
The UUCF CommUUnicator 
The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton 
1600 North Acacia Avenue, 

Fullerton, CA 92831                       Jon Dobrer, Minister 

Services begin at 10:30 am               December, 2009        

Dec. 5: Holiday dinner “The Magic of Winter”.Social hall at 6 PM.  

Dinner will be provided by “Catering by Greg.  Adults: $20. Children under 10:  $5.  
Reservations are mandatory!!  . 

 Dec. 6: Why All the Apocalyptic Fiction? Jon Dobrer 

Minister  UU and You Membership Class 

Dec. 13: A Time of Dedication & Rededication Jon Dobrer 

Minister-featuring  UUCF Holiday Orchestra   UU and You Membership Class 

Dec. 20: The Essential Gift of Christmas Jon Dobrer Minister Adult RE program 

12:15 downstairs - Jeanne Preble will share “Stress Busters”, child care will be available 

Dec. 24: 5 PM: Family Christmas Jon Dobrer UUCF Holiday Orchestra 

Dec.  27: Sephardic Jewish, Christian, and Secular Renaissance  
Music of the Season - A Mostly Musical Service by Ty Rust's Coventry Waites Medieval 

& Renaissance Ensemble with John Bilezikjian.  These five highly accomplished professional 
musicians will take us on a journey to our spiritual roots in the winter season."                         
       

President’s Column           I want to thank all of you for being part of our wonderful congregation 

and continually making our church a better place.  The first few months as president have been a 
positive and eye opening experience for me.  Our congregation is much more active and full of energy 
and support than I realized during my decade of being a member.  It has been inspiring to learn of all 

the different ways members commit their time and talent to help others and enrich everyone's lives.   

 This month the Observer published a picture of my children (Danny and Tara) in front of the Unitarian 

Church in Dublin Ireland.  As a family we had a great experience attending a Sunday service in 
Ireland.  It was a great feeling to worship with these strangers and yet feel so comfortable and realize 
they share our beliefs.  They even used the same hymnal!  I feel very fortunate to be part of our 
immediate community as well as part of the larger UUA.  

 As we enter the end of the year holidays and prepare for the new year UUCF will be active with 

celebrations, our Holiday Service, and preparing for 2010!  Please do not hesitate to send me an e-
mail or come and talk to me with questions, comments and suggestions.  I am proud of our community 
and look forward to hearing from you.                                                                        Doug Schneider        



Out of My Mind: This Wonderful Season 

 This is the season of joy and thanksgiving.  Itôs a time to look at our lives and our world with 

a sense of gratitude.  No, you donôt have to have a theology to be grateful for life and for this 
moment of consciousness.  It is enough to be present to the miracle.  And yes, miracles can 
have scientific explanations and still be wondrous and wonderful. 

 This is the seasonðfrom Thanksgiving to Chanukah, from Christmas to New Yearsðwhen we 
turn our attention to reviewing the past, enjoying the present and looking ahead to the new 
with increased mindfulness and commitment.  Thanksgiving reminds us to understand 

ñbountyò as the Pilgrims did.  They were cold and hungry.  Many had died in that first year.  
But even with the privations and suffering, they gave thanks for life and for the harvest that 
would sustain them through the next uncertain cycle of seasons.  They understood bounty and 

plenty, not as over-abundance but as enough.  We would do well to do the same.  At this 
moment, we do have enough. We produce enough to feed the world.  We have enough to 
share in order to make the lives of others better.  Our challenge for the moment (before 

population truly outstrips our ability to feed the world) is in distribution of our resourcesðboth 
natural and manufactured. 

 Chanukah, which means literally ñrededication.ò is about the rededication of the Temple in 

Jerusalem after a military victory.  But at a deeper level it is about people rededicating 
themselves to their identity, their traditions and their values.  As the Pilgrims were willing to 
leave everything and risk their lives for something they valued more than life itself, the 

Maccabees fought against long odds for their freedom.  Yes, they rededicated the Temple, but 
as importantly, they rededicated themselves to the awesome responsibility of being free.  

 While Thanksgiving and Chanukah are about gratitude and sacrifice, the Winter Solstice, 

Christmas and New Years are about renewal.  The sun keeps its promise every year, and 
despite the gather gloom of shorter days and longer, colder nights, we know that the sun also 
rises and warmth, light and life will return.  Itôs a promise of spring to come.  Christmas, in 

particular, is about the gift of life, of renewal and the magical miraculous incarnation of spirit 
and body that takes place at every birth.  Itôs a reminder of the eternal hope inherent in birth 
and the great responsibility we all have to love, nurture and protect these vulnerable miracles.  

From king to shepherd, across lines of race, religion and class the crèche calls on all to be 
involved.  Finally the New Year, appearing at the start of January, is well named. Janus, the 

two faced god, looks both behind, at the past year and ahead to the newða new year not 
written or predetermined but open to our input, our passions, our dedication our 
determination. 

 What will this season and new year bring to us?  I hope peace and justice.  The new year 

offers no certainties for any of us, but it does call on us to look at what we value and to give 
incarnate our values in action.                                                               Jon Dobrer, Minister 
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Board Tidbits by Susan   

We are now in the position to begin background checks for employees and teachers working with our 

children.  This is the same process that is used for volunteers in youth sports.  This is a necessary aspect 
to keeping children and congregations as safe as possible and is encouraged by our insurance provider.   

 Liz Heaton, RE Director, presented ideas about enhancing resources for our growing number of young 

families in addition to offering more intergenerational opportunities for all. Activities to be offered after 

services so stay tuned!  

  

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) would not exist without financial contributions from its 1,046 

congregations in the country, UUCF being one of them. These contributions fund programs and services 

that benefit all of us, strengthening and providing support for ministry, growth, outreach, social justice, 

among others. UUCF contributes to UUA and the Pacific Southwest District (PSWD), providing our 

"Fair Share" at the cost of $78 per member, or more than $10,000 each year. How each person is 

counted as a member depends on a couple of factors, one being that a financial contribution of record 

has been made to UUCF. This process will need to become more formalized so that there is an accurate 

and consistent policy in place. Further information will be forthcoming, but by continuing to pay our 

"Fair Share", we remain part of a vital and vibrant interdependent religious community. 

  

For full reports of board meetings, please refer to the posted minutes in the social hall. Our next meeting 

is December 8th, at 7:00. All are welcome!  

 

Foreign Foods Friday 

Foreign Foods Fridays takes a hiatus during November and December.  We'll be back on the fourth 
Friday in January, 2010.  Watch for the destination and sign up sheet early in the new year. 

 

Up2UU 
 
Up2UU thanks the UUCF congregation for November 15's 
generous Share-the-Plate gift. This support makes it possible 
for Up2UU to create, operate and maintain a website for the 
next two years (and we are designing it now)!This means that 
UUCF now sponsors a website that focuses on coaching 
career development at shelters. Other congregations and 
shelters--near and distant--will find such resources as these 
on the website: 
 
Sofiya Alper ï volunteer receptionist 

  
 

- Teaching scripts for computer skills required for office jobs, based on pre-employment tests 
- How-to guides: 
    Introduce volunteers to local shelters 
    Help case managers make the best use of volunteer time and talent 
    Write a cover letter/cover email message and use a resume 



   - Deal with challenges typical of shelter environments 
- Set of documented links to volunteer-assisted job-bank use, ESL, high school completion, grants for education, 
and literacy materials 
- Information on which employers hire ex-offenders 
- Lesson plan material for teaching life skills classes (including how to get an interview and what to say once you 
are at the interview, how to balance life and work, etc.) 

 

To serve human need . . .              Social Action committee Report 11/ 8/09 

Halloween Party (10/24) and October Share the Plate 
combined proceeds were $1,344.50. A check for this 
amount was presented to Carol Siebert of Habitat for 
Humanity ð Orange County during the Sunday Service.  
November Share the Plate will benefit our UP2UU 
program. 
 
Use of Bill Pryor Memorial Funds ($2,312) was discussed. 
The SAC voted to allocate $600 of this to cover phone 
expenses for UP2UU, which Bill had participated in.  
Debbie is to contact Billõs son to find out about a local 
drug/alcohol treatment center that we might consider as 
recipient of the balance of the funds. Other drug/alcohol 
treatment-related suggestions were Paloma House and 

Mercy House. 

 

Any net proceeds from the Emmaõs Revolution concert on 3/6/10 will benefit a charity and UUCF, 
the exact charity and split to be determined by the UUCF Board of Trustees. The SAC voted to 
recommend that the charity be the Orange County Aids Walk. Other worthy charities were 
considered, but the Aids Walk best met the goals of a) outreach to new segments of the local 
community and b) a sufficient network of support to insure sale of tickets.  

 

 

An idea for an Art Festival and Sale to benefit Circulo de Amigas (CdA) was presented and 
discussed. The artwork from the girls of CdA would be offered for sale. Artwork and handicrafts of 
UUCF members and friends would also be displayed and offered for sale. Sat., June 5, was presented 
as a possible date because UUCF already has that date reserved at the Temple. 

Submitted by L. Mahaffey 

 

Each year the FIES Holiday Clearing Program provides toys and food to 
800 less advantaged Fullerton School families, including 3,000 

children.  This yearõs distribution will take place between Nov. 30 
and Dec. 15 at the Distribution Center.  We will be collecting your toy 
donations along with our regular food donations on Sunday mornings 
through Dec. 13.  The program requests new unwrapped toys valued 
at $10 or less, and/or gently used stuffed toys and books.  There is a 
special need for infant and toddler toys as well as gifts for young 
teens, such as costume jewelry, CD players, radios, etc.  Contact 
Doris Dressler-Clark for info.   
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WE'RE SELLING THE ENTERTAINMANT 2010 BOOKS NOW. PACKED WITH MONEY SAVING 

COUPONS FOR DINING OUT, TRAVEL, ENTERTINMENT, SHOPPING AND MUCH MORE. 

O.C.ENTERTAINMENT IS ONLY $35.00.YOU"LL NOT ONLY SAVE A LOT OF MONEY WITH 

ENTERTAINMENT YOU WILL ALSO HELP TO SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH. TO PURCHASE 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 2010 FOR ORANGE COUNTY AND OTHER MAJOR CITIES IN THE 

UNITED STATES SEE AL DANZIG OR CAROLYN BRISLAWN AFTER SERVICES THIS SUNDAY. 

2009 BOOKS EXPIRE ON OCTOBER 31,200 

 

IRA tax-free distribution option to end Dec. 31, 2009. Anyone 
with an IRA and over age 70 and 1/2 are eligible to gift up to 
$100,000 to a charity.  Please feel free to contact someone on the Endowment 

Committee, the UUA Office of Legacy Gifts at 888-359-7558 or www.giftplans@uua.org for more 
information about direct contributions of qualified IRA assets or about other planned gifts. As 
with any substantial gift, we recommend that you consult your tax professionals.  

Yes,it exists. 

Yes, it is real. 
Yes, it never hurt anyone. 

Yes, it is nice to have one. 

Yes, it is easy to find. 

Yes, Jon knows about it. 

Yes, it helps all of us. 

Yes, it will definitely help our kids. 

Yes, it has a great team. 

Yes, ask Lois, Jan, Jim or Al. 
Yes, it smells good (figuratively). 

Yes, some folks gave already. 

Yes, some folks are making plan. 

Yes, you donôt have to die to do it. 

Yes, you can give while alive. 

Yes, ask about how you can play. 

Yes,òwhat is it?ò you ask. 
Yes, there is an answer. 

Yes, it is the UUCF Endowment Fund. 

 

Submitted by: 

Anne Thorward, Chair 

Planned Giving/Endowment Fund Committee 

 

 



Religious Education NEWS 
 

Celebrate!  
December is, of course, the midwinter time (in the Northern Hemisphere) full of festivals of 
light…Christmas, Chanukah, and Yule just to name a few.  This month gives us lots of 
opportunities for lighting candles and hanging lights, for presents and feasting, and for singing 
and celebrating. One of the great things about being a Unitarian Universalist is that we are 
open to celebrating lots of different holidays!  And on December 20 th, children in the RE 
program will present a short play called ñThe Solar Expressò honoring the many religious 
traditions of the world.  Casting for the play is in the process.  Please contact Liz Heaton if you 
or your child would like to participate. 
 
Many of our regularly scheduled classes will celebrate with the congregation in December. Our 
annual Holiday Dinner will be on Saturday, December 5th; we’ll have a special arts and crafts 
table for all ages.  The Santa Lucia procession is on December 6 th.  On December 13th, the 
UUCF Holiday Orchestra performs and we will have a special Child Dedication Ceremony.  
ñThe Solar Expressò is all-aboard for December 20th.    Renaissance music of the season will 
be performed for children and adults on December 27th. 

Nurturing Your Spirit  
Some of the greatest things about December are all the ways that we find to celebrate light in 
the time of darkness. Maybe you enjoy evening walks to look at the Christmas lights around 
your neighborhood, but there are even more special spiritual practices associated with the 
December festivals of light. 

 
Please remember that while lighting candles can be a 
wonderful spiritual practice, there should ALWAYS be an 
adult involved.  That said, this December, perhaps your family 
would like to try the spiritual practice of an Advent wreath. An 
Advent wreath has four candles, and each Sunday of 
December you light one more, taking the time to think about 
the four principles associated with the four candles: hope, 
peace, joy, and love. 
 

Or, you may want to think about lighting the candles of the Chanukah menorah for the eight 
days of Chanukah. Watching these candles burn provides a chance to think about the ways 
our own light can go on when it seems like we have no light left, and to think about the ways 
that we choose to stand up for our own beliefs.  
 
You can light candles for the season in the Kwanzaa kinara, taking time each evening to talk 
about the principle each candle stands for and how it might apply in your family (whether or not 
you are African-American). Excerpts are from KidsTalk, December 2005. 

KidsTalk is UUA publication from the Church of the Larger Fellowship. 
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R.E. Committee Meeting  

Join fellow parents and interested adults on Sunday, October 6 th  at 12:15 in the Youth Chapel for 

Decemberõs RE committee meeting.  All are welcome to attend.  Childcare is provided.  

 

UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callender’s 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating. Contact 
Jan for location. 

Women’s Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM 
Canceled in December 

Barbara Keller  Rotating.  Contact 
Barbara for location. 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM     
 

 Rev. Jon Dobrer   Church—location 
rotates 

All Soul’s Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                                    

4th Tuesday   
 

Rev. Jon Dobrer   Social Hall                     

Men’s Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Contact Brad for 
location 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  In the chapel 
downstairs 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

    

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., Mar., May) 

Mary Rhodes Rotating.  Contact 
Mary to sign up to 
host or attend 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday Canceled 
until January 

Lou Arnwine    Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 3
nd

 Sunday at after 
service 

Randi Hetrick or Dale Botts Downstairs 12:15 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Debbie Langenbacher 
 or Lou Arnwine 

Sanctuary 
 
 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for exact time and 
location of events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you more details about the groups or you 
can ask the individuals listed above.  If any of this information is incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last update:  

4/09. UUCF Board:  



 

 

 

 

☼Please check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Doug Schneider 

 Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher, Dana Bianco, Doris Dressler-Clark, Susan Perlson, Thomas 

Contreras, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun 

. 

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, December 19th, this 
deadline cannot be extended in December 

 Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 

The CommUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for five 
months. Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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