
The UUCF CommUUnicator  
The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton 

1600 North Acacia Avenue, 

Fullerton, CA 92831           Jon Dobrer, Minister 

Services begin at 10:30 am                                July 2010    
 

July 4: Jon Dobrer will provide a mystery sermon 
 Independence Day Barbeque.  Plan to stay with us after Church services on 

Sunday, July 4th.  There will be a barbeque luncheon for all.  $5 

                         
 

July 11:  Guest Speaker-Cynthia Denise Smith from the National 

Association of Mental Illness (NAMI) "Woman Interrupted".  She will speak about one woman's 

continuing journey from mental illness to mental and emotional healing.  None of us are as strong as we think 
we are.  The help that we receive from family, friends, religion, support groups and professionals are all very 
important.   

 

July 18: Guest Speakter – Rev. Joe Turner "Approaching Buddhism as 
a Modern Convert"  Rev. Turner is a Shin Buddhist Minister and Board Member, Orange 

County Buddhist Church.  He will explore morals, ethics and spirituality in Buddhism by retracing 
his own spiritual journey.  
  

 

 This is big folks, Adult Religious Education has an incredible program lined up for July 25 and Dr. Woodrow 
Clark will be giving both the Sunday morning sermon and a lecture at 1:00 pm.   

July 25: Guest Speaker- Dr. Woodrow W. Clark Sermon -  

Climate Change:  A Call to Action 
 
 1:00 lecture Climate Change - A Sequel to An Inconvenient Truth by 
Woodrow W. Clark II MA3, PhD, a co-recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2007 who will discuss a major paradigm change occurring now in 
environmental and economic sustainability. Dr. Clark will speak about the 
transformation of many communities to renewable energy, storage devices 
and smart grids. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased by credit card 
through the website www.uufullerton.org or by cash or check at the door.  
Please tell everyone you know and everyone you would like to know about 
this incredible opportunity to hear Dr. Clark in North Orange County, our 
church is becoming a prominent voice in the area for events that matter to 
the liberal religious community!!!! (And usually to the community at 
large).  This is beyond a timely topic and one that matters to everyone. 

 

  

"[Socrates] introduced the idea that individuals could not be intelligent on their own, that they needed someone 

else to stimulate them. ... His brilliant idea was that if two unsure individuals were put together, they could 

achieve what they could not do separately: they could discover the truth, their own truth, for themselves." 

 

*** Theodore Zeldin (b. 1933) Historian & Author *** (thanks Lesley) 



 

 

Love, Loss & Meaning                                                    Minister’s Column 

 The price of love is loss. When we give our hearts we risk having them broken.  This is a price well 
worth paying.  To protect ourselves, to save our hearts is to wear armor that prevents pain but also 
touch and intimacy. 

 We, in our little community, have suffered some serious losses in the past two years—losses of very 
precious people. On Sunday I spoke of how special Lorraine Rothman, Bill Pryor, Rose Bale and 

Charlie Everett were. How they lived lives of extraordinary meaning by living lives that were 
dedicated to acting out their values.  How each had said their own personal and special “Yes to Life.”   

 Lorraine as a pioneering feminist, activist and educator. Bill was a diplomat in Africa, Asia and an 
activist for peace and social justice here.  Rose, virtually from birth, was a gentle though determined 

advocate for workers rights, economic justice and peace.  Charlie was the embodiment of “Here I 
am,” always ready to say Yes to any request for help, comfort or company.  And finally, I thought, 

Robert Weyman, who though absent for reasons of declining health in recent years, gave so much to 
our community and the larger world as a moving force behind the Christmas in April program and 
Rebuilding Orange County.  All were extraordinary yet ordinary-seeming people whose lives and 

efforts enriched us and our world. 

 Then Sunday morning I received word from Robin Thornton that Georgia had passed away. And 

though it was not unexpected—I’d seen her three weeks ago in Eugene Oregon—still the reality and 
finality were a shock.  Georgia was another special person who brought so much beauty into our 

world and blessed us and all who knew her with her art. But ultimately it was her passion, her wit, 
her loving heart that made her life her greatest work of art.   

 Then Sunday evening I found out that my old dear friend but brand new member, Natalie Kennedy 
had died in that afternoon. While tending her garden and replacing water thirsty plants with 

succulents, her great and giving heart just simply stopped.  She too was a person of special gifts, 
simple gifts and great accomplishments.  She helped found the Fullerton Observer and was a leader 
in fighting for fair housing in Orange County. She was an early supporter of the farm workers union 

and a dedicated Democrat.  

 Is there a lesson here?  Yes.  We all are special and potentially powerful—able to make a difference, 

change things and right wrongs.  All of these wonderful people looked regular from a distance but up 
close each led lives of meaning, lives that gave flesh to their values.  Each left legacies of love and 

made our world better for having been here.  Each left our lives richer for having shared some of 
their journeys. They left us with good aches in our hearts and inspiration from, as Mother Teresa 
wrote: “Not so much doing great things but doing small things with great love.” 

Jon Dobrer 

Rev. Dobrer will be on vacation following the July 4th sermon for the month of July. 
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  President’s Message----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-Hello! 
 As we approach the end of June we also approach the end of service by two of our Board Members, 
Susan Perlson and Tom Thorward.  Susan served as Secretary this past year and a total of four 
consecutive years on the Board.   Tom served as Vice President and Treasurer this past year.  I 
thank them both for doing a great service to our community through their dedication and attention to 
detail performing Board activities.   
  

I also want to welcome Lois Nettleship and Dale Botts to the Board starting July 1st and welcome Al 
Danzig back for a second term!  I look forward to working with the entire new Board and I am 
excited about the upcoming year.   
  

The Budget Drive was a great success and I want to thank everyone that worked on the Drive and 
also everyone that contributes to our Church with their Time, Treasure and Talent.  We are in a sound 
financial position and in great shape to continue to provide services in support of our membership in 
alignment with our faith.   
  

Lastly, thank you for electing me as your President for the next fiscal year.  It is an honor to serve our 
congregation in this capacity.  The most rewarding part of the job is being able to see how much 
everyone does and how each member makes a positive difference in our world.  Thank you all for 
your efforts!    
  

Doug Schneider 
  

  

òI am here to live out loudó Emily Zola (a favorite quote of your editor) 
 

To serve human need . . .  
 

Itôs hard to believe that one year ago Lou and I were beginning to make plans on how to reconfigure the 

Social Action Committee.  We wanted to preserve many of the activities that had been a part of Social Action at 

UUCF, such as supporting organizations like the Armory, the Crop Walk, Circulo de Amigas, and FIES 

(Fullerton Interfaith Emergency Services).  It was important, we believed, to ensure that any new projects fit 

within our UU principles or were supported by a larger UU committee such as UULM-CA or UUSC.  There 

was also the challenge of deciding how best to use monies from the Bill Pryor Memorial that would reflect his 
priorities for Social Action.  The board had provided us with $1200 ñseed moneyò and there was a small amount 

of money designated specifically for Circulo de Amigas when we started. 

One of the first things we decided in our Social Action Committee was to initiate ñshare the plate.ò  

Since last September every third Sunday has been ñshare the plateò Sunday with half of the money collected, 

excluding pledge money, going towards a charity specified by the Social Action Committee and the remaining 

half going to the general fund for our church.  Since September we have collected $1,889 for a variety of local 

charities; FIES, the Armory, FISH (Fullerton in Service to Humanity), Up2UU, Habitat for Humanity, AIDS 

Walk of OC, and Hope House.  One Sunday we devoted ñshare the plateò to Circulo de Amigas.  Each of these 

charities has benefited from our generosity and the UUCF general fund has also collected $1,889. 

We have had three successful fund raisers since one year ago.  In October we had a Halloween party to 

raise money for Habitat for Humanity of OC which raised $1,345 for that organization.  In March we hosted 

ñemmaôs revolutionò for a great concert and to raise $1,288 for the AIDS Walk of OC.  The AIDS Walk raises 

money for a variety of local charities including shelters for homeless individuals, drug or alcohol rehabilitation, 

and other community projects. Finally, in June we collaborated with Circulo de Amigas to host a dinner and arts 

festival which raised $4,370 to help with their project of renovating their library for the families served in 



Jinotega, Nicaragua.  In addition there were special collections for various causes, including our traditional 

collection for FIES on Christmas Eve.  We had two emergency collections as sanctioned by UUSC in which we 

raised $2,527 in relief funds for survivors of the massive earthquake in Haiti and $426 for UUôs suffering from 

the flood in the Tennessee Valley this spring.  Altogether we raised about $13,000 through ñshare the plate,ò 

our three fund raisers, Crop and AIDS walks, and special collections. 

In addition to money raised for various organizations, members of our church and of the Social Action 

Committee have participated in a variety of activities.  Last fall several backpacks and school supplies were 

provided for girls sponsored through Circulo de Amigas.  During the holiday season members of the 

congregation were generous in providing 20 gifts to girls served by Crittenden Homes, and many more holiday 

gifts were donated for FIES and WTLC (Womenôs Transitional Living Center).  Many members of the 

congregation participated in the Crop Walk in April or the AIDS Walk of OC in May.  This spring church 

members worked on two projects through Rebuilding Together OC.  From November to April church members 

volunteered at the Amory on Wednesday evenings, and each Sunday socks, toiletries, and underwear were 

collected for homeless individuals served by the Armory.  All through the year church members participated in 

tutoring for the GED, teaching life skills, and assistance with resume writing through Up2UU.  On the political 

front, several church members promoted the views of UULM-CA regarding health care reform by visiting with 

our legislators, letter writing, signing petitions, making phone calls, and attending rallies. 

A sub-committee of the Social Action Committee worked on finding just the right project for the Bill 

Pryor Memorial, with the entire committee voting on our final selection.  After visiting several drug and alcohol 

rehabilitation programs in the local area we decided on helping to renovate the dining room of Hope House in 

Anaheim.  Hope House serves adults with substance abuse problems and turns no one away for lack of funds.  

They provide a range of treatment options along with involving the family of the client whenever possible.  The 

renovation of the dining room at Hope House is expected to be completed this summer. 

Together we have all made an impact upon our community and the larger world.  We began with a total 

of $1,500, Social Action traditions to uphold, and a few new ideas.  In the end we spent $1,585 and donated 

about $13,000 to local charities and national or international organizations which exemplify our principles. We 

gave of our time and talent to support many worthy causes over the course of this year. All this makes me proud 

to be part of a church that ñwalks its talk.ò 

 

Debbie Langenbacher, Co-chair Social Action Committee  

 

The 200th anniversary of the birth of Margaret Fuller affords us an 

opportunity to celebrate this famous Unitarianôs life, work and legacy. Unitarian 

Universalist ministers and lay people have been holding special events and 

services since January 2010 to acclaim Fullerôs multiȤfaceted life as an author, 

conversationalist, journalist, friend, companion, mother, and wife. The span of 

her life coincided with an era known as ñThe Flowering of New England,ò a 

time she shared with the looming figures of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David 

Thoreau, Bronson Alcott, Elizabeth Peabody, and Nathaniel Hawthorne, among 

others.   She was born on May 23ed, 1810 but I did not have room in the 

newsletter to give Margaret her due that month, here are a few quotes and 

comments, I encourage you to read more about this remarkable woman and if 

you will be in New England this summer try and attend some of the exhibits and events occuring in her honor. 

Author, editor, and teacher, Fuller contributed significantly to the American Renaissance in literature and to 

mid-nineteenth century reform movements. A brilliant and highly educated member of the Transcendentalist 

group, she challenged Ralph Waldo Emerson both intellectually and emotionally. Women who attended her 

"conversations" and many prominent men of her time found Fuller's influence life-changing. Her major work, 

Woman in the Nineteenth Century, published in 1845, profoundly affected the women's rights movement which 

had its formal beginning at Seneca Falls, New York, three years later.  

http://www.uua.org/uuhs/duub/articles/ralphwaldoemerson.html
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Margaret was the first-born child of Unitarian parents, Margarett Crane and Timothy Fuller, Jr. Margarett 

Crane's family were Unitarians in Canton, Massachusetts. Her father was determined she receive an 

extraordinary education, drilling her in Latin and other subjects before the age of six.  She spoke several 

languages and was accomplished in many disciplines. 

ñThe position I early was enabled to take was one of selfȤreliance. And were all women as sure of their wants as 
I was, the result would be the same. But they are so overloaded with precepts and guardians who think that 

nothing is so much to be dreaded for a woman as originality of thought or character, that their minds are 

impeded with doubts till they lose their chance of fair, free proportions. The difficulty is to get them to the point 

from which they shall naturally develop selfȤrespect, and learn selfȤhelp. ȤȤ Woman in the Nineteenth Century 
(1845) (her seminal work) 

In the spring of 1850 Ms. Fuller, who had given birth to a son with a young Italian nobleman sailed to 

America  ñI have a vague expectation of some crisis, I know not what. But it has long seemed that, in the year 

1850, I should stand on a plateau in the ascent of life, where I should be allowed to pause for a while, and take 

more clear and commanding views than ever before. Yet my life proceeds as regularly as the fates of a Greek 

tragedy, and I can but accept the pages as they turn. ñȤȤ Letter (Spring 1850)  

Henry David Thoreau on the Shipwreck that claimed Margaretôs and her family livesð The ship struck at 

ten minutes after four A.M., and all hands, being mostly in their nightclothes, made haste to the forecastle, the 

water coming in at once. There they remained; the passengers in the forecastle, the crew above it, doing what 

they could. Every wave lifed the forecastle roof and washed over those within. The first man got ashore at nine; 

many from nine to noon. At floodȤtide, about half past three oᾳclock, when the ship broke up entirely, they came 
out of the forecastle, and Margaret sat with her back to the foremast, with her hands on her knees, her husband 

and child already drowned. A great wave came and washed her aft. The steward had just before taken her child 

and started for shore. Both were drowned. ȤȤ Henry David Thoreau in a letter to Ralph Waldo Emerson (25 July 

1850), published in The Writings of Henry David Thoreau (1906), Vol. 6, p. 183Ȥ184  

Thoughts written by contemporaries after her death She possessed more influence on the thought of 

American women than any woman previous to her time.ȤȤ Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, in 

History of Woman Suffrage. She wore this circle of friends, when I first knew her, as a necklace of diamonds 

about her neck. They were so much to each other that Margaret seemed to represent them all, and to know her 

was to acquire a place with them. The confidences given her were their best, and she held them to them. She 

was an active, inspiring companion and correspondent, and all the art, the thought, the nobleness in New 

England seemed at that moment related to her and she to it. She was everywhere a welcome guest.  

-- Ralph Waldo Emerson in Memoirs of Margaret Fuller Ossoli (1852), p 213  

An historianôs view  

Her specter haunted all who knew her, and many who did not. Henry James, born in New York in 1843, stood 

beside his father on a Hudson River excursion boat and heard Washington Irving tell that Margaret Fuller had 

been drowned the day before. Even at the age of seven this small boy was resolved to be one on whom nothing 

is lost, and he knew, if nobody else did, that a heroine had gone to a heroic death.  

Last word, Margaret Fuller once said ᾴI find no intellect comparable to my ownᾴ  

Ed. Note: I have always admired Margaret Fuller because she was both a great intellect and spicy, she was 

brave enough to try to live a life of purpose and passion at a time when women were rarely permitted to 

do either.  Her friendship with Ralph Waldo Emerson was unique at a time married men did not engage in 

intellectual debate with an unmarried woman.  There are some very good biographies of Margaret Fuller 

and a play about her, her real life is certainly more remarkable than any Victorian novel. 



Religious Education NEWs  

Happy July! And Happy Birthday to our country! 

 

Nurturing Your Spirit  Tanabata is the Japanese holiday known as the ñstar festival,ò but it is also a 
festival, which celebrates the story of lovers who are separated by a 
river of stars.  One of the Tanabata traditions is to write love poems 
or wishes and hang them from bamboo.  You might want to try 
writing your own poems, maybe in the Japanese haiku form. 
Remember, a love poem doesnôt have to be about romantic loveðit 
could be about anything you love, from trees to chocolate. And a 
wish doesnôt have to be a wish for youðit could be a wish for a 
friend, or for the whole world.  You can learn more about Tanabata 
by visiting www.2camels.com/tanabata-festival.php. 

 

Our Summer Program 

Children and youth begin their summer program on Sunday, July 4
th
.  This year, 

weôve added a new section for our junior high school youth.  Hereôs a short recap 

of Julyôs schedule: 

   Pre-School – Grade 6       Junior High:  Grades 7-8  

   July  4:    Heifer International           Heifer International   

         Read to Feed   Read to Feed 

 

  July 11:     You are Awesome      Bruce Almighty 

   What is Your Cosmic Age?            Whoôs got the Power? 

 

  July 18:  You are Made of Star Stuff   Contact 

            Life of the Stars   What do I Take on Faith? 

 

  July 25:  What is the Sun Creating?     N/A – Adult Service 

        Model of the Sun                   Dr. Woodrow Clark   

http://childrensbooks.suite101.com/article.cfm/write_a_haiku
http://www.2camels.com/tanabata-festival.php
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Parents of youth in junior high will be provided a list of the movie excerpts that will be shown as part 
of the Popcorn Theology program.  A permission slip must also be completed.  Teens will also 
continue to meet over the summer, or attend the regular adult service. Childcare for ages 3 and under 
will be offered as well.   

  

Volunteers are still needed most Sundays to help in the  
pre-school through 6

th
 grade program. 

Please contact Barbara Burns or Fred Kushner to sign up to help. 
 

Religious Education Committee  

The Religious Education Committee will not meet in July.  The next committee is tentatively 

scheduled for Sunday, August 1st.   

UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule* Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch:   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   MarieCallenderôs 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating. Contact 
Jan for location. 

Womenôs Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM 
 

Barbara Keller  Rotating.  Contact 
Barbara for location. 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
Canceled in July 

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM     
Canceled in July 

 Rev. Jon Dobrer   Churchðlocation 
rotates 

All Soulôs Potluck &                       
Salon Discussion group                                                    

4th Tuesday   
Canceled in July 

Rev. Jon Dobrer   Social Hall                     

Menôs Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Contact Brad for 
location 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  In the chapel 
downstairs 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

    

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., March, 
May) none in summer 

Mary Rhodes Rotating.  Contact 
Mary to sign up to 
host or attend 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday  Lou Arnwine    Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 4th 
Sunday at after 

service in July 

Randi Hetrick or Dale Botts Downstairs 12:15 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Debbie Langenbacher 

 or Lou Arnwine 
Sanctuary 
 
 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for exact time and location of 
events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you more details about the groups or you can ask the 

individuals listed above.  If any of this information is incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last update:  4/09. UUCF Board:  



 

 

 

 

 

ƿPlease check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Doug Schneider 

 Board members: Al Danzig, Catherine Gallaher, Dana Bianco, Doris Dressler-Clark, Susan Perlson, Thomas Contreras, 

Tom Thorward, Ed Tschabrun, Lois Nettleship and Dale Botts 

. 

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, April 19th, 2010 

Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 

The CommUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for five months. 
Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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