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Religious Education Overview:

A majority of the discussions between myself, staff and the RE Committee have revolved
around when/if/how R.E. will operate in person and in our new space moving forward into the
future. The general consensus has been to continue some version of lesson “kits” for the younger
children (preschool/K-5/6th grade) and to create small, meaningful, and optional in-person
opportunities for the teens to get together and bond. The staff unintentionally have taken a few
weeks break from distributing activity kits as we prepare for the year. Planning, coupled with
working through the R.E. mess, has taken more time than anticipated.

General Overview of the R.E. plan for going into the year
Preschool -5th/6th grade:

● Activity packets to be picked up from First Christian each Sunday (between 12:30-1:30).
We will have a table set up for this. These kits will be tailored with lessons and activities
to fit the ages of the children.

○ Preschool/Kinder- 2nd Grade
○ 3rd-6th Grade

● Parents will need to register their children for R.E. and RSVP to receive and pick up
activity kits so the teachers can ensure that we have enough materials.

● During pick up, children will:
1. Write or share a joy/sorrow (which will later be shared on the Class Dojo App for

all children to see)
2. Add a flame to the chalice poster board (with their name on it)
3. Receive their activity kit
4. Pick a snack

● Teachers will:
○ Create the kits

■ Prepare lessons
■ Materials
■ Basic instructions/lesson

○ Post info and/or videos on class dojo
○ Post pictures of kids’ projects/activities (parents send pics over Class Dojo)

● Once a month Zoom with all the kids to share what they have done, etc.
This plan is designed so it can be translated to in person or hybrid/combination as the need
arises.

Youth & Teens
Given that this age group has had the opportunity to be vaccinated, the R.E. committee decided
that these families may be more open to in-person gatherings. Katie is working with Katrina and



Hilary regarding this group on how to best develop connections not only between the teens, but
between Katie and the teens. Katie was hired just a couple of weeks before the pandemic began
and has not had an opportunity to truly bond with the group. Some of what has been discussed:

● Optional in-person bonding activities
○ Teen game night get together(s)
○ Service Projects

● Planning for possible in-person youth group opportunities
● Hoping to prepare for Coming of Age to begin in January

○ Will include children Grade 8-12
○ Hoping to have opportunities for the youth to meet other adults in the

congregation so they can choose a mentor
● bUUdies program

Staying Connected: Keeping in touch with parents/ a way for parents and children to see
what their peers are creating, particularly in a hybrid R.E. format without leaning on Zoom.

● Class Dojo App
● Zoom once a month (which can also be an outdoor gathering) to have community time

and see what everyone has done/learned with the kits
● Primarily for the younger ages

R.E. Committee:

The RE Committee continues to meet every month on the 3rd Sunday of the month. In
those meetings, topics such as the RE Curriculum plan, returning to in-person strategies, RE
materials, activities, etc. are discussed. There is still a big logistical question about the timing of
RE once we do return to in-person which I have discussed with Rev. Jason and will talk about at
the next R.E. Committee meeting.

Other:

The R.E. Teachers and I have continued to go to First Christian every Sunday to
consolidate the boxes (clean the mess) in the Chapman lounge. The original goal was to have it
all taken care of by mid-August, but it has taken much longer. As of now, we are ready to begin
moving into the new classrooms as soon as we are given the green light.

The R.E. staff will be completing mandated reporter training and, if needed, will be
getting recertified in first aid & CPR.

Over the next 1-2 weeks, the R.E. staff will be reaching out to all of our families by phone to
invite them to register their children for R.E. this year, tell them about our program plan, and
check in.
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