
The UUCF CommUUnicator  
The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton 
1600 North Acacia Avenue, 

Fullerton, CA 92831           Jon Dobrer, Minister 

Services begin at 10:30 am                                       April 2010    
 

April 4:         Easter Sunday   Jon Dobrer, Minister 
Passover-No food with any flour or leavening allowed in the Temple. 
 Flower Communion and Child Dedication Ceremony (bring flowers) 
 Intergenerational Service, no RE.  Child care only. 
 

April 6: First Tuesday Dinner & Movie Discussion Jon Dobrer, Minister 

                         
April 10:  Fellowship Dinner at 6 PM in the social hall. 
  

April 11: Every Middlesex Village & Farm Jon Dobrer, Minister 
 

April 18: “Celebrating Generosity of Spirit”.   Stewardship Sunday led by the 
Stewardship committee, this will be a special program honoring the giving of 
time, talent and treasure in myriad manifestations, uplifting and inspiring stuff! 

 

Adult RE: Faith and the Environment –a surprisingly effective collaboration, learn how different 
faith traditions validate stewardship of the earth in religious text, why the Sierra Club honored 
50 programs that combined religion and environmental stewardship and how UU’s have been 
leaders in this movement.  Provide your input on how UUCF can participate in the “Green 
Sanctuary” program. The 40th anniversary of Earth day is just around the corner. 

 

April 23-24:  District Assembly in Santa Barbara.  Register on-line now at 
www.pswd.org.    

  

April 25:       Therefore Choose Life   Jon Dobrer, Minister 

Sign up to participate or sponsor someone for the Crop Hunger Walk. (see article) 

  

April 30- May2:  UU Women's Retreat at Camp deBenneville Pines. 

   

emma’s revolution 

Anne Thorward reported a profit of about $1284.00 (R. Hetrick paid for 5 tickets twice) all of the profit 
was forwarded to AID’S Walk Orange County.  A huge, huge thank you from UUCF to Anne and Tom 
for making it happen (and so successfully).  And also a special thanks to Bill Dutton and Susan 
Perlson for their extraordinary efforts to make this concert awesome as well as the numerous 
volunteers and Sergio for changing his schedule so he could be available that evening.  We had 
many visitors that evening that had the opportunity to find out a little about UUCF and we had a rock 
the house event with that ole time singing UU style. - editor 

http://www.pswd.org/


 

Out of My Mind: So Many Questions, but Finally an Answer        Jon Dobrer, Minister 

“Where are you?”  This is the first question in the bible and it asked by God of Adam and Eve.  Most scholars 

do not believe it was because God couldn’t find them; rather they couldn’t find themselves.  The question was 

really a request that they look at themselves. 

As we enter this Annual Budget Drive, we are each asking ourselves where we are.  How do we value this 

community and what we build, make and give to each other and the larger community?  How do we attach a 

value to the songs that inspire, the classes that inform, the friends made and the legacy of reason and 

spirituality, passion and tolerance practiced and passed on to a new generation? 

What is the value of phone calls and visits when we are in pain?  What is the value of hands held and hugs 

offered?  How can we put a price of getting our spiritual, political and intellectual batteries recharged by being 

together, growing together, mourning together and celebrating together?  Truly, “A Price beyond Rubies.” 

Testimonial of Doris Dressler-Clark 

 
My family was brought to the United States by a church – a small Methodist church in Alabama.  My father 
was hired to be their Minister of Music.  My devout parents raised their children in a church family.  They 
lived their faith.  I expected to follow in their example. 

 

But their faith confounded me.  Hard as I tried I was unable to accept those final words following lengthy 
discussions – “Some things you just have to believe.”  They made it sound and look so easy. 

I went to college.  I was encouraged to ask big questions.  My church did offer the answers, but they were 
incomprehensible to me.  ONE DAY it would all become clear. 

 

I stopped going to church.  I moved to California.  O M G!  Suddenly there were so many answers. There was 
Buddha, Mohammed, Mother Teresa, and Robert Schuler!  That ONE DAY of spiritual contentedness was 
everywhere, yet nowhere in sight.  Many words spoke to me.  The urge to choose was closing in.  After all, I 
was an adult now.  It was time!    My loving parents had faith I would come around – ONE DAY. 

 

Some years ago I connected some dots:  Jon Dobrer, Out of My Mind, The Fullerton Observer, Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Fullerton, The same Jon Dobrer!I came one Sunday.  Any church setting is primally 
familiar to me.  I never feel alien.  I always arrive with expectations of wonderment, awe, mystery.  And so 
I arrived in a transformed Jewish Temple with cheerful greetings, familiar candles, a choir, hymnals and 
flowers.  There seemed to be no dress code, no robes or stoles, minimal recitations – nothing to suggest 
entrance requirements.   

 

I read the Affirmation.  Here was a community of questers - for truth and knowledge.  I was encouraged to 
join with others in my search for answers to the unanswerable. Sunday mornings were not only times for 
Biblical exploration – science, philosophy, politics, the arts were also discussed.  Questions abounded – most 
answers had caveats.  And it was OK to entertain many answers.  My ONE DAY seemed to be in sight. 

 

And then I discovered this band of questers fed each other, and quite literally, their community.  The Social 
Action Committee offered opportunities to engage in the greater community.  That first day I crashed the 
Social Action Committee meeting after church.  I’m still on that committee.  Jane Livezy took me to a FIES 
board meeting and thankfully talked me into joining their board.  I made the most wonderful new friends.    
I watched you live your faith and I was moved.  Moved to join you in living your UU principles.   

 

 So it is here that my wandering faith has brought me and I worship with a contented peace, knowing that 
my ONE DAY comes in the form of EVERY DAY at this church.   



2010 April 
 

To serve human need . . . The Social Action Committee has been very busy over the past 

month!  Of course, we helped to support a very successful fund raiser for the Orange County AIDS 
Walk, with a fabulous concert given by Emma’s Revolution.  All in attendance really enjoyed the 
music and the hopefulness of their songs.   

 

It has been an exciting time for those working with UULM-CA advocating for health care reform, 
and we are celebrating the final vote in the House, Senate and President Obama signing this 
legislation into law!  Many in the church made phone calls, signed petitions, visited local 
congressional offices, wrote letters, and attended rallies over the past several months.  

 
Last summer the Social Action Committee was given the responsibility to find a project for the Bill 
Pryor Memorial Fund.  SAC decided to sponsor a drug or alcohol rehabilitation program in the local 
area, as this was an area of need especially important to Bill.  The committee has decided to 

sponsor Hope House.  It is a co-ed drug and alcohol program in Anaheim which serves low income 
individuals with residential and other treatment services, SAC will refurbish their dining room.   
 

In the months of November through March UUCF has supported homeless individuals at the Armory 
in Fullerton.  Each Wednesday evening a group of volunteers from our church has helped to serve 
food, distribute clothing, set up sleeping cots, and so forth.  And on Sundays, we have collected 
new socks and underwear, as well as toiletries to distribute to the people who use this shelter.  
Our “share the plate” for March was dedicated to the Armory and $93.50 was raised.  This money 
will be used to purchase new socks and other needed items for those who have used the Armory 
this winter, as the shelter closes until the fall. 

We have been busy with so many projects in the past few weeks, and here are some opportunities 
you may wish to become involved in: 

 Up2UU is always in need of volunteers to assist with GED tutoring, assistance with resume 

writing, teaching classes on independent living, and so forth. 

 Circulo de Amigas fund raiser on June 5th will be an art/ talent show to raise money to 

help build a preschool/ community building in Jinotega, Nicaragua. 

 Please join us for our next Social Action Committee meeting on Sunday, April 11th after 

the service. 

Debbie Langenbacher                                                                                                SAC Co-Chair  

CROP HUNGER WALK:  Sunday, April 25th 12pm.  For many, many years UUCF has been 
involved in this walk to help stamp out hunger--both locally and globally. The goal of the walk 

this year is $100,000 and the walk is dedicated to Vi Jones (Henry Jone's wife) who passed away 

in August.  You can get an immediate start by going to this webpage and joining the UUCF team. 
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/TR/2010SpringCROPHungerWalk/General?pg=entry&fr_i

d=5133.  There are T-shirts and registration forms and other information at church explaining 

the whole program. This is a great intergenerational activity. 
 

Presented by Lesley Mahaffey and Susan Perlson 

ARE March Workshop Focused on Spiritual Gifts and Joyfulness   
A Spiritual Gift is your “calling” or “personal ministry” or “passion”. This is how we 
manifest our core values in our lives. The use of our spiritual gifts has the ability to teach us, bring us 
together, and increase our feeling of being truly alive.  Discussion points: Everyone who comes to this 
church has at least one spiritual gift. These are gifts because we use them, not because we have 
them. These gifts are essential for the church to fulfill its mission. Every gift is needed by someone. 
When a person chooses not to share his or her gift, the whole congregation, or community, missed 
out on a chance to benefit.  

http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/TR/2010SpringCROPHungerWalk/General?pg=entry&fr_id=5133
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/TR/2010SpringCROPHungerWalk/General?pg=entry&fr_id=5133


  

As Unitarian Universalists, we are given freedom to choose—freedom to follow spiritual paths and 
develop spiritual practices that are meaningful to us as individuals. How we each connect with the 
Spirit of Life in the tasks of running this church or serving the larger community is something we can 
develop by practicing mindfulness.  Ideally, we will each embrace our roles as stewards of this 
community. Simply put, this means to care for and help this church thrive!  
  
  

The following is an excerpt from Beyond Fundraising by Wayne Clark, director of the UUA 
Stewardship and Development Office: 

  

Giving is a joyous process - we see that we can make a difference, create new relationships, 
discover new perspectives, and make more meaningful connections to our surroundings - all of 
which helps us to grow spiritually.  It's not necessarily the things we do, but the spirit that 
influences the things we do.  So as we practice our faith, look for ways to be inspired, to practice 
joyful giving of our aptitudes, abilities and gifts. And by doing so, we are deepening out 
commitment to our faith community, living joyfully (a meaningful, spiritually satisfying life) and 
contributing to a better world by putting our faith into action.   

  

Summary of some of the class answers to the questions: 

  

Three things I have done or experiences in my life that I especially value are... 

changing from a youth to an adult 

joy out of giving, of my skills, knowledge, financial support of children in other countries 

walk the walk 
family - being together 

  

One of the dreams I want to accomplish in my lifetime is... 

extending beyond my influence - leaving the world better off 

healing force in church - staying strong 

valued by family 

communication within congregation, greater community, reach out to others, demonstrating our 
values, showing tolerance, we're open to ideas 

  

In the next two years I would especially like to learn... 

how to teach each other, reach out to others 

how to provide pastoral care 

how to perform tasks for others as well as take care of myself and reach out to others 

learn things to benefit others such as Spanish  

fairness 

  

The happiest periods in my life were... 

having a family, a spouse and child, cannot be a human being without a family as it teaches you 
how to be human 

having a church community to support and nurture you 

  
Other comments: 

Children grow up and are guided by their UU principles/values throughout life 

We can all write stories 

  

 



2010 April 
 

TESTIMONIAL Lee Oldham 

 

Today I’d like to tell you why I’m here.  I was raised in a very conservative Christian church.  I was 
blessed in the church as a baby, attended Sunday school, was eventually baptized, and was active 
in the youth program.  As an adult I married in the church and raised my 4 children in the church.  
Over the years I served wherever I was asked and I know we did a lot of good as a church. 

 

But during all this time I really had trouble believing what was taught.  What bothered me the most 
was that the political issues that my church always sided with were the opposite of the ones I sided 
with.  And, let’s face it; one’s political philosophy in many ways IS one’s philosophy of life.  And 

so, over the 67+ years that I attended there, I found myself often at odds with my own church. 

 

But, I was good at rationalizing the situation.  It went something like this:  the church does so 
much good in the world, why throw the baby out with the bath, or, don’t cut off your nose to spite 
your face, or, whatever cliché fits. 

 

In college I had read a short poem by Stephen Crane (remember, this is the guy that wrote that 

book we English teachers made you all read in high school, Red Badge of Courage.   He was also a 
poet).  Something in it struck me: 

 

A man went before a strange God -- 

The God of many men, sadly wise. 

And the deity thundered loudly, 

Fat with rage, and puffing. 

"Kneel, mortal, and cringe 

And grovel and do homage 

To My Particularly Sublime Majesty." 

 

The man fled. 

 
On October 12, 2008 my church basically told all members in California to vote “yes” on 
Proposition 8 and contribute all available resources of time and money to see that it passes.  That 
was the last straw.  I walked out of church that day, slammed the door, and haven’t been back. 

 

I mentioned my predicament to my brother-in-law a short time later.  He lives in another state.  He 
suggested that I check out the Unitarian Universalist church in my area.  He attends the one near 
him and really likes it. 

 

So, I checked on line and this was the closest one to me.  So on October 26, 2008 I walked into this 
sanctuary.  Everyone was very friendly, but when I saw this banner: “We need not think alike, to 
love alike” I was home. 

 

  

 

Then the man went to another God -- 

The God of his inner thoughts. 

And this one looked at him 

With soft eyes 

Lit with infinite comprehension, 

And said, "My poor child!" 

 

That’s the God I was looking for. 



 

Religious Education NEWs  
"The first of April, some do say, 
Is set apart for All Fools' Day. 
But why the people call it so, 

Nor I, nor they themselves do know. 
But on this day are people sent 

On purpose for pure merriment." 
                                           ~Poor Robin's Almanac (1790) ~ 

Nurturing Your Spirit 

April brings us the biggest holidays of the year for two of the world’s biggest religions: Easter for the 
Christians and Passover for the Jews. But April also is a time for other kinds of celebrations, 
particularly those centered on the earth and spring. 

 

Easter is the Christian celebration of the rebirth of Jesus Christ. But the celebration of 
rebirth goes back way before the time of Jesus, as people around the world celebrated 
the rebirth of the natural world that happens in spring. Is something being reborn near 
you or inside you? If the weather allows it, find a place outside where you can sit 
comfortably for a while.  Look around. What signs do you see of life being reborn 
around you? Are there new buds or leaves on the trees? Flowers blooming? Green 
plants (including weeds) coming up from the ground? Now look inside you for a bit. Is 
there anything in your life that feels new and exciting? Things that used to make you 
sad or scared that don’t make you feel so bad anymore? Honor the growing places in 
the world around you and inside yourself. Take in a deep breath, and as you let it out, 
send your good wishes to the new life you see inside and around you.  

 
 

Excerpts are from KidTalk, April 2009. 

KidTalk is UUA publication from the Church of the Larger Fellowship. 

 

Got Eggs?  RE needs your help for our annual Egg Hunt.  Please bring treat-filled eggs (no 

chocolate or candy please) to church by Sunday, April 4th.  You can drop your eggs at the Religious 
Education’s Family RE-Source Table.  We’ll hide the eggs for a kid-friendly egg hunt held during the 
social time on Easter Sunday, April 4th. 
 

Child Dedication Ceremony 

Unitarian Universalists believe that every child brings new life and hope into the world.  We’ll set 
aside a special time during our Flower Communion Easter service on April 4th for our church 
community to welcome our young children and celebrate the blessing of this gift of life.  Please 
contact Liz Heaton if you have a child or children age five and under and would like more 
information about this ceremony. 

Classroom News 

April is a special month when children of all ages gather together to celebrate spring.  Children over 
the age of five and teens will attend the Flower Communion Easter service on April 4 th.  We’ll group 
many of our classes together for the rest of April and end our month with Chalice Chapel on April 25 th.  
Teens will meet with Sean or with a guest youth adviser.  
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Volunteers are needed to help out in Religious Education on Sunday mornings.  Please see Thomas 

Contreras to sign up and help.   

Religious Education Committee is taking a break and will not meet in April. 

UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callender’s 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating. Contact 
Jan for location. 

Women’s Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM 
 

Barbara Keller  Rotating.  Contact 
Barbara for location. 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM     
 

 Rev. Jon Dobrer   Church—location 
rotates 

All Soul’s Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                                    

4th Tuesday   
 

Rev. Jon Dobrer   Social Hall                     

Men’s Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Contact Brad for 
location 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  In the chapel 
downstairs 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

    

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., March, 
May) 

Mary Rhodes Rotating.  Contact 
Mary to sign up to 
host or attend 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday  Lou Arnwine    Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 3
nd

 Sunday at after 
service 

Randi Hetrick or Dale Botts Downstairs 12:15 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Debbie Langenbacher 

 or Lou Arnwine 
Sanctuary 
 
 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for exact time and location of 
events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you more details about the groups or you can ask the 

individuals listed above.  If any of this information is incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last update:  4/09. UUCF Board:  

 

 

òThere is more to life than increasing its speed."  

-   Mohandas K. Gandhi  
 



 

 

 

☼Please check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Doug Schneider 

 Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher, Dana Bianco, Doris Dressler-Clark, Susan Perlson, Thomas 

Contreras, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun 

. 

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, April 19th, 2010 

Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 

The CommUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for five months. 
Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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