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Services begin at 10:30 am                                                    June 2010    

June 1: First Tuesday dinner movie discussion: Oceans Jon Dobrer, Minister 

June 6 and June 13:  UU and You Membership Class 8:45 am 

June 6: From Generation to Generation Jon Dobrer, Minister  

Teacher Appreciation Sunday  1:00 PM Memorial Service for Charlie Everett  

June 13: Our Amazing Shrinking World Jon Dobrer, Minister 

 Congregational Meeting immediately after the service.  

June 15: 7 PM: Program Council Meeting (All committee 
chairs welcome) 

June 20: What is Religion & What Does it Mean to be 
Religious? Jon Dobrer, Minister  

Adult RE: Manichaeism presented by Ed Tschabrun, Manichaeism taught an 
elaborate cosmology describing the struggle between a good, spiritual world of 
light, and an evil, material world of darkness. Complimentary snacks in the 
Manichaeism spirit provided by ARE 

June 27: "The Literature of Transcendence:  Poems that Engage the Intellect 
and Spirit" by Dr. Richard Ruppel, Professor of English, President of the Joseph 
Conrad Society of America, and UUCF member 

El Jardin Infantil June 5, 2010  Benefit for Circulo de Amigas 

 On June 5th, the UUCF Social Action Committee is sponsoring a Dinner and Arts Festival as a fund raiser to 

help build an addition for the library for children in Jinotega, Nicaragua, served by Circulo de Amigas.  Dinner 
begins at 6 PM and the Arts Festival begins at 7 PM.  Adults: $12 ($15 at the door), Children: $5.  To buy your 
tickets with Pay Pal, go to our web site, www.uufullerton.org and click on the ad you will see on the home 
page.  Or you can buy tickets in the social hall after the service every Sunday from now until the event.  Circulo 
de Amigas is an educational / service organization founded by UU member and Orange County resident Pat 
McCully, currently UUCF members sponsor 10 girls through this program because service is our prayer!  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cosmology
http://www.uufullerton.org/


Out of My Mind: Arizona, For Example                                  Jon Dobrer, Minister 

It is sometimes hard not to feel passionately about a social issue or cause.  It is yet more difficult to know what 

to do—particularly when good people on essentially the same side have radically different approaches.  How 

can we act with commitment without demonizing or trivializing people, allies really, who disagrees?  Life and 

ethical choices would be far easier if they were not so complex. 

 Okay, let me be clear with a case now before UUs in our district and the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

Arizona, responding to a real and serious issue, came up with legislation that changes the legal justification for 

stopping a person and demanding identification from the classic “probable cause” that some law has been 

violated, to “reason to suspect” that a law—an immigration law—has been violated.  This is a very big deal 

legally and constitutionally.   

 Many people, me included, believe this is fundamentally unconstitutional and will lead to profiling based on 

skin color (brown) and language (Spanish).  As UUs we are being asked to demonstrate our concerns and our 

values.  The local District has asked the UUA to study moving next year’s General Assembly, now scheduled 

for Arizona.  Many have urged us to participate in a boycott of Arizona and withhold travel and purchases.  

Others, also deeply opposed to the Arizona law, call for UUs to gather in Arizona and demonstrate, show 

solidarity and witness. 

 Some go further than asking the UUA to “study” moving GA and call for its immediate cancellation—or 

immediately upon the official moment when the law takes effect.  Still other voices, while feeling sympathetic 

to a boycott, point out that we would lose $600,000 in deposits and guarantees. The argument can turn 

uncomfortable as those who favor a full boycott ask how we can call for others to boycott, to cause economic 

pain to business people and employees who are innocent and be stopped by our own economic pain? 

 Within our own larger UU community, I do not see good guys versus bad.  I see how difficult and nuanced the 

everyday struggle to lead moral and ethical lives can be—and usually is.  While Arizona is a pertinent example, 

the issue of respecting our differences in how to engage great social, political and legal problems is truly 

global.  I will be more than interested to see how we, who value reason, handle this and if we model 

contemptuousness of our differences or mutual respect       Jon 

Editor if you have comments to this column, please send to newsletter editor and I will 
print them next month, this is a big issue for UUA and UUCF as fair share UUA members. 

Tina, former UUCF member growing (actually three days overdue) a new UU in Las 
Vegas, NV, she sends her love to all and misses us! 

Program Council Notes, this is a new committee  April 27, 2010  

Convened by Doris Dressler-Clark the Program Council met at 7 pm on April 27.  
Present were Doris Dressler-Clark, Lou Arnwine, Jon Dobrer, Debbie 

Langenbacher, Dale Botts and Anne Thorward.  

The purpose of this committee is to facilitate communication amongst the 

committees of the church and task forces that are planning, and creating 
programs.  We decided that we were not a governing body but a coordinating 
mechanism, helping the different but related parts of our community develop 

themes and  programs, as well as helping to schedule events and themes for 

better cohesiveness.  We see ourselves as aiding the Board by doing a lot of the 

committee coordination so that it does not need to be done by our governing 

board.   It is anticipated meetings will be held around three times per year.  We 
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also welcome representatives from areas not present at our first meeting.  From newsletter and music to 

membership and religious education, we can work together to develop themes and programs that will 

further deepen our experiences here.   

 As Debbie shared Social Action plans, it was evident that there was already informal communication between 

Social Action and Adult Religious Education.  Jody is doing some visual tie-ins for the children’s RE.  We will 

try to link music into up-coming themes (including Children’s Choir).  Music for programs and services has 
been related to program on an intermittent basis to date. 

We have a program coming up for Circulo de Amigas on Saturday June 5.  Dale shared that Adult Religious 

Education would be doing a series on Comparative Religion--starting with a unit of Buddhism on May 16, 

following the service.  Adult Religious Education will also present a class on Manichaeism on June 20 and in 
the fall will do some programs  loosely based on God Is Not One: The Eight Rival Religions That Run the 
World--and Why Their Differences Matter ~ Stephen Prothero  

There was also discussion about making  Share the Plate thematic with other events during that month .Next 

meeting is scheduled for June 15. Submitted with corrections (further edited by newsletter editor for newsletter 

only) by Jon Dobrer 5/19/10  

 To serve human need . . .  
Our big event for the UUCF Social Action Committee for this month will be our fund raiser, “el 
Jardin Infantil,” to raise money to support Circulo de Amigas and the expansion of their library in 
Jinotega, Nicaragua.  This is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education of girls living in 
poverty in Nicaragua, and it was founded by fellow UU and Orange County resident Pat McCully 
about 20 years ago.  Several members of UUCF sponsor girls in Jinotega, Nicaragua.  Having 
supported a variety of charities that provide educational services for children in poverty, I know 
that Circulo de Amigas is a very special organization, and one that is deserving of our support!   

  

On Saturday, June 5th at the church, the fundraiser will start with an authentic Nicaraguan dinner 
at 6 PM and an arts festival beginning at 7 PM.  There will be arts and crafts from Nicaragua as well 
as handmade items from UUCF members and from the board of Circulo de Amigas. There will be a 
“talent show” featuring performances from UUCF members, films showing the work of Circulo de 
Amigas, and raffle prizes.   

 

Other news from the Social Action Committee includes a group led by Mike Mahaffey that worked 
with Rebuilding Together OC to refurbish a home of an elderly couple in Fullerton.  Mike, four 
other brawny adults, and five teens/ youth worked to install a water heater and to construct a 
handrail for a stairway on Saturday May 15th.   

 

A group of dedicated walkers from UUCF participated in the AIDS Walk for OC on Saturday May 22nd, 
along with other UU walkers from four other churches in the area.  Many thanks to Susan Perlson 
for mobilizing UUCF members to participate in this event!  Our “share the plate” for May was 
Circulo de Amigas,” and $199.50 was collected.  This money, along with all proceeds from our fund 
raiser, will be to support the expansion of the library in Nicaragua.  Our “share the plate” for June 
will be the Bill Pryor Memorial.  Our next Social Action Committee meeting in the sanctuary on 
Sunday June 13th following the service. Everyone is welcome! 

 

Debbie Langenbacher 
Co-Chair of SAC 

 

Members of the Social Action Committee  



                                           Testimonial Tom Thorward 

 

When I think about ―What Moves Me‖ to continue to be a part of the Unitarian Universalist Church in 
Fullerton, it’s hard not to think back on the almost thirty years  I’ve been a UU and all that this 
Community, in a larger sense, has meant to me and to my life.  I met my current wife at a UU church, 
was married in a UU Church, raised three daughters in this faith and met many lifetime friends at UU 
churches.   

At times when my life has been in crisis, such as the period following the suicide of my late wife 
Rosamond in 1982 and the long term, nearly fatal illness of my youngest daughter, It was the UU 
Community that gathered around me to give me strength and to help me cope.  Time and again I 
have seen this almost unfathomable capacity of fellow UUs to give to others in need and it really 
touches my heart and moves me emotionally.  This is the reason why I have stayed connected. There 
is a real sense of community here; so lacking in many other quarters of American life in these mobile 
and unstable times.  But this church also moved me – literally: from the East Coast to the West 
Coast.  It happened like this: 

I grew up in the Adirondack Mountains of New York, and although I lived, for the last thirty years, in 
Maryland, within a stone’s throw of our nation’s capital, I was never far away from rural mountains, 
unspoiled beaches secluded trout streams, and other wonders of the natural world.  A close 
connection to nature was always one of my deep sources of spiritual renewal 

My dear wife Anne, on the other hand was born in LA, Growing up, she was used to city life, 
unending perfect weather, dry air, warm breezes and sunshine from morning to evening.  Somehow, 
the sleet and snow of the winter and stifling humid weather and biting insects of the summer (so 
much a part of our daily enjoyment in the east), never found a warm spot in Anne’s heart.  In later 
years she would tell me that she didn’t mind getting old, but she didn’t want to be old and cold. 

So we would make occasional trips to the West Coast to ―try it out‖ so to speak. I think she was 
hoping I would warm up to the horrendous traffic, over developed and commercialized landscape, 
and paved over paradise that is Southern California and decide to move here.  It just didn’t happen 
for me. 

But on those trips we would attend this church.  And, of course, one of the first people we met here 
was Dick Cole. Dick told me about Camp de Benneville Pines an absolute jewel of a mountain retreat 
in the San Bernardino Mountains, owned collectively by Southwest District UU church members.  
Anne and I visited the camp, and I instantly realized that here was my reconnection to nature.  As 
long as I could go up there on a frequent basis and renew my spirit, I could cope with the Southern 
California lowlands.  We soon moved here to Fullerton, and I have since found many things I like 
about the lowlands too, including good friends, warm sunshine and the beautiful coast. 

 Now, as the President of the Board of de Benneville Pines, I have dedicated a good part of my life to 
trying to preserve this precious, irreplaceable and sacred retreat center with all of its unspoiled natural 
beauty for future generations of UU Youth and Families to enjoy and be renewed.  It is what moves 
me. 

  

UPDATE FROM BOLIVIA: Thanks to the pressure and solidarity of many people and sisters from 
ICUUW, the Supreme Court has issued a resolution directing the Armed Forces Commander to 
declassify military archives from the period of the dictatorship. 
 
This openness will allow the families of the disappeared detainees to know where they are, 
because the army recorded everything and, of course, they know where they buried the missing 
persons after torturing and killing. In the case of my brother, precisely he was disappeared by the 
General Staff of the Army and is buried there. This measure also will allow us to know who were 
the perpetrators of serious human rights violations, they should be subjected to trials to be 
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condemned and they cannot plead superior orders. 
 
The order will be delivered today and let us hope that the army heeds the law; otherwise it will 
only be a joke and they will continue behaving as in times of the dictatorship.  We will fight for 
truth and justice, till we find our relatives. We will inform about our next steps. Let´s continue 
working for a better world. 
Thanks again,  

Olga Flores 

TESTIMONIAL Lois Nettleship 

         

         I was born into a Jewish family and grew up in New York City.  My grandparents were 
immigrants from Eastern Europe and as a child I even thought that being a grandparent meant that 
you had a Yiddish accent.  I went to Hebrew school two or three afternoons a week after public 
school and to Israel for the summer when I turned sixteen. Being Jewish was central to my identity. 

Of course I knew Christians here and there, but they were not of any major significance in 
my world.  I loved the church music of Bach but in my mind it had nothing to do with religion. I 
first read the New Testament when I was in college.  I couldn’t believe the power of its message to 
the wayward, to those who know the difference between right and wrong but yet are unable to do 
right.  In short, I saw it as a message to all human beings, even to someone like me, self-confident 
as I was at the time.  Still I had no intention of becoming a Christian. To me the gospel was a 
powerful, moving idea, not a religion. I was still a Jew, though no longer a member of a specific 
Jewish community. I prized Judaism for its ancient rituals, comforting anonymity, and stubborn 
skepticism. 

I met Will when I was in graduate school.  We were soul mates, both in love with ideas, 
music, art and each other.  The fact that he was Episcopalian mattered little to me because our 
real religion was humanism; if we had a sacred place it was our alma mater. (In fact we were 
married at Sarah Lawrence, my first alma mater.)  When people wanted to know what religion we 
would teach our children we said we would teach them Judeo-Christian values.  

When our daughters, Elizabeth and Anna, were born we celebrated Jewish and Christian 
holidays at home. As independent, free thinking individuals we didn’t see the need for a formal 
religious community.  All seemed to be going well until Elizabeth was about ten years old. She 
made friends with a school mate who belonged to an evangelical Christian church.  At first the 
friend invited her to church for various after school activities like arts and crafts.  It seemed 
innocent enough but after a while the church was calling our house asking for Elizabeth.  Could she 
come to this activity and that?  Elizabeth seemed to want to go to these church activities.  Will and 
I got worried.  We had to fight fire with fire. 

We searched around for a place of worship that would be compatible with our values.  At 
first I was not looking for a community for myself or even for my daughters, but for a way to stave 
off the evangelicals. And it worked. But one summer when Will was away building a piece of 
sculpture there was a family crisis and I found help and solace in the church community. In 
particular, Jim Cruess, Jim Gallaher, Christina Garner, and Sofiya Alper were there with wisdom 
and support.  They taught me by their example. Unexpectedly, the church has also brought me 
back to my Jewish roots. Rose Mendelson, Lorraine Rothman and Rose Bale, all now, sadly gone, 
have reminded me by their example, of the brave, strong women of Jewish tradition.  Like many of 
you, I came to UUCF for my children but have stayed for myself because the church has given me a 
community I did not know I needed, and one I now know I would not want to live without. 

  



   

Religious Education News 
 ñMy father didnôt tell me how to live; he lived and let me watch him do it.ò 

      ~Clarence Budington Kelland~ 

 (Give the man or men in your life a hug for Father’s Day) 

Nurturing Your Spirit 

June is the month of the year when delegates from UU churches across the United States and participants 

from around the world gather at General Assembly (GA) to attend workshops, worship together, and most 

importantly vote.  One of the topics that will be discussed at GA is called ―Creating Peace:  A Unitarian 

Universalist Statement of Conscience.‖  UUs believe that all people share a moral responsibility to create 

peace. Creating peace calls for actions at all level of human interactions, but ultimately peace begins within us.  

If we practice loving kindness toward ourselves, then we will be able to create compassionate relationships 

with others.  

Senior High School Teens òBridgeó 

We have a record number of teens from UUCF that will be graduating from high school this month.  On 
Sunday, June 6th, our congregation will honor six teens in a Bridging ceremony to celebrate this rite of 
passage.  Over the last ten years, I have had the privilege watching these teens grow.  Please join me 
in congratulating our spectacular group of teens! 

  

Teacher Appreciation 

June is also the time to show our appreciation to all the volunteers that generously give so much to our youth 

and children.  We will celebrate the gifts of our teachers during our Bridging Ceremony on Sunday, June 6th.   

Classroom News and Summer Program  Children and youth will attend regular Sunday morning 

classes for June.  The RE summer program kicks off on Sunday, July 4th and will run through to September 

26th.   Pre-school and elementary school children will enjoy hands-on science with this summer’s Backyard to 

the Universe program.  Miss Edie is back and will be treating the children to summer science fun.  Extra 

hands in the form of a classroom helper are needed. 

Popcorn Theology is the summer program for our middle school youth; and adults are needed on 
Sunday to lead each session.  Popcorn Theology follows a ―script‖ or outline that includes an 
entering activity, the ―premiere‖ - watching the film excerpt, ―rising action,‖ ―plot point,‖ and ―wrap up‖ 
– all terms used in film industry.  Star Trek, Saved, and Bruce Almighty are just a few movies that 
youth will watch each week.  All lesson materials including the DVD will be provided and popcorn is 
on us!  A teen program along with childcare will be offered as well.   

   

Religious Education needs a pre-school and elementary school classroom helper and a leader 
for the middle schoolôs Popcorn Theology weekly to provide this quality of programming to 
children and youth.  Please contact Liz Heaton to sign up to help.    

 

Religious Education Committee 

The Religious Education Committee will meet on Sunday, June 6th at 12:15 p.m. downstairs in the Youth 
Chapel.  The R.E. committee is a great way for parents and interested congregants to get involved with our 
future church community.  Childcare is available.  (It is suggested that parents pack a sack lunch for children 
who may be staying while parents attend the meeting.)  Please contact Jody Biloon or Barbara Burns for more 
information. 
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UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callender’s 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating. Contact 
Jan for location. 

Women’s Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM 
 

Barbara Keller  Rotating.  Contact 
Barbara for location. 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM     
 

 Rev. Jon Dobrer   Church—location 
rotates 

All Soul’s Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                                    

4th Tuesday   
 

Rev. Jon Dobrer   Social Hall                     

Men’s Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Contact Brad for 
location 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  In the chapel 
downstairs 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

    

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., March, 
May) 

Mary Rhodes ïresumes in 
October 

Rotating.  Contact 
Mary to sign up to 
host or attend 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday  Lou Arnwine    Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 3
nd

 Sunday after 
service 

Randi Hetrick or Dale Botts Downstairs 12:15 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Debbie Langenbacher 

 or Lou Arnwine 

Sanctuary 
 
 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for exact time and location of 
events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you more details about the groups or you can ask the 

individuals listed above.  If any of this information is incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last update:  4/09. UUCF Board:  

 
Doris Dressler Clark attended the National Day of Pray breakfast on UUCF’s behalf and shared the 
following prayer, ―Spirit of kindness and compassion, we come from different places to this sacred 
ground of communal caring.  We are enriched by the company of each other, and are drawn closer to 
the heart of love in this time of service.  Touch this gathering with tenderness so that we may be 
refreshed anew.  Spirit that glows in the darkness, expand our vision with faith so we may always 
remember the unending circle of life and death and love reborn that surrounds us with kindness and 
compassion.  Spirit that glistens in the light, bless this community that shares so generously with their 
hands and their hearts.  Keep us ever mindful of the powerful possibilities of love as we walk through 
all the seasons of our lives. Amen.‖ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☼Please check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Doug Schneider   Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher, Dana Bianco, Doris 

Dressler-Clark, Susan Perlson, Thomas Contreras, Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun 

 

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150  

 Email: uucf@uufullerton.org Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

 

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, June 19th, 2010  Please submit 

all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com, pictures of individuals published in the 
CommUUnicator have agreed to publication. 
 

The CommUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for five months. 
Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 
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