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The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Fullerton 
1600 North Acacia Avenue, 
Fullerton, CA 92831  Jon Dobrer, Minister 

Services begin at 10:30 am  
April 4:   Fellowship Dinner Appetizers, desserts, or a can or 

boxed food donation for FIES will be the "potluck" part of the meal. For our 

young people mystery pals will be revealed 
 

April 5: Sic Transit Gloria Mundi Jon Dobrer 
 

April 12: The Meaning of Eternity Jon Dobrer 

~Easter Family Celebration~ (Flower Communion) please bring a flower or two 

Adult RE: Who Wrote the Synoptic Gospels?  The Synoptic Gospels are the gospels of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke which all have very similar perspectives on the life of Jesus.  But what 
do we know about the authors of these gospels? As it turns out, scholars have a surprising 
amount of information about them.  Come and find out what is now known about Jesus' 
biographers. 9:00 AM in the classroom off the upper parking lot. Jim Fyke speaker 

 

April 19: The Greater Meaning of Passover Jon Dobrer 

 
April 26: Michael McCathy~ Storyteller will enthrall us with master storytelling 
with an Earth day theme, older children are encouraged to stay for the service 

 

The UUCF Pledge Drive is in full swing.  Everyone should have received a 
pledge card in the mail by now.  If you did not receive yours, please contact 
Will Nettleship @714-579-3636.  Do what you can for UUCF this year!!!!!!!  

  
Vision Statement of UUCF: 
“We are a diverse, inclusive, welcoming congregation that supports spiritual growth 
and education for all ages. Guided by our Principles, we provide caring service to one 
another and the larger community, bringing purpose to our lives and meaning to our 
existence.”  
 
Mission Statement of UUCF: 
“We are a welcoming spiritual community for all ages, living our principles through 
active service, embracing each other and the wider world.”  

 

Learn more about Unitarian Universalism:     http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n 

http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n


Out of My Mind:                                                           JonDobrer, Minister 
 
Religious institutions are fond of comparing themselves to a family.   Come to think of 
it, some industries do the same.  “You’re a part of Tall-Market Family”  “Come to 
Squat n Gobble and We’ll Treat You Like Family.”  It all sounds lovely—as most well-
tested slogans do, until you start to think about it. 
 
Family is tough.  Love is challenging.  They involve living with other people in some 
kind of proximity.  When in close quarters, or quarters close enough, to make 
meaningful contact, there are fouls.   We bump into each other.  We get hurt and 
hurt others.  Most of the time it is not intentional.  Most of our transgressions are 
accidents and misjudgments.  Very few of us set out to cause the people we live with, 
work with, play with and worship with intentional harm. 
 
Of course when we bump into each other we can react, “Why weren’t you looking 
where you were going?”  We can wonder aloud and often rhetorically, “Just what 
were you thinking when you said that, when you did that?”  When my wife, The Fair 
Helenkela, asks me these semi- rhetorical questions, that are actually comments 
disguised as questions, I normally don’t have a good answer. 
 
Strange, people often ask me to analyze the thoughts or motives of others, and my 
stock response is that I don’t usually know my own thoughts or motives.  I like to 
believe that I mostly mean well, but have to confess to some clumsiness.  If one uses 
as many words as I do —what with sermons, classes, and two op-ed columns—when 
one tries to  use humor, as I do, I am bound to make bad jokes, drop some bombs,  
offend sensibilities and make mistakes.  For all of these I am heartily sorry. 
 
I believe this is true for most of us.  The problem, of course, is that it is easier to 
shake off the hurts coming from a stranger.   Even a pro-forma apology from a non-
intimate often suffices.  It is much harder to forgive the trespasses of friends—hardest 
of all from family. 
 
One of the outstanding memories I have from North Africa is of English and German 
veterans of WWII meeting on old battlefields and tearfully embracing.  I have 
observed that it seems easier to forgive former mortal enemies than estranged 
friends.  This is how we are.   It is natural and normal, but I believe that as an act of 
conscious will we can do otherwise.  This belief is what gives me some hope for peace 
in the world.  But peace like family is not sentimentality.  It is achieved by hard work 
and through sometimes painful choices.                             Jon Dobrer - minister 

When cannibals ate a missionary, --they got a taste of religion. 

Don't join dangerous cults: ----Practice safe sects! 

Atheism -- --is a non-prophet organization - thanks to Mitzi Herman 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE— What would 
you miss?                     —April 2009 

Our congregation recently joined together in a 
“Searching for the Future” workshop.  The 
central activity was a Saturday afternoon when 
we gathered in the social hall to list the things 
we like about our church and the things we 
would like to have in the church.  I found one 
of the most enlightening parts of this exercise 
to be the questions we started with in the 
small breakout groups, especially: “If the 

church disappeared, what you miss?”  There were of course many answers, but I want here to 
point to three broad areas: worship, community, education.   

 

Worship: the church provides us with a regular time to come together to consider our spiritual 
journey.  I think the word regular is important here.  How many Sunday’s have we all thought 
about snoozing just a little longer, reading just a page or two more of the paper, departing on 
a jaunt to the countryside?  Yet we have acquired a habit of worship every week at the same 
time.  I believe this is a “Sabbath” activity, a “centering”, one that is removed from our 
ordinary, day-to-day work, and yet it is on the calendar, somehow inescapable.  It’s Sunday, 
so we gather, whether it is entirely convenient or not, whether we might in fact have 
something else we might do that particular Sunday, it is in short, a discipline, and it turns out 
that shape, order and yes discipline are key to acquiring and maintaining spiritual 
understanding.   

 

Community: we do look out for each other and we do help the surrounding community as we 
can.  In both of these, our individual strength is multiplied by our participation in a group.  I 
am thinking especially of our church’s response to the November wildfires.  I don’t remember 
the exact number, but many families volunteered their names to provide housing for anyone 
in our group who might be forced to flee.  This was spontaneous organized and without formal 
precedent or plan.  Most of the church leaders were away at DeBenneville Pines that 
weekend.  There we were constantly at the ready to evacuate, while Brea and Yorba Linda 
actually burned.  Those who were in the Fullerton area found someone to act as a central 
clearing agent and put together a list of people whose houses would be open as needed.   

 

Education: our religious education, both for our children and young people and for our 
interested adults continues to flourish.  We are passing along our values, not only to the 
people around us now through our service in the community, but also to people who will 
come after us through education of another generation of UU’s here in Southern California.   

 

What would we miss if the church disappeared?  All of the above, and much more besides.  
Therefore, from each us to each of in return, thank you for your participation in your church.  

Will Nettleship 

One of the most important issues facing the UUA is who should be the next 
president. The two candidates have very different perspectives on how the 

job should be handled. Consider going to http://lists.uua.org and find 

election for more information.   



Some Highlights of the ICUUW convocation held in Houston, TX Feb. 2008 
This is the first such gathering of UU women in history, planned for 41/2 years and attended by over 500 
women with attendees from 17 countries, UUCF editor Randi Hetrick was one of those attendees and files this 
brief summary: The focus of this gathering was to educate and move toward action on the issues of women 
and improving their economic status. Around the world women who live in conditions of poverty are 
sustained by their religious communities; and UU women are no exception. We learned about grassroots 
organizing for women’s rights, improving economic conditions and social justice through education, 
healthcare and safety, leadership development and economic empowerment in the context of sustainable 
environments.   Some of the speakers included: 
 

1) Rev. Dr. Laurel Hallman Senior Minister of the First Unitarian Church of Dallas a congregation she has 
served for the past eighteen years. She is currently running for UUA president.  She stresses a strengthened 
commitment to a spiritual renewal for UUA. 

 
2) Carolyn McDade the composer of one of our most beloved UU hymns, "Spirit of Life," as well as the creator 
of the Water Ceremony. She is a lover of language and sound.   We sang “Spirit of Life” in both English and 
Hungarian with our Romanian UU sisters.  Much of the music at the conference had a more contemporary or 
international quality.  As we expand our youth outreach I expect this music will show up  more often at UUCF. 

  
3)Dr. Diana Strassmann, USA   Diana Strassmann is the founding editor of Feminist Economics, the journal of 

the International Association for Feminist Economics (IAFFE). I did not realize this had the title of Feminist 

Economics (FE) but I have felt passionate about FE since the 1970’s when I lived in Saudi Arabia   Feminist 

economists argue that traditional analysis of economic systems often fails to take into account the value of the 

unpaid work being performed by men and women in a domestic setting.   F.E.  has also drawn attention to 

issues of power and inequality within families and households. Eeconomic success cannot only be measured 

in terms of goods, but must also be measured by human well-being.. A primary entitlement for all women is 

education; with an increase in levels of education will come an increase in economic success.  The benchmark 

used to be a woman needed at least an eighth grade education, now a 12th grade education is required to 

really move a woman out of poverty and into new economic opportunities, what does that say about 

girls/women even in the United States or, for example, our involvement with Circle of Friends?  Another point 

that resonated is when economic times are hard it is often hardest on women who remain primary caregivers 

for children and the elderly along with responsibilities for providing income to a family (paid or unpaid). 

 
4) Francis Moore Lappe, USA   Frances Moore Lappé has authored or co-authored 165 books, including the 
three-million-copy bestseller Diet for a Small Planet; she is co-founder of two organizations, Food First: The 
Institute for Food and Development Policy and Small Planet Institute. In 2008, Ms. Lappé was selected as the 
2008 James Beard Foundation Humanitarian Award honoree for her lifelong impact on the way people all 
over the world think about food, nutrition, and agriculture. Her writing has most recently been featured in 
The Nation and on The Huffington Post.  What a highlight and still a believer we can make policy decisions that 
will feed us all, there are 1 billion people in the world today who are close to starving and another 1 billion 
who are extremely food insecure.   
 

5) Jennifer Baumgardner and Amy Richards, USA They co-authored Manifesta: Young Women, Feminism, and 
the Future published in 2000, Grassroots: A Field Guide for Feminist Activism (2005) and Amy is the author of 
Opting In: Having a Child without Losing Yourself (2008).   They took questions on the “third wave of 
feminism” young women in their teens, twenties and thirties.  Feminism is very different for middle class 
fairly well educated young women and young women, often of color, who are still discovering they have 
options their families might have failed to consider or mention. 

 
Next month I will discuss more about micro-financing and some of the programs in Africa.  I will also 
introduce UUA’s new program Faith without Borders, this will be one of the workshop topics at the PSWD 
conference in Mesa, AZ - Randi Hetrick 
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DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 2009 
ðthe annual gathering of Unitarian Universalists in the 
Pacific Southwest District will be in Mesa, Arizona , room 
rates at the Hilton are very reasonable go to the PSWD 
website to register!                     May 1-3, 2009 

But will we miss him?   No one person will succeed him. You'll see a 

broader group of leaders with their own constituencies, but not a narrow 
band. ... [But] anyone who thinks evangelicals are going away as a social force is smoking 

something illegal.- Richard Land , President of the Southern Baptist Convention's Ethics 

and Religious Liberty Commission, when asked about who will succeed James Dobson  as 

the leader of the Religious Right. Dobson recently announced his resignation as board chair 

of Focus on the Family. (Source: The Washington Times )  

IT IS IMPORTANT WE ALL PARTICIPATE IN AT LEAST ONE OF THESE 

PROGRAMS AND SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT SUSTAIN US: 

  

1) Ralphs Rewards Card and Community Contributions - Ralphs recently launched its 
new 'Ralphs Rewards' program.  All customers completed or will be completing a new 
application and receiving a new card when they go shopping at Ralphs.  As long as our 
members link their previously enrolled Ralphs Club Cards with their new Ralphs 
Rewards Card, their participation with UUCF will continue and we will continue 
receiving rebates from our purchases. If you did not link your 2 cards together when 
you received your new Rewards Card, you must go online at WWW.Ralphs.com to 
enroll your new card with UUCF, ID #82008.  If you have any question, you may call 1-
800-443-4438. 

 

2) Are you signed up with eScrip?  Escrip is an electronic fundraising program where 
participating merchants rebate to us each time you make a purchase using your 
registered credit card, debit card or Von's grocery card. Simply register at eScrip.com. 
or at the Scrip table after services.  Our group name is the UU Church of Fullerton: ID 
#150400434.  We're excited to introduce the eScrip Online Mall downloadable link, 
which allows us to earn from online purchases made at the eScrip Online Mall. There 
are more than 800 participating merchants such as Amazon and Home Depot. 

  

3) Stater Bros. scrip is available in $25 and $50 denominations after services. 

  

June 24-28:  UUA General Assembly.  GA will be held in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Registration 

has already begun and is cheaper if completed by April 30.  Go to www.uua.org for more 
information and to complete your registration. 

  

Note: Please discontinue collecting and bringing plastic bags to church for 
Circulo de Amigas for the time being.  

 

http://go.sojo.net/ct/M1qxb-11z4PD/
http://www.ralphs.com/
http://www.uua.org/


Religious Education NEWS  
"The first of April, some do say,  
Is set apart for All Fools' Day.  
But why the people call it so, 
Nor I, nor they themselves do know. 
But on this day are people sentOn purpose for pure merriment." 
~Poor Robin's Almanac (1790)~ 
Long ago New Year celebrations began on March 25th and ended on April 1st.  But back 
in 1582, King Charles IX adopted the Gregorian calendar and accepted the beginning 
of the New Year as January 1st. People who refused to acknowledge the new date or 
simply forgot received foolish gifts and invitations to nonexistent parties. And now, 
over 400 years later we still celebrate April Fool’s Day. 

    Annual Egg Hunt for Charity 

EVERYONEôS HELP IS NEEDED TO FILL EGGS THIS YEAR FOR OUR ANNUAL EGG HUNT.  PLEASE BRING 

YOUR SPARE CHANGE TO CHURCH; OR EMPTY YOUR POCKETS AND POCKETBOOKS AND DONATE YOUR 

CHANGE FOR CHARITY AT RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONôS FAMILY RESOURCE TABLE.  WEôLL FILL EGGS 

WITH CHANGE, NOT CHOCOLATE FOR THE EGG HUNT ON SUNDAY, APRIL 12TH.  CHILDREN WILL EGGS-
CHANGE THE MONEY COLLECTED FOR PRIZES AND A DONATION WILL BE MADE TO THE ANIMAL CARE 

SERVICES OF ORANGE COUNTY. 

 

Child Dedication Ceremony 
Unitarian Universalists believe that every child brings new life and hope into the 
world.  We will be having the next dedication in May to welcome our young children 
and celebrate the blessing of this gift of life.  Please contact Liz Heaton if you have a 
child or children age five and under and would like more information about this 
ceremony. 
 

The Religious Education Committee will meet on Sunday, April 5
th
 at 12:15 

p.m. in the Youth Chapel.  Childcare is available.  The R.E. committee is a 
great way for parents and interested congregants to get involved with our 
future church community.  Please contact Jody Biloon or Barbara Burns for 
more information. 

 

 
Attention Moms and all women of the Congregation:  
April 24 - April 26:  Women's Retreat at Camp deBenneville Pines.  Register 

now.  Contact Caroline Quintanilla caroline@uucamp.org or call her at 909-794-
1252. 

 

mailto:caroline@uucamp.org
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UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callenderôs 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating 

Womenôs Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM Barbara Keller  Rotating 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM        Rev. Jon Dobrer   Temple 

All Soulôs Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                               

4th Tuesday  6:30 pm 
Potluck & Salon            

Rev. Jon Dobrer  Temple Social Hall                     

Menôs Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Carrows in Fullerton 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  Temple 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

Bridge Night 3
rd

 Friday  7PM Claude Coppel  Contact Claude for 
location  

Circle Suppers 2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., Mar., May) 

Mary Rhodes Rotating 
 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday Lou Arnwine    Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 2
nd

 Sunday at 9 AM Ed Tschabrun or Jennifer 
Myers 

Upstairs classroom 
at Temple 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Rev. Jon Dobrer Sanctuary 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for 
exact time and location of events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you 
more details about the groups or you can ask the individuals listed above.  If any of this information is 
incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last update:  3/09.  

 

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 2009  -  MINISTER:  JON DOBRER   ADMINISTRATOR :  

DONNETTE GUILTIAN  MEMBERS: PATRICK  BARBUSH; JODY  BILOON; BARBARA  

BURNS; DEL  BLANCHARD; CAROLYN  CHAMPAGNE;  ERIC DALINES; LIZ HEATON;  

RANDI HETRICK; BARBARA KELLER; JANE LIVEZEY; KATHEY SCHUSTER; MARLIES 

WORLEY 

 



 

 

 

ƿPlease check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Will Nettleship. Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher 

Lesley Mahaffey, Gloria May, Susan Perlson, Tom Stark, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun 

. 

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, February 18th.   

 Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 

The CommUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for 
five months. Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

mailto:uucf@uufullerton.org
../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/JOEKXUQ5/www.uufullerton.org
mailto:livelihood@msn.com

