroom news updates will be posted on the Religious Education bulletin board in the social 
hall. 
 
Parents and adults can help by remembering to sign up to assist in the R.E. program!  Adults 
are needed as classroom volunteers and to help at social events.  The Religious Education 
committee is also looking for adults who would like to share their special talents, hobbies, or 
interests with children on an occasional Sunday.  Please let Liz Heaton know if you are 
interested or would like more information. 
  

R.E. Committee Meeting 

The Religious Education Committee will meet a bit later in the month of January.  Please join 
fellow parents, teens, and interested adults on Sunday, January 18th at 12:15 in the Pre-School 
Lunchroom for January’s committee meeting.  All are welcome to attend.  Childcare is provided. 
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UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callender’s 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:30AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating 

Women’s Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM Barbara Keller  1
st
 Monday> Alice Dyer –Do you 

Believe in Satan? 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday   movie 
will be  Milk  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer  

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM       
 

 Rev. Jon Dobrer   Temple 

All Soul’s Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                                    

4th Tuesday   
Potluck 5:30PM  
Salon    6:30PM              

Rev. Jon Dobrer  
 

Temple Social Hall                     

Men’s Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Carrows in Fullerton 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  Temple 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

Bridge Night 3
rd

 Friday  7PM Claude Coppel  Contact Claude for 
location  

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., Mar., May) 

Mary Rhodes 
  

Rotating 
 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday Lou Arnwine   
 

Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 2
nd

 Sunday at 9 AM Ed Tschabrun 
Jennifer Meyers 

Upstairs classroom 
at Temple 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

A. Thorward or P. Barbush  Sanctuary 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for 
exact time and location of events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you 
more details about the groups or you can ask the individuals listed above.  If any of this information is 
incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last update:  6/08.  

 
It is with great humility that I write to let you know I am taking over for Gwen Fyke to 
head up our UU Sunshine Committee. My family is one of many to have benefited from 
her years of devoted service.  I know what hard shoes these will be to fill .Thank you for 
all your support in the past and I am looking forward to working with you. 

Gratefully,    

     

 Barbara Burns 
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☼Please check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Will Nettleship. Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher 

Lesley Mahaffey, Gloria May, Susan Perlson, Tom Stark, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun 

. 
Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of theCommUUnicator is NOON, February 18th.   
 Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 
The ComUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for 
five months. Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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