
T h e  U U CF       S e p t e m b e r , 2 0 0 9  

Com m U U n ic a t or  

The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton 
1600 North Acacia Avenue, 

Fullerton, CA 92831    Jon Dobrer, Minister 
Services begin at 10:30 am                               
 

Sept. 1: First Tuesday: French Potluck & Movie (Julie & Julia) 
Discussion 6:30 at Church 
 

Sept. 6:  Is it Really All Relative? 

 
September 7:  Women's Wisdom Circle will NOT meet on Sept. 7 due to Labor Day. 

 
Sept 8: Board Meeting 
 
Sept. 13:  The Water of Life (Water Communion. Bring water from your 
vacation spot) 
 
Sept 15: Discussion 7 PM.   Caring for aging parents, partners and Selves 
 
Sept. 20: Worship Away*, the temple is not available this Sunday  congregants and guests may visit 

another church, temple or mosque.  Others may create a worshipful experience in the outdoors, meditate at the beach for 
sunset, or join with family and friends of our faith community at the park.    Join a Carpool, sign up on Sundays August 30, 
Sept. 6 and 13  

 
Sept 27: Holidays & Holy Days 
 

Learn more about Unitarian Universalism:     http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n 

 

*WORSHIP AWAY  some options - 

Anaheim  UU church www.uuchurchoc.org 

Orange Coast UU church (Costa Mesa) 9:30 & 11:15 www.ocuu.org 

Throop church, Pasadena - www.throopchurchuu.org 

 Neighborhood church, Pasadena uuneighborhood.org 

Long Beach UU Church www.uuclb.org 

UU church of Riverside  10:30 www.uuchurchofriverside.org 

UU Santa Monica 9:am & 11am. www.uusm.org 

Arlington West, Project for Peace www.arlingtonwestsantamonica.org 

Islamic Center, Anaheim 1136 N. Brookhurst St. Anaheim, CA, 714-999-2800 Services on Friday night 

 

House of Blues, Anaheim - inspiring gospel performances and an amazing buffet. 714) 778–BLUE (2583) 

http://www.uua.org/visitors/?n
http://www.uuchurchoc.org/
http://www.throopchurchuu.org/
http://uuneighborhood.org/
http://www.uuclb.org/
http://www.uuchurchofriverside.org/
http://www.uusm.org/
../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/OLK19/www.arlingtonwestsantamonica.org
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1136+N.+Brookhurst+St.+%2C+Anaheim%2C+CA+92801


 

Healthcare: What Wouldn’t Jesus Do?                                                ©2009 Jonathan 

Dobrer 

So some 47 million Americans are without health insurance.  Many millions more are under-

insured and are subject to cancellation and having their care maxed out.  Tens of thousands 

lose their coverage each day as they lose their jobs or are no longer able to make COBRA 

payments.  Meanwhile, healthcare costs go up at nearly twice the rate of real income.  Can we 

agree that there is a problem? 

I have to wonder at the fierce opposition to any change being led by so many people who 

identify themselves as conservative Christians.  I think it is fair to ask what would He have 

done?  I do not have the chutzpah to answer this questionðbeing neither a conservative nor a 

Christian, but I can be fairly clear about what He wouldnôt have done.  Go with me then to those thrilling days 

of yesteryear when He walked amongst us sinners.  Read the words of the Gospels and also the Not Jesus. 

 And Mary, called Magdalene, came to him and He cast out seven devils.  Luke 8:2 

NJ: Miss, can you tell me how many demons you have?  Seven.  Well, thatôs a lot.  Upon examining your soul, I 

see that three are pre-existing demons that you had before you came to Galilee.  So I can only get rid of four.  

And, by the way, you were kind of negligent in picking up some of these demons.  You should have been more 

careful with your body and soul, and screened your, uh, friends, more thoroughly.  So, Iôm going to have to 

require some form of co-pay even for the four covered exorcisms.  Iôd like you to render unto Caesar, that is my 

bookkeeper Fred Caesar some shekels. 

 And the blind man saw. Mark 8: 22-25 

NJ: I can see you have quite a problem.  When I first saw you staggering around, I thought you were drunk.  But 

on closer examination I behold that you are blind.  Iôm afraid that you donôt have either a vision or dental rider.  

Nothing personal, but you are declined. Good luck. 

 And the leper was healed. Mark 1: 40-45 

NJ: Oh yuck.  We all know that you are unclean, and we mean that morally as well as physically.  Just why 

should I undo what God has clearly done?  This really is far more a spiritual problem and the rot is a metaphor 

for your deeper issues.  Iôm sorry to inform you that therapy is not covered. 

 And by the forth day, when He arrives, Lazarus stinketh. John 11: 39 

NJ: You want me to what?  Heôs dead.  Yeah, I know heôs your brother and my friend, but did you get a whiff 

of that tomb?  Besides, I didnôt kill him.  You didnôt kill him.  Hell, (pardon my Aramaic) not even the Romans 

killed him.  This is Godôs work, His holy plan.  I mean itôs not like an end of life issue.  Weôre not conducting a 

death panel here.  This is more like, well, an end of death issue.  Itôs not up to me to play God or second-guess 

my Fatherôs wisdom.  

A man lame for 38 years came and was healed. John 5:5 

NJ: 38 years youôve been lame!  Talk about pre-existing conditions. Well, okay this time.  But how many lame 

guys we got here?  Wow, thatôs a lot.  Since this is a group, and clearly a high-risk group, Iôm just going to have 

to cancel their coverage.  If I healed all the lame in Galilee, Iôd never have time to write, teach, preach or hang 



September 2009 

with my friends. Besides, Iôm not sure that all these lame guys are legal Galileans.  Some are Samaritans and a 

couple look strangely pale and could be ethnic Greeks. Iôd need some official picture ID to verify their right to 

any coverage, and frankly the bureaucracy is distasteful.  I can heal anything but an entrenched bureaucracy.    

 You know, people should just take some responsibility, earn a good living and get their own healthcare.  

Between personal responsibility and Godôs grace, they have all they need.  And Iôm out of here. 

 Does it seem difficult to distinguish between the Not Jesus and the Real Jesus?  When will self styled 

Christians start imitating the Real Jesus?  His mission and grace are very clear.  He fed the masses because they 

were hungry.  He healed the sick to show us that we must try to emulate His compassion and do the same.  His 

message was love for everyone.  I think that ñWhomever talketh the talk must walketh the walk.ò 
 
TO SERVE HUMAN NEED . . . 
We are all grieved at the passing of Bill Pryor, one of our former chairmen of the Social Action 
Committee.  Bill was active throughout his life in helping others, including working for NAACP and 
teaching ESL, as well as his leadership within our congregation.  His gentle spirit and commitment 
to the greater good serves as an example for all of us involved with social action and justice.  His 
family has requested donations to the UUCF Social Action Committee as his memorial.  It is now our 
charge to make use of those donations in such a way that is responsible and consistent with Billõs 
ideals for helping both the local community and the greater world. 
 
The Social Action Committee has been very involved during the month of August.  On August 9th, 
many of us attended a fundraiser and reception in Huntington Beach for the new treasurer of 
Circulo de Amigas, Denise Flanagan.  At that event we learned from Pat McCully, founder of Circulo 
de Amigas, that UUCF had sponsored seven new girls through this program after she had made her 
presentation to our congregation on July 26th.  She said it was the first time that she had made a 
presentation where all of the girls who were in need of sponsors got them!  In our congregation 
we are now sponsoring 10 girls in Jinotega, Nicaragua. 
 
Members of our Social Action Committee and members of our congregation have been active in 
other ways in the past month. One of our UUCF teens has had an internship with Habitat for 
Humanity this summer and helped coordinate a building project in Fullerton on August 29th.  
Several of our members volunteered their time and skills for that project.  Several people have 
been helping Kathey Schuster and Up2UU in tutoring, teaching ESL, and helping with job searches 
for homeless individuals in the Fullerton area.  I have been active in weekly conference calls with 
UULMCA (UU Legislative Ministries) regarding the health care proposals before our legislators, and 
on August 21st met with staff at the office of Representative Loretta Sanchez along with members 
from the Orange Coast UU Church. 
 
The next meeting of the Social Action Committee will be September 13th in the sanctuary at 12 
noon.  Everyone is welcome, and we will be discussing our upcoming fund raiser on October 
24th,our traditional  intergenerational Halloween party.  We will also be brainstorming on new ways 
to support Circulo de Amigas, and hope that all of the new sponsors from our congregation can 
participate in this.  Here are some ways that you can get involved now: 
 * Barbara Cutts will be signing up volunteers to provide meals for homeless individuals 
residing at First United Methodist Church over a two week interval. 
 * UULMCA is continuing weekly conference calls on Monday nights from 6 to 7 to discuss the 
debate regarding health care and health insurance.  To participate, the number is 518-825-1300 
with access code 95814.  UULMCA is hosting training on health care reform on September 19th at 
the First UU Church in Los Angeles.  See the website for more details, uulmca.org.   

Respectfully submitted:  Debbie Langenbacher 



 

 

 

FULLERTON INTERFAITH EMERGENCY SERVICE, INC. 
" PUTTING THE PIECES TOGETHER," Fullerton Interfaith Emergency Services Annual 
fund-raising dinner at Angelo's & Vinci's Restaurant, will be held on Sunday, Sept. 20 
beginning with the Social Hour and Silent Auction at 4:30PM, followed by Dinner at 
5:45PM and ending with a Live Auction at 7:00PM.  Seating is limited, tickets are $60 
per person and the reservation deadline is Sept. 10, 2009.  For information: 714680-
3691 or www.fies.us .  

  

Up to UU 
Would you like to help a local homeless parent or other adult 
- Attach a resume to an email message? 
- Do the exercises in a GED (high school completion) textbook? 
- Learn and basic computer use? 
- Take an online skills assessment test? 
- Better manage work/life balance (for example, learn cheap/healthy/quick family meals)? 

  
Resumes, textbooks and materials, and volunteer training provided free. Call Kathey Schuster to explore the possibilities. 

  

Foreign Foods Friday will meet on September 25 at Zankou Chicken, 2424 W. Ball in Anaheim.  
After enjoying the Armenian/Mediterranean food there we will move to Zarkis Bakery, two doors 
down, to select from their multitude of delicious Arabic pastries.  With our pastries in hand we’ll drive 
up Euclid Street to Glad and Jim Sharp’s home at 2130 Maxzim in Fullerton for coffee and tea to 
enjoy with said pastries. Directions to all places will be available at the sign-up table. 

 You can check out the restaurant at www.zankouchicken.com/. Repeat attendees may remember 

this moveable feast from a couple of years ago.  It was a lot of fun.   Good food, good fellowship, the 
hallmarks of FFF.  Sign up in the Social Hall beginning September 6, or see or call Lou Arnwine. 

 

Red Hats, many who are members of UUCF gather with élan,  
what a bevy of bright women 
 

 
Carolyn Brisbane 

continues to recover from a serious pedestrian/bus collusion in Germany this summer, we are 
so happy she is back in the USA and able to attend UUCF events. 

http://www.fies.us/
http://www.zankouchicken.com/
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Adult Religious Education                                        NEW Program details 

NOTE NEW TIME AND DATE:  In October we will begin a series of monthly presentations on the 
third Sunday of each month at 12:15 downstairs. 
 

The October discussion will be on Contemporary Moral Issues.  It will be the discussion topic for 
Adult RE, the second Womenõs Wisdom group meeting of the month and the third Tuesday night 
discussion with Jon Dobrer, minister.  The first topic will be World Hunger and Poverty, It is 
highly recommended available handouts be read before attending one or all of these discussions.  
Handouts will be available at the fair trade coffee table.  Questions? contact Randi Hetrick. 
Other topics in the months to follow will be Planned Giving in November, Stress Busters in 
December, Thomas Starr King in January, Southeast Asian Buddhism in February, and Contemporary 
Moral Issues again in March or April.                                       Respectfully Submitted:  Dale Botts 

 

Religious Education NEWS 
Kid Talk ð Learning 

(Kid Talk, September 2006 – A publication from the Church of the Larger Fellowship) 

September brings the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah, and the start of 
the new school year.  Since so many celebrate starting school, learning is 
our theme this month and Unitarian Universalists tend to be very big on 
learning. 
 

One way you can tell is that our third Unitarian Universalist principle is a "Free 
and responsible search for truth and meaning." This means that we think each 
person needs be constantly trying to learn and grow. We believe that each 
person needs to work out for him or herself what they believe about the big 
questions of life. We learn from the beliefs of others, and respect opinions that 
might be different than our own, but we know that throughout our whole lives we 
need to keep figuring out what we believe for ourselves, and why. 

 

Your "search for truth and meaning" might involve writing about or drawing a picture about what you 
think God is, or what you think happens after people die, or why you think that people need to be 
here on this planet to begin with.  

 

Here’s some help in ―kid speak‖ to explain Unitarian Universalism: 

Most religions are designed to give people answers to the big questions like "What am I here for?" 
and "What happens when you die?" But Unitarian Universalists think that there is no single, 
guaranteed right answer for any of these big questions, so we have a church that is a community of 
people who are searching together for the best answers they can find. We're willing to listen to 
answers from all of the world's religions, as well as to what each other person thinks, but in the end 
each of us has to make up our own mind. 
 

Or a different take might be to say:  

Some religions worry a lot about what happens after you die, and whether you are "saved." But 
Unitarian Universalists worry more about what we do while we are living, and so our religion focuses 
more on things like respecting all people, working for a just world and remembering that our lives are 
connected to all of nature. 

 



 

Summer Program Continues Through September  

Our summer program runs through to September 27th with the multi-age curriculum, A World of New 
Friends.  Teens will continue to meet with Jim on the first Sunday and with Ed on the second Sunday 
of the month and attend the adult service on the third, fourth, and fifth Sundays. 
 

Religious Education Committee  

The Religious Education Committee will meet September 6th.  For more information or to 
learn how you can get involved, please contact Jody Biloon or Barbara Burns. 
 

UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callender’s 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating. Contact 
Jan for location. 

Women’s Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM Barbara Keller  Rotating.  Contact 
Barbara for location. 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM     
 

 Rev. Jon Dobrer   Church—location 
rotates 

All Soul’s Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                                    

4th Tuesday   
Potluck & Salon at 
6:30 pm         

Rev. Jon Dobrer   Social Hall                     

Men’s Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Contact Brad for 
location 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  In the chapel 
downstairs 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

    

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., Mar., May) 

Mary Rhodes Rotating.  Contact 
Mary to sign up to 
host or attend 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday resumes in 
September 

Lou Arnwine    Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 3
nd

 Sunday at after 
service 

Ed Tschabrun or Randi 
Hetrick 

Sancturary, 
resumes in October 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Debbie Langenbacher 

 or Lou Arnwine 
Sanctuary 
 
 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for exact time and 
location of events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you more details about the groups or 
you can ask the individuals listed above.  If any of this information is incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last 
update:  4/09.  
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Faith and Reason: Race, Justice, and American Political Life  -- Associate Professor 

of Politics and African American Studies at Princeton University, Melissa Harris -Lacewell, 

this year's Ware Lecturer at GA challenged us to ask about how faith and reason can 

guide our politics toward more just ends. As Americans  how can we use religious and 

rational justifications for democratic processes, policy d irections, and political goals that 

further UU principles . 

Except from her lecture,  

 

 ñéI was raised a Unitarian Universalist and Iôve always felt particularly well suited to UU-ism. After all I am a 

social scientist. My gig is to use evidence empirical to search for truths. Because I am a student of African American 

politics there are so many unrecovered truths. The history and contemporary political realities of black people in 

America remain shrouded in unconscious stereotypes and willful ignorance. But I am both a UU and a Christian. As 

a black woman I find it impossible to ignore that it was the spirit of love, accepted by enslaved black people in the 

stories and theology of Christianity that pointed a way out of no way. My search for truth has led me to study at 

Union Theological Seminary. I am there because I still stand in open mouthed wonder as I try to understand how 

black people in American came to believe in a loving, benevolent, and just God when there was so little empirical 

evidence to back that claim. To be black in America is to be a problem. 

  

In his prophetic turn-of-the-century treatise The Souls of Black Folk, W.E.B. Du Bois reflected on the experience of 

being black in America as a constant awareness that others view one as a problem--to be observed, analyzed and 

solved. For black Americans our very self is the object of the slavery question, the miscegenation threat, the Jim 

Crow solution, the Negro problem, the black family crisis, the welfare dilemma, the crime concern or the nation's 

racial scar. I am humbled in the face of comprehending that women and men who were born into slavery, and never 

expected anything but slavery for their children and grandchildren, nonetheless believed that they were equal human 

beings worthy of the love of a benevolent and intervening God. It is a different kind of knowing, one with at least as 

much power as reason and evidence. Now I know that those of us in liberal religious traditions bristle when we talk 

of faith in the public sphere. 

 

 Our national history is replete with examples of how religion has been misused to divide, to abuse, and to justify 

horror.. White slaveholders wrapped a twisted theology around their ideology of White Supremacy, selectively 

quoting scripture; they asserted that black people were cursed from the time of Noah and that God established 

slavery. Similar theologies were distorted to fit ideologies of patriarchy, segregation, imperialism, and oppression. 

Today many Conservative spokespersons continue this tradition of misusing religion. They selectively quote 

scripture, employ religious imagery, and deploy twisted religious rhetoric to support policies of unprovoked 

international aggression and domestic oppression. They exclusively discuss issues of private morality while ignoring 

public sin. They discuss moral absolutes while ignoring the teachings of Grace. In this context it is easy to simply 

write off faith talk as inherently divisive. But if we do this then we cede faith to those who will use it as a weapon 

and we lose it as a tool in our own struggles for self, community, and justice. Our commitments to reason, 

rationality, and evidence can become a kind of cynical self-righteousness.  

 

We can easily make ourselves feel superior because we have an analytic lens that allows us to see the injustices of 

the world. But that reason without faith can also paralyze. We need to know that we are not always right. Faith is a 

practice of intellectual humility: a habit that reminds us of our own limitations and encourages us to remember that 

we donôt know everything, canôt predict every outcome, and donôt control every variable. And so we come together 

in this place as Unitarian Universalists with the most audacious faith claim of all. Not a particular story about a 

particular deity. Not a claim about a special people in particular covenant with God. Not a claim about a single 

special book or a perfect set of laws and rules. We have come here today, stand here together to make the most 

ridiculous, unlikely, and powerful faith claim of all: that we can join together to make a world that recognizes the 

inherent worth and dignity of each person and that we can make that world using the power of love. We are 

determined to use the power of reason to identify the inequalities and injustices in our world. We are determined to 

marshal evidence as a tool in our work for fairness. But we must be equally determined to stamp out cynicism with 

hope, to fight hate with love, and to refuse to lose our faithé. ñ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
☼Please check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 
 

 
UUCF Board: President; Doug Schneider 
 Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher, Dana Bianco, Doris Dressler-Clark, Susan Perlson, Thomas 

Contreras, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun 
. 
Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, September 19th.   
 Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 
The CommUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for five months. 
Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 
FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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