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Services begin at 10:30 am                                                    May 2010    

May 2:  Marxism: Groucho Not Karl, Jon Dobrer, Minister 

May 4 Dinner and movie discussion with Jon Dobrer 

May 9: M is for the Many Things, Jon Dobrer, Minister 

May 16: Saint Don Quixote, Jon Dobrer, Minister 

Congregational meeting to follow 

Adult RE: A UU or Two’s reflections on Buddhism and women in South 
East Asia.  Doris Dressler-Clark and Randi Hetrick attended a women’s 
Buddhist conference in Ho Chi Min City in December, 2009.  Join us for 
an informative and evocative multi-media presentation.   
This will be held in the sanctuary. 

May 18:  Salon - Technology & Culture with Jon Dobrer 

May 23: Giving Peace a Chance, Jon Dobrer, Minister 

May 30: RE / Youth led service is "Bubble Sunday" based on Byrd Baylor's The Way to Start a 

Day.  It's a sweet children's book of how people all over the world celebrate the sunrise. Pre-school and 

kindergartners will light the felt chalice.  Elementary children will perform a song.  Middle schoolers will 

help tell the story; high school youth will provide instrumental music.   

 

A BIG THANK YOU TO THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE “FULL OF” FELLOWSHIP 
DINNER, JoDy BiLoOn cooked up a mean mess of beans and rice and the catered  
part of the meal was delicious, the centerpieces and painted rocks  were so 
charming, passed around and admired by all, another wonderful UUCF event. 

   

"The most powerful tool we have for changing our environment is our 

ability to change ourselves."-  Stephanie Matthews-Simonton – 

 

-So hey, yea let’s all participate in 40-40-40, forty days of making changes 

that tread lightly on the earth for the 40
th

 anniversary of Earth Day ending 

May 27, 2010  or never… 



Out of My Mind: Mother Nature Blows Her Top                                  Jon Dobrer, Minister 

We humans are Kings of the World and Masters of the Universe until 

Mother Nature wakes up and puts us in our place. No, I'm not 

anthropomorphizing and saying we're being punished for our 

environmental sins. I'm not going the way of the Iranian Mullahs who 

are blaming earthquakes on promiscuous women--although, from time 

to time, they may make the earth move. Nor do I think God sends 
hurricanes to New Orleans because of sin. 

Nature is, in my view, fiercely indifferent to us. In other words, with 

all the earthquakes, hurricanes, tornados, tsunamis and now 

volcanoes, to quote The God Father, "It's nothing personal. It's just 

business," the business of Nature. 

Still, it does kind of put things in perspective. We build, cut, and 

plow. We burn, pour and pollute. We are the top dogs on this planet, 

and we are also next to nothing against the forces of Nature. From meteors crashing into the Gulf of 

Mexico 65 million years ago and ushering the dinosaurs into extinction, to Krakatau in the 19th century 

blotting out the sun, even our nuclear explosions are second-rate boils on Nature's body. 

The current eruption of Eyjafjallajokull in Iceland is small stuff next to the 1783 eruption of its 

neighbor Laki, which sits uncomfortably close over a related, but far larger, caldron of molten lava. 

The smoke, particulates and plume from Laki caused a Europe to miss the summer and the harvest to 

fail. Some scholars believe that scarcities caused by Laki's blow-up helped stir the French Revolution. 

We are no more prepared today to deal with a catastrophic eruption than we were in 1783. Arguably, 

we are less prepared. For all our scientific progress, there are so many more people to feed, transport, 

and manage waste for today. Were Laki to blow today's annoyances of people getting angry, hungry 

and dirty at airports would seem a springtime walk in the park. 

We are getting but a small taste of what Nature is capable of. Could we be better prepared for quakes, 

asteroids, hurricanes and volcanoes? Sure, but could we ever be truly ready to meet the challenges? Not 

a chance. Sometimes, you just have to try to hang on as Nature takes you through her thrilling ride. 

Good luck to us all 

Board Tidbits, April 2010  The Board adopted a new procedure last month that is similar to city 

council meetings regarding public comments on both agenda and non-agenda items. Members and 

friends are welcome to attend monthly board meetings and speak up to 3 minutes on each agenda item 

and up to 3 minutes total on non-agenda items. This was implemented to ensure that everyone had a 

chance to be heard and to follow the rules of decorum.  

  

The Treasurer report showed that while UUCF was ahead of 09-10 budget by more than $12,000, 

approximately $12,500 had been budgeted from reserves for current 4
th

 quarter. The outcome may be 

that the actual deficit ends up being less than the budgeted deficit. The Finance committee approved 

establishing laddered cd’s, in 1 - 3 year terms, to earn interest income from the long-term lease 

reserves, until the funds are needed. An item of concern was higher than budgeted Program expenses 

(pays for guest speakers and printing of order of service materials). To review again in May. 
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Doris Dressler-Clark was acknowledged for her amazing work as chair of the Worship Committee. 

Doris will eventually be handing the reins over to Christina Garner who will be taking over as interim 

chair for 3 months. UUCF is fortunate to have such talented folks!  

  

At the District Assembly in Santa Barbara,  3 delegates will represent UUCF. The number is 

determined based on our size and “Fair Share” financial dues that are paid to the District and UUA 

.The delegates will attend and vote at the annual business meeting that weekend. General Assembly 

(GA) will be held in Minnesota 6/23-6/27 and 4 delegates will be able to represent UUCF. This is an 

incredible chance to join thousands of other UUs from across the country and be a “witness for our 

faith”.  Please let Doug Schneider know if you are interested in attending GA.  For full reports of Board 

meetings, please refer to the posted minutes in the social hall. Our next meeting is May 11, at 7:00. 

Everyone is welcome! 

  

Respectfully submitted,                                                                                                  Susan Perlson, 

Secretary 

  

 

To serve human need . . .  

Members of the Social Action Committee have been busy in the past few weeks, including 
coordinating sign-ups and participating in the Crop Walk on April 25th. We had very good 
representation from UUCF, with several members walking that day.  Many thanks to all of 
those who sponsored walkers as well. A good time was had by all, and for a good cause!! 

 

In April our “share the plate” provided monies to help Fullerton in Service to Humanity 
(FISH), a local group that provides transportation to individuals who need rides to medical 
appointments, for grocery shopping, and other errands.  A total of $ 127.50 was raised for 
FISH by our congregation on April 18th. 

There are several ways that you can get involved with the UUCF Social Action Committee 
this month: 

 On Saturday, May 15th we will participate in Rebuilding Together OC, to provide 

home repairs for an elderly, low income couple living in Fullerton.  Anyone with 

construction experience and all teens are encouraged to participate.  Please 

contact Mike Mahaffey if you would like to help with this project. 

 If you’re not tired of swinging a hammer after the 15th, on May 20th Habitat for 

Humanity of Orange County will be having a building project in Fullerton from 7:30 

to 3:30.  Please contact their volunteer department aimee@habitatoc.org for 

further information. 

 Sign up to participate/ volunteer for “El Jardin Infantil,” a fund raiser for Circulo 

de Amigas on Saturday, June 5th to help expand their library.  Circulo de Amigas is 

an organization that provides opportunities for girls in Jinotega, Nicaragua.   

Tickets for this event are $12 for adults ($15 at the door) and $5 for children 

under 10.  Our fund raiser will provide a Nicaraguan dinner, and afterwards, an 

arts festival.  If you have creative talents, we would love to have you display/ 

sell your work or perform, and please let us know by May 16th what you would 

mailto:aimee@habitatoc.org


like to contribute to the arts festival. Please contact Debbie Langenbacher or 

Lou Arnwine for further information. 

 Our “share the plate” for May will be for Circulo de Amigas, with proceeds going 

towards the expansion of their library. 

 Throughout the year we will continue to collect donations of new socks, travel 

size toiletries, and new underwear to distribute at the Armory, the cold weather 

shelter for homeless individuals in Fullerton that is open November through March.  

A basket will be available each week in the Social Hall for your donations. 

 Please join us for our next Social Action meeting on Sunday, May 9th following the 

service. 

Debbie Langenbacher                                                                                          Co-chair 
SAC 

 

 

Budget Drive Testimonial Doug Schneider UUCF President 

 

I have been asked to share with you my experience and thoughts concerning why I belong to 
this community and support UUCF with my Time, Treasure and Talent. 

 

The theme of this year’s budget drive is “What Moves You?”  As I thought about this 
question I realized that what “moves me” has considerably expanded and evolved over the 
13 years I have belonged to this congregation.  This community has had a positive impact on 
my life and those I care about in ways I had never anticipated or imagined.  

 

I was raised without belonging to a church community, which was fine by me.  I had 
attended various churches with various friends and could not reconcile some of the beliefs 
and actions of these churches with my own personal beliefs.  I did not know a religion that 
not only accepted but had as one of its principles that “each person must be free to search 
for what is true and right in life” existed.  My parents had been raised as Catholic and 
Lutheran respectively and had become “non-practicing” so I did not have family pressure to 
attend a Church.   

 

My wife Colleen did have a friend who was a Unitarian Universalist and after our son Danny 
was born found UUCF and began to come.  After a month she convinced me to join her 
saying I would be able to reconcile my beliefs in this place.  As I entered my late 20’s I had 
begun to feel that I had missed out on some experiences that a church could offer.  I was 
curious to see if there was a way my kids could have these experiences and gain knowledge 
about religions without compromising what I’ll call “personal integrity”.   

 

After 13 years it is clear we found a magnificent community where we belong.  My personal 
beliefs are superbly captured by our 7 principles.  I identify and connect with the people 
here.  I no longer come here “just for the kids”.  I come here for my own spiritual well- 
being and growth.  I like hearing Jon’s sermons and then different viewpoints during the 
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talk back.  I am awed by the contributions our Church has given to the world at large, 
whether collecting food for those here in Fullerton or helping in Haiti.   

 

I am grateful this community exists and welcomed me and my family.  I am moved to 
support this community with my time, talent and treasure for not only what I’ll call 
“spiritual materialism” or “what I get from the Church”, but also to make sure that our 
Church is here and available for others whose own personal journey is winding its way here.  
I want to do what I can to make sure the opportunity for others to learn and find out they 
are UU’s is available to them right here in Fullerton. 

  

 

"Your life's work accumulates every day, every second you're  around. “  

             Dr. Mae Jemison  

 

TESTIMONIAL Susan Perlson 

 

First of all, let me start by saying, "thank you", to each and every one of you for being here today. 

Because of your support to UUCF in so many different ways, starting with just by being here, I belong 

to a community. Because of this community, my daughter Briana has a faith, a religious identity, and a 

group of peers and adults who care for her and have become like her second family. All of us are part 

of this community.  

  

We have all traveled such interesting paths to be here today, and, briefly explaining mine will help 

provide the context for what “moves me” about this congregation. When I was about 25 or so, I 

proudly went to my Dad, to tell him that I had made a decision to leave the family religion, 

Catholicism. I thought he would be happy with my independent thought. But he apparently saw that as 

a grave sin and so did not speak to me for several years and did not attend my wedding. That certainly 

did not show me the error of my ways!  

And to top it off, my soon to be mother-n-law had to tell me that she was disappointed that I was not 

Jewish and my mother was disappointed that I was marrying someone who was Jewish. So I did not 

miss religion for awhile. But kids changed all that. I wanted a spiritual foundation for them as my faith 

had been a constant for me as a child that involved a lot of change. I looked around at the different 

religions and remembered that it was UU ministers marrying persons of the same sex in civil 

ceremonies, and so I decided to check out UUCF. Jon isn’t here today, but as he shared last week, he 

was one of those ministers. That said all I needed to know about the UU faith.  I stay at UUCF for 

many reasons: the inspiring and thought-provoking sermons, the beautiful music, the children’s 

program, and the opportunities to help others through social action projects. But what is most iportant 

to me, what moves me, what makes me most proud, is that when you walk through that door:  

o We don’t check for a particular lifestyle 

o We don’t check whom you live with or love.  

o We don’t check if you have a particular belief system. Or, if you believe in a God or not. 

o We don’t check for your ID or papers.  We don’t check for a certain income. 

No, we don’t check.   Instead we embrace one and all. What a simple concept to embrace, one and all, 

but not so easily accomplished in this fractured world of ours. This congregation is a vibrant, thriving 

faith community, like a community garden that is made up of strong, deep roots, with lots of beautiful 

flowers and trees, enriched by the much strength and differences that we share with each other. We are 

all important to this community. We are creating something larger than ourselves. It is life affirming to 



be part of something that is bigger than us. So let me end as I started, by saying, “thank you", to each 

and every one of you for being here today. Because of all of you, I am very grateful and proud to say 

that I belong to UUCF.  
  

   

Religious Education NEWS 
ñThe Earth laughs in flowers.ò ~Ralph Waldo Emerson~ 

Nurturing Your Spirit 

Hurray for May Day!  May Day, an ancient pagan springtime holiday, is celebrated on the first day of 

May.  Its origins go back to the time of Celts.  The Celts were so happy to welcome Spring back that 

they held a festival called ñBeltaneò and lit bonfires to honor their sun god.  But the Celts werenôt the 

only people happy to bid winter goodbye.  Romans celebrated ñFloraliaò, the Festival of Flowers.  

Many of todayôs May Day customs originated from Roman celebrations and Greek flower head 

garlands.  So happy May Day, happy Spring -- and please remember to stop and smell the flowers. 

Easter Sunday Activities 
Thanks to all the wonderful children that helped make our Flower Communion Eggs-Tra special this 
year.  Celebrating Easter with family and friends always brings back warm memories.  The child 
dedication was beautiful and so touching.  Downstairs, over 400 (!) eggs were hidden about the 
playground and snack area for another fabulous egg hunt.  Thanks to those who donated eggs ï 
weôve added those to our ñhen houseò a.k.a. recycling tub for next yearôs event. 

 

Work Weekend at deBenneville Pines 

It has been a year since the teens embarked on their deck-building project at Camp deBenneville 
Pines, and that means Spring Work Weekend is once again upon us.  Itôs a great opportunity to put 
your ñhands, hearts, and energy to good useò and join other happy campers for the May 7th ï May 9th 
work weekend.  In exchange for your sweat (sweet) labor, the staff at deBenneville offers free food 
and accommodations.  Please visit www.debenneville.org and page down past UUCF church 
member and deBenneville board president, Tom Thorward and click on ñSpring Work Weekend 
Registrationò to sign up.  
 

40/40/40 for the Earth! 
UUs across America have expanded Earth Dayôs 40th anniversary on April 22, 2010 to last 40 days, 
from Sunday, April 18 to Thursday, May 27 by committing to small and large daily actions over the 40 
days for the sake of the Earth and all who live here.  Many of our kids in RE have taken the 40/40/40 
pledge by agreeing to pick up trash, making healthier eating choices, and saying ñnoò to plastic water 
bottles for the next 40 days.  RE kicked off the 40/40/40 for the Earth project by planting vegetable 
seeds and the kids agreed to water and watch them grow for the next 40 days. 
 

Classroom News Children and youth are back in their regular Sunday morning classes for the 

majority of this month.  On Sunday, May 30th, the children and youth in Religious Education (RE) will 

present Sundayôs service. 

Religious Education Committee The Religious Education Committee will meet on 

Sunday, May 2nd at 12:15 p.m. in the Youth Chapel.  Parents and interested adults are encouraged to 

attend.  Childcare is always available. 

http://www.debenneville.org/
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UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callenderôs 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating. Contact 
Jan for location. 

Womenôs Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM 
 

Barbara Keller  Rotating.  Contact 
Barbara for location. 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM     
 

 Rev. Jon Dobrer   Churchðlocation 
rotates 

All Soulôs Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                                    

4th Tuesday   
 

Rev. Jon Dobrer   Social Hall                     

Menôs Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Contact Brad for 
location 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  In the chapel 
downstairs 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

    

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., March, 
May) 

Mary Rhodes Rotating.  Contact 
Mary to sign up to 
host or attend 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday  Lou Arnwine    Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 3
nd

 Sunday at after 
service 

Randi Hetrick or Dale Botts Downstairs 12:15 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Debbie Langenbacher 
 or Lou Arnwine 

Sanctuary 
 
 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for exact time and location of 
events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you more details about the groups or you can ask the 

individuals listed above.  If any of this information is incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last update:  4/09. UUCF Board:  

 

Thank you to Anne and Tom Thorward and Chris Heaton for being UUCF 
delegates at District Assembly, UUCF members look forward to a report on 
district activities and priorities. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

ƿPlease check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Doug Schneider 

 Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher, Dana Bianco, Doris Dressler-Clark, Susan Perlson, Thomas 

Contreras, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun 

. 

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, May 19th, 2010 

Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 

The CommUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for five months. 
Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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