
The UUCF CommUUnicator  
The Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton 
1600 North Acacia Avenue, 

Fullerton, CA 92831        Jon Dobrer, Minister 

Services begin at 10:30 am                           September 2010 

 
Women’s wisdom circle will resume third Monday of September 

 

Sept 5: Labor Day--Work, Production & Consumption 

Jon Dobrer, Minister 

Sept 7 First Tuesday Movie/Dinner 

 
September 11: Fall Potluck 

 

September 12: "Orphans, Religion, and Society" Summer Albayati-

Dadah, Youth Minister, Orange County Unitarian Universalist Church 

and seminary student.  She holds a BA in Psychology and Social Behavior from 

UCI and a MA in Education from Pepperdine. 
  

Sept 19 What is Life? Water!:  (Water Communion) bring  

water from your travels this summer around the corner or around the world 

Jon Dobrer, Minister 

 

Sept 26: Trust, Faith & Faithfulness Jon Dobrer, Minister 

 
FFF will meet on the fourth Friday, September 24.  Watch for the location in 
the electronic announcements and Sunday bulletin 
Fullerton Civic Light Opera, 2011 season.  Four exciting, new shows in the orchestra 
section for only $168 per person.  Call or email Judi Herz, (714) 538-7632, or 
2429jual@socal.rr.com, for details 

"We must remember the past, define the future, and challenge the present -
- wherever and however we can. It will take the rest of our lives even to 

begin. But then, what else have we to do?"- Jane O'Reilly, American feminist 

and humorist  

mailto:2429jual@socal.rr.com


 

Minister’s Column       Out of my mind: Major Combat Operations in Iraq 

Have Ended: Again!                                                    ©2010 Jonathan Dobrer 

On May 3, 2003 George W Bush announced that "major combat 
operations in Iraq have ended." It was not true. Tonight on August 18, 
2010 our government offered a press release proclaiming essentially the 
same thing. This too is untrue. 
 

As I watched, what the military named "The Last Patrol," cross over into Kuwait, I was 
sad--even despondent. Of course I'm glad that major combat is over (at least for now) 
and only 50,000 men and women, plus uncountable military contractors, remain in 
harm’s way. However, we are very far from seeing the last American killed in action. We 
are still advising and consulting. We are still available to partner with Iraqi forces on 
patrol. We are still part of a war that has no end in sight. We have already announced 
plans to more than double the number of private security people! 

 

Yes, we are leaving--kind of. And yes, our military did everything we asked of them. But 
they couldn't do what they couldn't do. They couldn't make Iraqis make peace with each 
other. We leave months past their great national election with their parliament having 
met once for 18 minutes. We leave with no government and no governing coalition. We 
leave Iraq broken. 

 

I am so sad that so many of our men and women were killed, maimed and carry injuries 
on the inside. I am so sad that we have accomplished virtually nothing since President 
Bush's first false declaration of an end to major combat. If we went into Iraq Saddam 
Hussein and make sure there were no weapons of mass destruction, these goals were 
indeed achieved virtually in the beginning. If we went in to make Iraq a model 
democracy, we failed. If we went in to block Iranian ambitions, we did worse than fail; 
we gave Iran an immense boost in power and prestige. 

 

At a cost of over 4,400 American lives and countless physical and psychic injuries, we 
deposed a very bad Sunni enemy of Iran and replaced him with an Iran-friendly Shiite 
power with revenge against the Sunnis as its unifying core principle. 

 

We leave: We leave the Sunnis insurgent once more because they cannot simply wait 
for the Shiites to extract their revenge. We leave the Kurds both militant and threatened 
by a taste for independence that threatens both Baghdad and Ankara. We leave Iran, 
Russia and China with the oil contracts and our spilled blood in the sand. If there is 
anything that we don't leave and might take away from this debacle it is the limits of 
military power to build things. Their proper job is to break things, and they did that 
superbly. 

Our failure is of politics and policy. Our failure has been great but ultimately the major 
unanswered question upon which history will judge us and our fate depends is: Have we 
learned anything.                                                                                                          Jon 



2010 September 
 

President's Message                                                             Doug Schneider 
It is hard to believe the fall season is almost upon us.  I hope everyone has had a 
summer with periods of enjoyment and positive experiences.  One of my positive 
experiences occurred at the July Board meeting.  This was our first meeting with the 
new group and we needed volunteers to fill the roles of Vice President, Secretary 
and Treasurer.  My concerns that some arm twisting would be needed were unfounded.  
Dana Bianco jumped in to be Secretary and did a fabulous job starting immediately.  
Lois Nettleship agreed to take on the Treasurer duties, and Al Danzig stepped up to be 
our Vice President.  In addition, Dale Botts, Thomas Contreras, Doris Dressler-Clark, 
Catherine Gallaher and Ed Tschabrun have all taken on responsibilities for the 
committees and groups to ensure our Church communicates and runs smoothly.  I want 
to thank all the Board members for their efforts! 
 One item that is central to our Church is our Sunday Service.  Every week the services 

are inspirational and provide an uplifting time for us to meet as a community.  While the 
Services seem to happen by "Magic", the truth is we have a very talented and dedicated 
worship committee that works hard to ensure our Sunday's are magical!  Doris Dressler-
Clark stepped down as the Committee's Chair in June and Christina Garner has served 
as interim Chair for the summer.  On behalf of the Congregation I want to thank them 
both for their leadership and dedication.  We are now looking for a new Worship 
Committee Chair or Co-Chairs!  If you have an interest in being part of making this 
magic please contact me.  Thank you to the entire Worship Committee for doing an 
excellent job!      I hope to see you all at Church,                                                            
 

Up2UU/CareerWise: Thanks almost entirely to the work of Up2UU 

volunteers, the non-profit CareerWise received two grants this summer 

to expand career development for people who live at Orange County 

shelters.  Special recognition is due to volunteers who are leading our 

expanding efforts (and putting in many hours) at three of the shelters: 

Lesley, who is working with battered women at Women's Transitional 

Living Center; Jim who has expanded our career lab hours at HIS 

House in Placentia from 8 to 30+ hours a week, and Greg who set up FIES' new weekly mobile 

computer career lab (for homeless clients who live in a church basement) and a website for the 

volunteers. To see Up2UU members at work in the community, visit this webpage: 

http://www.charitableventuresoc.org/CDBrochure.pdf (You can also see the new logo designed 

by Paige and Lesley!)                                                                               Kathey Schuster, Director  
 
Greg works with 
people who live 
in the curtained 
spaces on the 
right so they can 
find work and 
acquire job 
skills. 

 

 

http://www.charitableventuresoc.org/CDBrochure.pdf


To serve human need . . .  

 
First of all I would like to welcome Lesley Mahaffey as our new co-chair for the Social Action 

Committee.  She has much energy and great ideas to contribute to our group, to say nothing of 

her organizational skills! I want to extend a warm thank you to Lou Arnwine, our past co-chair 

for the Social Action Committee, for all of her hard work and dedication to reviving this 

important committee within UUCF.  Lou always had wonderful ideas, and last year all of us on 

the SAC worked towards a Halloween fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity, introduced ñshare the 

plate,ò initiated collection of toiletries for the Armory, and our fundraiser/ talent show for 

Circulo de Amigas - - and so many other activities! 

 

At our August meeting we discussed our upcoming Halloween fundraiser, which has become an 

annual event for Social Action over the years.  This year weôll have another great haunted house 

created by our teens, games for the kids, and festive and thematic activities for all ages.  Dinner 

will be included, and all for $10 ($5 for children 10 and under).  Please watch for further details 

about the Halloween fundraiser on October 23. 

 

Many in social Action are concerned about immigration reform, the recent overturned legislation 

SB1070 in Arizona, and the UUA ñStanding on the side of Love with immigrant familiesò 

campaign.  We hope to host an informative evening on this topic on some Tuesday evening in 

the near future.   

 

Our ñshare the plateò for August went to ñThe Womenôs Transitional Living Centerò in Fullerton 

in order to purchase baby clothes for the infants residing in this womenôs shelter.  Exactly $100 

was raised for this worthwhile project on August 15.  Our next Social Action meeting will be in 

the sanctuary immediately following the service on September 12
th

.  Among the items on our 

agenda will be the formation of a ñGreen Teamò to discuss sustainable and environmentally 

conscious living, and how we as UUs can work together to improve the health of our planet.  We 

hope that you can come and join us to talk about this and other topics of social importance. 

 

 

Debbie Langenbacher, Co-chair of Social Action 

GIVING FEELS GOOD ANYTIME. 
 Did you know that if you have a retirement account, an annuity or life insurance 

policy, you can make UUCF Endowment Fund your beneficiary?  Or, you can 
add UUCF Endowment Fund as a partial beneficiary?  You don't have to change 
everything in your plan to make this happen.  If you listed UUCF Endowment 
Fund, for example, as a 10% or 5% or even 3% or 1 % beneficiary, your gift 
could make a significant difference in sustaining our community.  If you want to 
make this change, it is easy to do. Just contact your insurance company or the 
retirement account department of your company for instructions. You can contact 
the UUCF Planned Giving Endowment Committee Claude Coppel, Jim Fyke, Jan 

Lillibridge, Lois Nettleship or chair Anne Thorward for more information and 
assistance. 



2010 September 
 

 

Religious Education NEWs 

NURTURING YOUR SPIRIT 

Our third principle, ―Acceptance of one another and encouragement to 
spiritual growth in our congregations‖ is a good principle to remember in 
September, our ―back to school‖ month. Accepting and affirming people is the 

best starting place for education – and spiritual growth is one of the most important 
parts of learning. What exactly is spiritual growth? Well, it’s hard to say anything exact 
about spirituality. But I would say that spiritual growth has to do with understanding and 
acting on our deep connections. We grow spiritually when we treat other people kindly, 
when we take care of our planet and the other beings that share it with us, when we 
take time to look at things from someone else’s point of view. We also grow spiritually 
when we pay attention to the deep connections inside of ourselves, when we get quiet 
and listen to the ―still, small voice‖ inside of us.  

 

Although the third principle talks about acceptance and encouraging spiritual growth in 
our congregations, the start of school is a great time to remember and practice this 
principle.  You can practice acceptance with new students who might be used to doing 
things differently than you or your long-time friends. And you can encourage spiritual 
growth in yourself and others by showing what it looks like when someone treats people 
and the planet with care and respect.  (KidsTalk, September 2009) 

OurSummer Program:  

Our children and youth summer program continues through September 
andhere’s a short recap of the schedule: 
 

                                 Pre-School – Elementary     Middle School                  Teens 

September 5th  If There Were No 
Bugs to Bug You 

Fellowship of the 
Rings 

Guest  
Speaker 

September 12th No Peace in 
Keeping Silent 

Field of  
Dreams 

Meet with  
Sean 

September 19th  The Ancestors of 
Your Ancestors 

Hotel 
Rwanda 

Meet with  
Sean 

September 26th  Cosmic Community 
Ceremony 

 
Oh God! 

Meet with  
Sean 

 

Childcare for ages 3 and under will be offered as well.  Volunteers are still needed 
most Sundays to help in the pre-school through 6th grade program.  Please contact 
Barbara Burns or Fred Kushner to sign up to help. 

Registration: Registration is an annual process for all children and youth in UUCFôs 

Religious Education program.  You may pick up your childôs registration packet with Barbara 

Burns or Liz Heaton.  Parents will be asked to sign up to help in the RE program during 

registration, so please be sure to bring your calendar.  



The Religious Education Committee will meet on Sunday, September 5th.  Please 
contact Jody Biloon or Barbara Burns for more information.   

 

Adult Religious Education 
September 19

th
, 2010, we will meet downstairs in youth chapel 

ARE will show the DVD Ending US-Sponsored Torture Foreve r 

and complete a survey that over 300 churches are participating in. If 

religious communities do not consider the issue of  what is torture who 

should?  We will start the meeting about 12:00; the temple will be 

using the social hall so join us downstairs. 

 

October 17
th
, 2010   

There will be a review and discussion of the book God is not One: The Eight 

Rival Religions that Run the World and Why the Differences Matter by Stephen 

Prothero.  You can hear a podcast of the NPR's "On Point" with Tom Ashbrook 

speaking with Professor Prothero at http://www.onpointradio.org/2010/04/is-there-

an-interfaith-god.  Just click on "Listen to this show."   

 

 ñ  The worldôs religious rivals do converge when it 

comes to ethics, but they diverge sharply on doctrine, 

ritual, mythology, experience and lawéWhat we need 

on this furiously religious planet is a realistic view of 

where religious rivals clash and where they can 

cooperate.ò You can order the book through Amazon or 

I just downloaded it on Kindle for $12.95 (RH) Reading 

the book is not necessary to join the class in October!! 

 
¶ UUCF has a Facebook page.  If you have an e-mail address, you were invited to be a 

friend/member of  the Unitarian Universalist Church in Fullerton  Facebook page.  If 
you already have a Facebook page, just reply "Accept."  

¶  50% of  active users log on to Facebook in any given day 

¶ Average user has 130 friends 

¶ People spend over 700 billion minutes per month on Facebook 

¶ More than 70 translations available on the site 

¶ About 70% of Facebook users are outside the United States  
 

Ask questions, give advice, make suggestions, add a picture, have fun.   There are now 
½ billion people on F acebook, it would be the population of the third largest country in 
the world,  UU administrators are Doris Dressler-Clark and Randi Hetrick.   
 

http://www.onpointradio.org/2010/04/is-there-an-interfaith-god
http://www.onpointradio.org/2010/04/is-there-an-interfaith-god
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UUCF REGULAR CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

Interest Group/Activity Schedule Contact Person Location 

Lunch Bunch   
              

 Sunday 12:30PM 
After the service 

Pat Woodhull   Marie Callender’s 
Placentia 

Fuddy Duddies            
          

1st Monday 9:00AM Jan Lillibridge 
 

Rotating. Contact 
Jan for location. 

Women’s Wisdom Circle
              

1st & 3rd Monday 7PM Barbara Keller  Rotating.  Contact 
Barbara for location. 

Investment Club                               
   

3rd Monday 7PM Gwen Fyke or 
Brad Woodhull  

Contact Gwen for 
location 

Movie and Dinner with Rev. 
Jon Dobrer        
   

1st Tuesday    
  

Marlies Worley or Rev. Jon 
Dobrer 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

3
rd

 Tuesday Discussion Group 
with Rev. Jon Dobrer                 

3rd Tuesday 7 PM        Rev. Jon Dobrer   Church—location 
rotates 

Men’s Lunch Group                Alternating Wed. & 
Thurs.  11:45AM  

Brad Woodhull  Contact Brad for 
location 

Choir Practice                              Every Thurs.  7PM 
(also Sunday 9 AM)            

Judi Herz  In the chapel 
downstairs 

Red Hat Society Once a month Fran Dobley 
 

See Sunday 
Announcements 

Meditation Group 4
th
 Thurs. 7PM Marlies Worley  Contact Marlies for 

location  

Circle Suppers 
 
 

2nd Sat. (times vary) 
(Oct., Jan., Mar., May) 

Jim & Gwen Fyke Rotating.  Contact 
the Fykes to sign up 
to host or attend 
 

Foreign Foods Friday 4th Friday Lou Arnwine    Contact Lou for 
restaurant 

Adult Religious Education 3
rd

 Sunday at 12 PM Dale Botts or Randi Hetrick Youth Chapel 

Social Action Committee 
Meeting 

2
nd

 Sunday after the 
service 

Debbie Langenbacher or 
Lesley Mahaffey 

Sanctuary 
 
 

Board of Trustees Meeting 2
nd

 Tuesday of the 
month 

Doug Schneider, President Youth Chapel 

 

Always check monthly church calendar (on the website) and announcements in the Order Of Service for 
exact time and location of events.  There are occasional changes.  Announcements will usually give you 
more details about the groups or you can ask the individuals listed above.  If any of this information is 
incorrect please contact Donnette Guiltinan.  Last update:  7/10.  

 

Sunday School Thoughts         By Jim Gallaher 

 In our hearts our intentions are usually good.  But sometimes it's difficult to know when our intentions 

are self-serving or not.  If we find that friendly people are at odds with us more than we would like... 

then we need to re-examine some of our actions that are fueled by our good intentions. .. 

  

 



 

☼Please check circle and return if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUCF Board: President; Doug Schneider 

Vice president--Al Danzig, Secretary--Dana Bianco, and Treasurer-Lois Nettleship. Other 
Board members are:  Dale Botts, Thomas Contreras, Doris Dressler-Clark, Catherine Gallaher, 
and Ed Tschabrun. . 

Church Information Phone: (714) 871-7150   

Email: uucf@uufullerton.org  

Website:  www.uufullerton.org 

The deadline for the next issue of the CommUUnicator is NOON, September 19th, 
2010 

Please submit all items to Randi Hetrick livelihood@msn.com 

The CommUUnicator is published monthly.  Visitors will receive a free newsletter for 
five months. Annual subscriptions (paper) are $25 or are free to members. 

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH IN FULLERTON 

P.O. BOX 4151 

FULLERTON, CA 92834-4151 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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