The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton

1600 North Acacia Avenue,
Fullerton, CA 92831

Services begin at 10:30 am

Our Minister is back!

DO NOT FORGET TO COLLECT WATER THIS SUMMER FOR OUR WATER CEREMONY IN SEPTEMBER

Aug 2: A Fierce Unrest Jon Dobrer, Minister

Aug 9: Why | Read the Bible Jon Dobrer, Minister

Aug 16: Can Humans Give Peace a Chance? Jon Dobrer, Minister

Aug 23: The Meaning of Work Jon Dobrer, Minister

Aug 30: Echoes of General Assembly (GA)

Wisdom and Inspiration brought back to you from the 2009 annual International
meeting of Unitarian Universalists. A presentation by our 3 delegates (Dick Cole,
Tom & Anne Thorward) will be in pictures, songs, and words

------ a worship service for members, friends & guests.

It Takes a Village
Judy Boswell Griffie

It takes a whole village to raise a child
And | am a village raised child.

| am mothered by village mothers
And fathered by village fathers
Fed by village cooks

And clothed by village weavers.

| am protected by village keepers
And taught by village teachers.

| challenge the village warriors
And charm the village maids.
| dance to the village drum

Learn more about Unitarian Universalism:

And chant the village song.
| worship at village altars
And weep at village pain.

| hear stories from the village
griots

And honor the village elders.

| am loved by the village,

Loved by the village - All

And every breath and heartbeat
Echoes praise to my village God.

| am a valued African gift
Made so by village love.

http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n
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The Adult RE committee worked hard to have the inaugural evening guest lecturer series
be successful, Michael Dowd had requested a minimum of 40 people attend his lecture
on Tuesday evening, there were over 115 attendees! We had guests from Olle, book
clubs, the temple and through networking, flyers, e-mailing invitations and personal
invitations. Not only was the lecture one that generated spiritual discussion, it gave
UUCF an opportunity to reach out and introduce itself to the greater community.

UUCF FIES REPRESENTATIVES

Doris Dressler-Clark is UUCF FIES Representative to their Board.
Barbara Cutts is the UUCF ISN (Interfaith Shelter Network) Liaison
Lesley Mahaffey is the UUCF Food Distribution Liaison

Randi Hetrick is the UUCF New Vista Liaison

Kathey Schuster is the Up2UU Liaison

Up2UU volunteers Lesley and Lou coach English as a second language (ESL coaches Bill and Paige not
shown). Lou is running a weekly ESL class now at the shelter.

July Board Tidbits by Susan

The board of trustees held its first meeting in the fiscal new year with Doug Schneider as
President. Tom Thorward will continue as Vice President and this writer will continue as
Secretary. The Treasurer position remains open. The revised lease was approved by the
congregation on 7/5/09 with $50,000 paid upon approval for the 5 year term provided in the
lease.

The Children & Youth Religious Education registration packet was approved and interviews are
planned for the CO-DRE position. Liaison assignments were made for most committees. For a
full report, please refer to the minutes posted in the social hall.



. . To Serve Human Need

Lou and | are very excited about our first meeting on July 19'" of the UUCF Social
Action Committee! We appreciate the enthusiasm and participation of all who
attended the meeting, including many who have been affiliated with Social Action for
many years and some newcomers too.Our plans for reorganization include the
development of a “facts sheet” which briefly describes each of the activities
supported through the Social Action Committee. This summary will provide
information on Social Action to UUCF members and newcomers alike. Eventually, this
information will be posted on our UUCF web-site.

We discussed ways to raise funds to support our various projects, and how we might
financially support worthy causes such as FIES, the Armory, etc. Our committee had a
discussion of “share the plate” which is used at many UU congregations to raise
money for various charities. The group unanimously supported the idea, and with the
assistance of our board liaison, Al Danzig, it will be presented at the next board
meeting. We also discussed our October 24" date for a fundraising activity at the
temple, and a sub-committee will be planning that event. Please watch for details in
the next few weeks and save the date on your calendar.

Several new ideas for Social Action were also suggested, including participation in the
ADIS Walk in May, a blood drive with the Red Cross, and others. There was a
suggestion to become involved with international causes, such as participation with
the International Council of UUs. Some in the group wanted to become more involved
with political social action or social justice, and participation with UU Legislative
Ministries - CA was discussed.

Before the meeting adjourned, we decided to hold our Social Action meetings on the
second Sunday of each month at noon, just following the service in the temple. We
hope that others who are interested in social action will be joining us in the future!
On the third Sunday of each month, announcements will be made on the progress of
this group during the service.

After the meeting | was thinking about all of our little projects, and it reminded me of
the story of the boy on the beach throwing the stranded starfish back into the water
when an older man came by and said "why bother, you can’t save them all.” To
which the boy responded “It matters to that one,” as he tossed yet another starfish
back into the ocean. | see the members of our Social Action committee like starfish
throwers, helping individuals or small groups as we are able - - and it DOES MAKE A
DIFFERENCE. In my experience of supporting various causes over the years, the
rallies, marches and other large events are exciting and fun, and its’ wonderful to be
with a group of like-minded people, but what has really been the most rewarding and
memorable personally are the one to one contacts, helping individuals or small
projects. Just as the banner at the front of the church says “Help others, help
yourself.”
Debbie Langenbacher

July 2009



FULLERTON INTERFAITH EMERGENCY SERVICE, INC.

There are 13,000 homeless children in Orange County! Approximately 24,000 parents and their
children arehomeless in Orange County on any given night!*

Our mission is fo reduce or eliminate hunger and homelessness,and you can help through
donations to our Bed, Bag, and Beyond program.

Thanks to the Phelps Foundation, your donation to this FIES Program will be matched, Dollar for
Dollar, up to the first $15,000!0ur goal is to raise $100,000 for this program.

$31,000 was raised in year 1!

$7,500 has already been matched through June 30th.

Checks may be made payable to:

Fullerton Interfaith Emergency Service, Inc.

Thank you for your generous gift to BED, BAG & BEYOND.

Your tax deductible donation helps end hunger and homelessness through

prevention, intervention and after-care supportive services.

BED, BAG AND BEYOND
MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM
UP TO THE FIRST $15,000

THANKS TO THE PHELPS FOUNDATION
2009

The UUCF Service Auction held every February and is our major fundraiser, one of the
events offered every year is a tea featuring a unique theme, this year it was East
Africa and one of our speakers in July, Janice Brunson was able to attend. Janice has
been to Africa three times in the last three years working with African UU’

— Ee




TEEN FAITH STATEMENT

By a young woman

| love to paint and so | decided to represent my faith statement through art. |
took a blank canvas and painted it with lots of colors, symbols and ideas because
that’s how | see life. | painted what | believed in. When | finished | stepped back and
only saw color and words. | couldn’t ‘put my finger on it but something was just not
right. So | tried adding a stroke of color here, a dash of paint there, another symbol.
Through trial and error, | realized | was making it too complicated. So | thought about
what my faith statement really is.

| don’t believe in god, so it was a struggle at first, trying to translate what |
believe in, into a statement of faith. | realized that a faith statement does not have to
be religious. | have found that church isn’t necessarily a place to worship god, it’s a
community, a place where people with similar or very different beliefs can come
together to worship. Whether it’s in the form of praying to a god, finding inner peace,
or just opening up your heart to see new ways and ideas. | have learned through this
coming of age program that you don’t have to believe in god to be spiritual.

| personally find my spirituality through painting and running because that is
when | find my calm and inner peace. So with that in mind, | thought of what’s
important to me, my family, so | put that on the painting, Hope, Peace, finding the
truth. | believe in science and evolution, so | painted that on too. | put a tree to
represent inner peace and wings to show my belief in the freedom of choice. | also put
a golden button to remember the Golden Rule, like the DRE taught some of us as little
kids. And most importantly, a heart to show love, but part of the heart is a question
mark because | don’t know every part of my faith statement. My faith statement will
change as | grow and experience new things. My faith statement is not finished yet and
neither is this painting. So to sum up my statement, | think people are good and that
hope can get you anywhere in life. | try to live by the Golden Rule and my family is my
rock. It’s important to be knowledgeable and not ignorant, however taking a leap of
faith can be refreshing too. It’s about what drives me to make my decisions and what |
fall back on when people wonder how | can go to church when | don’t believe in a god.
Sometimes | ask myself the same question, but | find the answer in my statement. And

so | know that my journey has just begun, but with my faith statement as my guide, |
can be who | truly am and find my place in this world.

Three new children with Circle of Friends are now being sponsored by UUCF
members following Pat McCully’s update, we now sponsor a total of 6 children.

This appears to be a great opportunity to send packages together and other
endeavors to communicate with “our young ladies”. — Editor
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Religious Education
Kid Talk - Dog Days of Summer
How about these “DOG Days” of summer? Why dog days, you wonder? In summer, Sirius, the “dog
star,” rises and sets with the sun. Ancient Romans thought that the light from the bright star added to the
summer heat. So, there you have it ... dog days! Of course, the dog star’s light doesn’t really heat up the
summer months. Seasons are all about how Earth tilts toward or away from the sun. (From Church of the
Larger Fellowship Kid Talk, August 2009)

A LESSON FROM LAO-TSE EACH SUNDAY THIS SUMMER, CHILDREN IN PRE-SCHOOL
THROUGH MIDDLE SCHOOL LEARN ABOUT A DIFFERENT RELIGION. LAST MONTH, ONE OF THE
RELIGIONS STUDIED WAS TAOISM. HERE IS A POEM FROM THE ANCIENT CHINESE PHILOSOPHER
LAO-TSE WITH HIS IDEA OF HOW TO MAKE PEACE:

If there is to be peace in the world,
There must be peace in the nations.

If there is to be peace in the nations,

There must be peace in the cities.

If there is to be peace in the cities,
There must be peace between neighbors.
If there is to be peace between neighbors,

There must be peace in the home.

If there is to be peace in the home,

There must be peace in the heart.

“Tween’” Volunteers Needed for our Summer Program

Parents, please be sure to sign up your middle school kids (grades 6 — 8) to be
classroom helpers in one of the three weekly summer learning centers. The centers
focus on visual (reading a story), kinesthetic (teaching a game), and science (helping
with an activity). We also need “tween” volunteers on most Sundays to help prepare a
cultural snack. Visit the RE table for more information.

REGISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Registration for children and youth in the Religious Education program got off to a great
start! Families who register their children by Sunday, August 2" will have their name
entered in a drawing. When registering, please remember to pick your dates to
volunteer in the program. Parents are asked to volunteer in the RE program at least
four times per year.

Signing Children Out of RE

Thanks to our wonderful parents who've made the new sign-out process run so
smoothly. Since our summer classes are co-mingled, please remember to sign out
children in childcare through middle school before exiting from the playground gate.
A parent or legal guardian must sign out children.

Babies and toddlers left in childcare must be signed in and out




The Religious Education Committee will be taking the month of August off.
Information about the September meeting will be available soon. To learn how
you can get involved, please contact Jody Biloon or Barbara Burns.

UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location
Lunch Bunch: Sunday 12:30PM Pat Woodhull Marie Callender’s
After the service Placentia
Fuddy Duddies 1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge Rotating. Contact

Jan for location.

Women’s Wisdom Circle

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM

Barbara Keller

Rotating. Contact
Barbara for location.

Investment Club

3rd Monday 7PM

Gwen Fyke or
Brad Woodhull

Contact Gwen for
location

Movie and Dinner with Rev.
Jon Dobrer

1st Tuesday

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon
Dobrer

See Sunday
Announcements

3" Tuesday Discussion Group
with Rev. Jon Dobrer

3rd Tuesday 7 PM

Rev. Jon Dobrer

Church—Ilocation
rotates

All Soul’s Potluck &
Salon Discussion group

4th Tuesday
Potluck & Salon at
6:30 pm

Rev. Jon Dobrer

Social Hall

Men’s Lunch Group Alternating Wed. & Brad Woodhull Contact Brad for
Thurs. 11:45AM location
Choir Practice Every Thurs. 7PM Judi Herz In the chapel
(also Sunday 9 AM) downstairs
Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley See Sunday
Announcements
Live Theater Group Schedule will vary Carolyn Contact Clare or

Carolyn for location

Circle Suppers

2nd Sat. (times vary)
(Oct., Jan., Mar., May)

Mary Rhodes

Rotating.  Contact
Mary to sign up to
host or attend

Foreign Foods Friday

4th Friday resumes in
September

Lou Arnwine

Contact Lou for
restaurant

Adult Religious Education

3" Sunday at after
service

Ed Tschabrun or Randi
Hetrick

Sancturary,
resumes in October

Social Action Committee
Meeting

2" Sunday after the
service

Debbie Langenbacher
or Lou Arnwine

Sanctuary

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for
exact time and location of events. There are occasional changes. Announcements will usually give you
more details about the groups or you can ask the individuals listed above. If any of this information is

incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan. Last update: 4/09.
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I tPlease check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list.

UUCF Board: President; Doug Schneider

Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher, Dana Bianco, Doris Dressler-Clark, Susan Perlson,
Thomas Contreras, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150

Email: uucf®@uufullerton.org

Website: www.uufullerton.org

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, August 19",

Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com

The CommUUnicator is published monthly. Visitors will receive a free newsletter for
five months. Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON
P.O. BOX 4151

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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